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Strahiii tnd Prefton, 
pnnterstStreet, London* 



TO 

GEORGE FULTON. Egft. 

OF 

EDINBURGH. 

My dear Sir, 

jiS the Public has fanBioned this pro-^ 
du£lion by requiring it to pafs through 
a fecond Edit ion ^ I venture to hope it 
is not altogether unworthy the honour 
of being infcribed to one of myfirjl and 
mofi valuable friends. 

Neither time mr difiance can ever 

efface from my memony the important 

obligation which I am under to you, 

for the tuition of my childhood. At 

that edrly period, your judicious in-- 

JiruBions fowed the feeds of whatever 

is ejlimable in my mind^ and my heart': 

and if thofe feeds have produced any 

commendable fruity it is to you^ my dear, 

honoured Preceptor^ (^^^ Heaven, "J that 

IJhould give the praife. 
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IV DEDICATION, 

ff^itb tbefe fentiments I prejume to 
offer you the following volumes ; which ^ 
however deficient in the graces of 
Imagination^ are I hope free from 
indifference to the caufe of Virtue, 

Suffer me now to repeat thus pub- 
7/V/y, that although feveral years have 
paffed fince your favourite Scholar 
quitted the fcene of her infancy ; . 
though JI:e left it when fill a Child \ 
though various have been the events of 
her lifey and the feelings of her heart, 
yetfi:)e has always cherijhed the remem^ . 
Irance of Scotland and Mr. Fulton^ 
with gratitude and affeSiion. Allow 
me therefore, dear Sir ! to fubfcribe 
myfelf (with the fincereft refpeB, and 
the mofi animated fenfe of obligation^) 

Tour very affeSiionate Pupit, 

ANNA-MARIA PORTER. 

May 20. 1808. 



PREFACE. 



(by A FRIEND.) 



CINCE the Revolution in Germany 
has difplaccd the Houfe of Auftria 
from its ancient fupremacyj.and caufed 
fiich changes in the ftates of Princes, 
that we hardly trace the names of 
countries once familiar to moft men, 
and particularly dear to foldiers; it 
feems neceffary to premife, that this 
Romance was begun, and had pro- 
ceeded as far as the middle of the 
third volume, long before the disas- 
trous events took place which over-- 
turned the Germanic empire*. 
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VI PREFACE. 

The Author of The Hungarian 
Brothers y when fhe felefted the trium- 
phant field of the Archduke Charles, 
as the theatre for the aftions of her 
hero, had no prefage how its glories 
would be extinguifhed by the over- 
whelming infamy of General Mack. 
Her fcenc was Vienna, in honour: 
Vienna, filled with laurelled veterans, 
and young warriors, panting for the 
field. — All is now changed. Vienna 
and her boaft are no more. Germany 
has paffed under the yoke of the 
tifurperj— and the country of Charles 
of Leopolftat, and his virtuous Com- 
mander, is like a tale of other times ; 
— a ftory, of what once was Car- 
thage, once was Rome. 

After a ceffation of eighteen 
months^ occafioned by circumftances 
much at variance with the profecu- 
tion of a work of fancy, this Romance 
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was completed in the month of Ja- 
nuary 1807. The Author, in re- 
perufing it, regarded feveral of its 
features with an apprehenfive eye. — 
She feai'ed, that the foreign manners 
exhibited in thefe pages, differing la 
widely from thofe of England, 
might, at firft fight, be miftaken for 
a dercliflion from nature ^ and that 
the ftrong painting of fome of the 
charaf^ers, to many of her readers, 
might appear inappropriate and 
prepofterotis. — But all who have 
travelled over the Continent, muft 
recolleft the animated falu tat ions 
which pais between relations and 
friends of cither fex. Whether fuch 
(to ys, extraprdinaiy) expreffions of 
tenderhefs iarife from a peculiar fen- 
fibility, or only a compliance with 
cuftom, cannot eafily be determined ; 
the faft of their ufe is notorious : — 
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and while Englifhmen meet and 
Ihake hands, Foreigners embrace 
with the fondnefs of brothers.-— 
Thefe fliades of national character 
being remembered, neither the affec- 
tionate endearments of the Counts of 
Leopolftat, the romantic whims of 
the Barons Ingerfdorf, nor the over* 
bearing haughtinefs of the Prince 
Nuremburg, are in tlie leaft put of 
place: ' 

The charafter of this Prince is the 
Chief caufe of anxiety to the Au- 
thor ; ^there being a probability, that 
fome readers may not believe the 
union of fo much pride with fo 
much meannefs > may not credit that 
fuch harfh and ill-mannered violence 
can difgrace the condu6l of a man of 
his illuftrious birth and breeding. 

There is, to the middle orders of 
fociety, fomething almoft impofiiblc 
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in the idea of a Prince being vulgar, 
even in a rage. But when we con- 
(ider, that ungoverned paffion (let it 
ftorm where it will) has no reafon to 

m 

remind it, either of the decorum of 
politenefs, or even the common de- 
cencies of humanity, we cannot won- 
der at hearing the fame malignant 
Ipirit utter its foul language as round- 
ly from the lips of a Prince as of a 
peafant. — We may judge of one 
rank by another; courts are conta- 
gious places; and what we find in 
Earls and Dukes, we need not be 
furprifed to difcover fome trace of 
amongft Princes, There are many 
worthy and noble families in Eng-^ 
land who, if they wei^ to fet a no- 
tary behind the ar;'as, might fhew 
minutes from the mouth of his Lord- 
Ihip or his Grace, very different from 
thofe which fell from the tongue of 
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Sir Charles Grandifon. How many 
trembling wives, with coronets round 
their brows, will filently affent to 
this ! — How many daughters will 
fhudderingly whifper — " It is true !" 
To draw natur^e as accurately as 
her acquaintance with it would allow^ 
was the intention of the Author ^ 
and to produce from the circum- 
ftances of the ftory, fome ufeful moral, 
was her aim. — She has placed her 
heroes in various fituations, becaufe 
the deftinies of men are various.-— 
Temptations are fhifting every hour : 
— and to warn youth from' thofe 
quickfa^ids which gem the ocean of 
life like the Happy Ifles of the poets, 
now appearing, in all the blooms of 
fpring, now vanifhing into vapour, 
and now finking, with the anchored 
vefTcl into the bofom of the deep ! — 
to fet up beacons where- the danger 
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lies ; — to fhew youth the deftruftive 
tendency of uncontrouled pa^ions ; 
and the fafety and lovelinefs of af- 
fections belonging wholly to . the 
heart ; to prefent all this in one view, 
a developement has been attempted 
to be made in thefe pages of the 
ufual caufes which feduce and pre- 
cipitate men into error 3 and much 
has been faid to .prove the happy 
cfFpdls of thofe generous fenfibilities, 
which put a boundary to the pafliojis, 
while they enlarge and ameliorate the 
heart. 

Marcb.9 1 807. ' 



/ 



TH£ 



HUNGARIAN BROTHERS. 



CHAP. 1/ 

TN a deep recefs of the Carpathian moun- 
tains, at the foot of which glide the 
waters of the Tareza, (lands the caftle of 
Leopolftat. Its deferted towers were for- 
merly but dimly feen by the traveller^ 
through the woods of pine and larch, 
which were fuflfered by long negled, to 
grow into the wildeft exub^ance; and 
if he approached the edifice, its mournful 
folitarinefs at once excited his furprife 
and his curioiity. His eye vainly fought 
for martial groupes peopling the mofly 
ramparts and harmonifmg with the fcene ; 
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and his ear waited unfatisfied to catch the 
found of arms, and of watch-words, the 
fteps of centinels,, the clang of cymbals, 
and all the terrific accompaniments of 
fpirit-flirring war. MafTy, magnificent, 
and entire, reflection could not account 
for this abandonment of Leopolflat : but 
every peafant in Hungary could folve the 
myftery. 

The family of Leopolftat were fallen 
into decay# The virtues of fome of its in- 
dividuals^ and the vices of others, had 
diflipated its once rich revenues ; leaving 
to the remaining heirs only that refped, 
which the Qood delight in beflowing 
upon fuch as fuffer undefervedly. Udif- 
laus, the lafl count, wafted the advantages 
of eminent talents and a commanding ex- 
terior, in a life of profligacy. He mar- 
ried a beautiful orphan of no rank, at an 
age when neither his character nor her's 
were formed j and ihortly afterwards, 
hating her for the very virtue which 
forced him to furrender his liberty, ceafed 
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to treat her even' with common confident- 
tion. He fpent his riotous hours in Vi- 
enna ; fhe, her blamelefs ones in Hun- 
gary } and while he rerelled away his foul 
and his fortune at the gaming-table, or 
drowned recollefKon of both in the em- 
braces of courtezans; (he walked on the 
moon-lighted battlements with her little 
fon, extrafting from the filvered fcene 
below, and the fplendid light abore, leflbns 
of knowledge and piety. 

After five years total eftrangement, the 
count returned to Hungary, in confe- 
quencfe of a diforder, for which the air of 
his native place was recommended. The 
countefs having fiucerely loved him, felt 
all her tendemefe revive, as Ihe fixed 
her tearful eyes upon the ruins of his 
once admirable figure. Sicknefs had fi« 
lenced awhile, licentious paflions ; and 
fomething like the father and the hufband 
rifing in his bread as he beheld his wife 
and child, gave a thoughtfulnefs to his 
appearance, which indicated remorfe. 

B 2 






4 THE HUNGARIAN BROTHERS* . . 

Flattering herfelf with the hope of re-^ 
claiming and attaching him, fhe fought 
every method, devifed by duteous afiec- 
tion,. to foothe his wayward fpirits, and 
reftore his health. . Such fweetnefs, with 
fuch beauty, could not pafs quite un- 
heeded by the man to whom they had 
once been inordinately dear; they rekin- 
dled a^ fliort-lived paffion, which foon ter- 
minated in indifierence ; and his heart 
hardening as the fear of death receded, 
he fet out for Germany ; leaving his cre- 
dulous wife to mourn over that fond de- 
lufion,^ which bad left her nothing but 
the profped of givbg birth to another 
child, deilined to negled and ruin. 

While her youngeft fon was yet in arms, 
the countefs heard the affliding intelli- 
gence of her hufband's flight with a mar- 
ried woman ; and received at the fame 
iime a proof of his complete depravity, 
by finding herfelf and children reduced' 
almoft to poverty. Udiflaus had alienated 
and mortgaged nearly the whole of his 
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paternal inheritance ; had left, in ihort, 
nothing but the ancient caftle and a fmall 
beltr of ground encircling^ it, barely capa- 
ble of producing annually, one thoufand 
rix-doUars. To inhabit die caftle upon 
fuch an intome was impoflible ; the coun- 
tefs, therefore, quitted it ; and tooK refuge 
in a lodge, which had formerly been the 
abode of Leopolftat's chief huntfman. 

There, forgotten by that world, (which 
indeed knew her only by name,) in the 
very may-day of life, did flie devote every 
thought to her children ; and there, under 
the obferving eye of maternal folicitude, 
did their in&nt heai:ts gradually unfold 
from innocence into principle. The prior 
of a neighbouring convent, fupplied the 
place of a tutor to thefe deferted boys. 
He found in the youngefl, genius and do« 
cility ; in the eldeft, the application of a 
comprehenfive^ vigorous intelle& : and 
won to love, as much as at firft he pitied 
them, this excellent man foon enriched 
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their inmds, with the mingled treafures of 
•hiftory and philofophy. 

Acciiftomed to the hardieft fports, cha^ 
ling the chamois and the boar amongft 
tracklefs woods and over tremendous 
heights ; fometimes on foot joining the 
perilous toils of the gold-hunters, and 
leaping from cliff to cliff with the agility 
of a young antelope ; ibmetimes mounted 
on a horfe fleeter than wind, and borne 
along through fudden florms c^ thunder 
or of fnow ; with a dauntlels heart, and 
a complexion glowing like the heath- 
flowers that fprung up under his ft^ps, 
Charles grew enamoured of danger and 
became habituated to fatigue. At fixteen 
he panted for military renown, and at fix* 
teen his anxious mother procured for him 
the patronage of Prince de E-~— , through 
wfaofe friendfhip he obtained a commiffion 
in the Auftrian fervice. 
. Only four years had elapfed after his 
departure from Hungary^ when he was 
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recalled to receive the Jail figh of his 
mothler. Without energy to contend 
agamfl: difappointed affedion ; and with 
an apprehenfive teademels for her chil- 
dren which continually prefented the 
mod melancholy prefages, the bitterdk 
regrets, this too-fufceptible woman funk 
under the weight of unfliared forrow ; and 
fell a vidhn, at once to maternal and con- 
nubtal love. In her dying moments, ihe 
adjured Charles by his hope^ here suid 
hereafter, to watch over the i^ditude and 
profperity of his brother. She joined thdr 
trembling hands as they knelt before her 
death-bed ; and with heavenly delight 
liftened to the tone of hdy awe* and fub* 
dued anguilh, in which Charles fwore to 
obey her. 

After having paid the v laft duties to the 
remains of his mother, the young count 
entrufted Demetrius to the care of their 
mutual benefador the pHor j purpofmg to 
take on himfelf, the charge of his future 
conduA, whenever Demetrius fhould ar- 
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8 TH£ HUN6ARIAK BROTHERS*. 

rive at an age fitted to encounter the 
world. 

As his mournful gaze hung on the fweet 
boy, retiring from the parlour of. the con- 
vent he drew a profound figh, preiTed his 
hand for A moment upon his forehead, and 
then faid, 

*' I have perhaps already wearied you, 
good father, with inftrudions about my 
brother; but you muft pardon the weak- 
nefs of an overcharged, overflowing hearty 
as full of fondnefs as of grief/' 

He flopped awhile, and refumed in a 
jfirmer tone— 

*' Sufier me to add one more to my 
many requefts. — When you anfwer the 
queftions concerning our family affairs^ 
which the ripening reafon of Demetrius 
will probably foon prompt, do not inform 
him fully of our deftiny ; do not tell him 
he is abfolutely dependent upon fuch a 
poor fellow as I am ; for that wbuld be'to 
fubftitute obligation for ^ affedion, appre- 
henfion inflead of confidence between us. 
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I fliould abhor the thought of owing his 
. regard to mere gratitude : he mufl entruft 
me with his future errors or difficulties, 
free from every fordid fear, or I (hail 
ihrink from the taik of cenfuring them. 

" • There is another motive too, ftronger 
even than this, (for tiiis is but a whim 
of over-ftrained delicacy perhaps ;) it is 
my paffionate defire, to let him enjoy the 
brighteft part of life. Our youth, good 
father, is the only delightful portion of 
our fojoum here; it is the blefled period 
in which we may fafely furrender our- 
felves to innocent chearfulnefe. With 
guilelefs thoughts, a guiltlefs foul, un- 
chaftifed hopes, unbroken health, and warm 
affe&ions, could I bear to fee that dear 
boy, withered, blighted, crufhed as it were, 
by a perfed knowledge of all that his 
mother fuiFered, and all that his brother 
has yet to contend with ?'* 

** The fpringing fpirit of youth is not 
fo eafily cruflbcd,'* obferved the prior. 

** Ah ! but it is,'* cried Charles haftilyj 
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(and the couvidion of how it had been 
overpowered in bis young bofom, blanch- 
ed his healthful cheek;) ^^ am not I a 
proofs that the mod thoughtlels gajety is 
to be fpeedily vanquiihed by anxiety for 
beloved objefts? Ever fince I could re- 
fiefty my livelieft moments have been 
embittered by cares. Often liav4^ difmay** 
ing anticipations, and vehement indigna* 
tion, chafed away the remembrance of en- 
chanting pleafures, and driven fleep and 
peace from my pillow, while L thought 
alternately of piy mother, my brother, and 
my own ravifhed rights. I am not proof 
againft the certainty that I was bom to a 
fplendid fortune, and that a father robbed 
me of it: that his barbarity has left me 
only an empty title ; debarred me from 
die grati^cation of honourable defires; 
deprived me of all hope of blefling a 
race of my own ; and entailed on me, the 
additional mifery of feeing a beloved 
brother doomed to a life equally py^ 
lefs. I am a man. Father ! a very young 
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one; and I feel keenly, too keenly per* 
haps, the bondage of broken fortunes. 
Let me then interpofe between my bro- 
ther and premature cares : let my breaft 
be his (hield. Demetrius fhall be hap- 
py — at leaft awhile, if I can keep him 
fo "— the world will foon enough make him 
otherwife." 

To this diftempered reafoning, the priot 
had nothing to oppofe: and too ignorant 
of life^ to forefee the evils which might 
a<3<7ue from following the plan propofed, 
he aflured Charles of his acquiefcence ; 
and inftru&ed his pupil accordingly* 

A commerce with mankind, of nearly 
five more years, did not materially alter 
the charader of the young count. It is 
true, that paifion and example had eflfayed 
to whelm him in vice ; but like the eter* 
nal oak whofe roots are poetically faid to 
ftrike deeper as the ftorm rages fiercer 
among its tortured branches, his virtue 
ftrengthened by contefts with his own 
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frailties^ and every frefh ftruggle but con- 
firmed . its {lability. 

Though devoted to his profeflion and 
employed in adual fervice, he found 
means ,to reconcile \var with the graces; 
even in camps he purfued the track of 
ufeful fcience into which the prior had 
conducted him : he ftudied intently ; re- 
lieving his feverer purfuits, by mufio and 
drawing. 

The commencement of hoflilities be- 
tween France and Auftria, gave him an 
opportunity of- applying military fpecu- 
lations to pra Aice. In his very firil cam- 
paign he aftonifhed the veteran officers 
by a diiplay of promptitude, judgment, 
and (kill, almoft miraculous at his age; 
by an intrepidity which never varied ; and 
a prefence of mind equal to every emer- 
gency. His gallant defence of an ob^' 
fcure poft, which circumftances unex- 
pcdedly rendered very important, attraft- 
ed univerfal admiration to one hitherto 
unobferved ; fo that it foon became com- 
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mon for the generals tg prophefy, that 
the young Hungarian who ftudied the prin- 
ciples of war fo affiduoufly in his tent, 
and iliuftrated them fo bravely in the field, 
would one day rival the fame of Saxe and 
Montecuculi. 

The peace which clofed the year 1797, 
afforded Charles an opportunity of revifit* 
ing Hungary the ehfuing fpring. 

He fet out for his native place, with a 
crowd of fweet iind bitter feelings throng- 
ing round his heart ; and came in fight of 
the ftupendous caftle, (of which his father's 
death had long fince made him lord,) jufl 
as the evening fun was empurpling its mofs* 
grown battlements. What gufhing ten* 
dernefs, what manly indignation, by turns 
dimmed and lightened his eyes at the view! 
What affeding remembrances of his mo- 
ther and brother, were revived by every 
familiar obje& ! How many hopes and 
fears, and painful anxieties, throbbed in 
his brave bofom, as he thought of that 
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dear brother fo inexpreffibly interefting, 
fo tenderly beloved, fo impreffively con- 
fided j He had left him a child, he was 
now to find him a young man : he was 
about to bear him from the warm (belter 
of religious retirement, and to plunge 
him amid the boifterous element of war. 
For alas ! Demetrius • was even more des- 
titute than Charles ; and in Germany, the 
army albne opens to nobility a path to 
preferment. 

The tendemefs predominant in the cha** 
rafter of Demetrius, joined to a jpeculiar 
delicacy of conflitution, tended to deepen 
the intereft with which his ciefolate child** 
hood had ever iiifpired his amiable bro« 
then The latter could now contemplate 
his own blighted fate with ferenity; but 
to imagine the life of that precious obje£t 
devoted to ftruggling with the mortifica- 
tions entailed on indigent rank, was ftill 
to dwell on a profpeft at once agonizing 
and abhorrent^ 
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Abforbed in multitudinous refledions, 
he turned his horfe towards the valley 
in which the convoit of St. Xavier was 
iitoateKi ; flopping at its entrance, (^fcarce- 
ly confcious that he did fo,) to look at 
a fig tre on an oppofite acclivity. It was 
a young man of eighteen, ftanding with 
careleis gracefulnefs near a marble quarry, 
as if mpmentarily obferving the labours of 
the workmen: he wore the Hungarian 
haUt, .which from its grand iimplicity, is 
lb ¥fell calculated ^o heighten the beauty 
of manly proportions. At his feet lay a 
couple of wolf-dogs, and in his hand he 
held a light hunting-fpear. 

At fo ihort a diftance. Count LeopoU 
flat could difliii£tly note his figure and 
hce i the former was of admirable ftature 
and buoyant with animation ; the latter an- 
nounced a heart that as yet knew nor fin 
nor forrow. It was a countenance bright 
with all the hopes, and all the benevolence 
of youth ; warm with the carnation tints of 
that fweet feafon of life when our very 
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fluids feem as pure as our wUhes, as vivid 
as our expedations. 

In a tumult of doubt and eagemefs, 
Charley threw himfelf from his Jiorfe, 
while fome indiftin£): founds efcaped his 
h'ps ; the young man ftarted, darteckfor- 
wards a joyful glance, and precipitating 
down the height, flung himfelf Jnto his 
brother's arms, " Charles !'* he exclaim- 
ed, in a thrilling. tone of lively affedlion. 
pis brother prefled him to his breal^ 'with- 
out fpeaking ^ for th^ remembrance of 
theur dying mother fuddenly came 6ver 
him» and blinded his eyes with tears. 

Never before, were two fuch brothers, 
clafped in the fraternal embrace. At that 
inftant they might have been taken for 
models of moral and material beauty : 
they were indeed perfed fpecimens of the 
loveliness of youth, and the magnificence 
of manhood. 

The fup^rior flature of Charles ; 'the 
determined form and martial chara£ter 
of his limbs; his complexion embrowned 
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by many campaigns; and his features 
touched with that gentle fadnefs to 
v^hich thought and experience invariably 
give birth, wer6 finely contrafted by the 
youth, the bloom, the fpirit of Deme- 
trius. Thus looks the noble war-horfe, 
fublime in confcious (Irength and ** proud 
fubmiflion ;" when compared with the 
young Arabian, yet free and unbroken, 
and fparkliiig in all the graces of his ori« 
gioal wildnefs. 

The eyes of Demetrius met the Toft 
fcrutiny of his brother's, with a fweet fear- 
lefsnefs ; his unfpotted foul was to be feen 
in their bright azure, and all its properties 
immediately defined: but the expreflion 
of Charles's, (though they were blue 
alfo,) was not fo eafily comprehended : 
it was an exprefiion made up of mbgled 
feelings. His eyes were not to be read in 
a fingle glance ; they were a volume of 
noble matter; and the obferve^ developed 
gradually in them, all the * figns of great 
and amiable qualities. 
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When the tranfport of furprize had 
fubfided, Leopoiftat gave his horfe to a 
peafant, and proceeded with bis brother 
towards St. Xavier's. Mutual embarraff- 
ment, now caufed mutual iilence. It is 
ever thus between perfons who love 
each other, meeting after a long repara- 
tion; the fear of jarring in opinion, tafte, 
or manner; the dread of difpleaiing or 
being difpleafed, when it is fo important 
to be congenial, generally produces a 
referve, which makes the firft interview 
of all others the leafl: fatisfying to the 
heart. Charles often, looked wiftfuUy on 
the beaming countenance of Demetrius ; 
and as often affedionately prefled his 
hand. They were entering the vineyards 
of the convent, when Demetrius meeting 
one of thofe anxious glances, faid, fmil- 

ing,— 

*' I am fare we ihall like each other !*' 
Entertained with the naivrti of this re- 
mark, his brother fmiled too, and replied^ 
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^' I have IK) doubt of that j my only fear 
is, that I (hall like you too well/* 

The prior of St. Xavier's had been 
apprized by Charles, of his intended 
visit; he was therefore prepared to fee 
and to welcome him. Every inhabitant 
of the convent, was forward in demonftra- 
tions of that genuine efteem, which is the 
purchafe of goodnefs only. They all knew 
that he had voluntarily refigned to his 
mother, (and fince her death to the 
chaises of his brother's military educa« 
tion,) that flender income, which was all 
he had, independent of his profei&on ; and 
though themfelves ihut out from the 
world's temptations, they dill had judg« 
meiit to appreciate the felf-denial of a young 
man who thus perfifted in abjuring all 
pleafures, for the fake of a duty, not 
allowed that title by our modern mo- 
ralifts. 

At five and twenty Charles was more 
cheerful than he had been at nineteen ; 
for at that' age he was fnffering from the 
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fliock of difappointed hopes; and the 
complete knowledge of thofe evils at* 
tendant on rank united with poverty: — 
At that age, experience fliewed him that 
he could not hew out a path to fortune 
and honour by his fword alone ; that 
envy and intrigue obfcures the brighteft 
anions, robs them of their reward^ and 
too often gives to them the colour of 
crimes. 

Aftonifhed and indignant at beholding 
the elevation of the contemptible, . while 
modeft virtue was piifhed rudely down: 
finding no additional refped: paid to his 
nobility, from his misfortunes, (an ex- 
pedation fo natural to youth,) he re- 
nounced with difguft and defpair all 
views of comfort j he mixed in fcenes pf 
gaiety without enjoyment, and became 
for awhile gloomy and mifanthropic* 
But this mifanthropy was a tranfitory 
fever; an immoderate paffion in which 
his amiable nature exhajxfted its fmall 
portion of bittemefs. As he learnt more 
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of life and came nearer to his fellow-crea- 
tures, this afperity wore off; he faw .fo 
much goody where at firft there appeared 
fo little ; fo many failings, where he once 
expeded to find greatnefs only, that he 
fooa became reconciled to the deftinies 
of mankind : and reafon and religion 
teaching him to comprehend fuch of the 
plans of Providence as are permitted us 
to fcan, brought his mind to a cheerful 
and admiring acquiefcence with them 
all. 

After a fortnight fpent among the bro- 
therhood of St. Xavier's, Leopolftat an- 
nounced his intention of returning to 
Germany. In this fhort time he afcer- 
tained nearly the whole of his brother's 
charader ; he obferved all its tendencies : * 
and ' convinced from fuch obfervation, 
that Demetrius would long require a mo- 
nitor, folicitoufly fought to fecure his fu- 
ture confidence. 

The night before their journey, the bro- 
thers, unconfcious of each other's purpofe. 
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met at the grave of their mother. De- 
metrius was ftretched upon it, mingling 
fobs and tears with his kifles, when 
Charles entered the little cemetry in which 
it was. Loft in his own grief, Deme* 
trius heard not the fteps of his brother, 
who advanced flowly; but a deep figh 
fuddenly rouiing him, he ftarted up, 
afliamed of the tears then flooding his 
difordered features, and trying to efcape, 
ftammered out fome indiftin£fc words* 
Charles gently detaining him, (while his 
eyes rivetted themfelves with fad earneft- 
nefs upon the grave) faid, " Why (hould 
you go, my brother ? ought not we both 
to lament here ?" He then threw himfelf 
upon the ground. 

Under the melancholy light of a fhroud- 
ed moon, while the cyprefs \trees by which 
the burying^ground was (haded, groaned 
in the gufty wind, did Charles once more 
renew his oath of proteding apd guiding 
Demetrius; and Demetrius, leaning on 
his brother's breaft, internally vowed to 

ID 
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emulate the excellence he loved in Charles* 
This fcene pafled in filence; and it was 
not till they were far. from the cemetry, 
that Charies, looking back and feeing the 
dark trees ftill ruftling in the chill night 
air, fhivered with ftrong emotion, and ob- 
ferved that it was piercing cold.* They 
parted imoiediately afterwards, fad and 
thoughtful. 

A. funny morning had revived the fpirits 
of the brothers when they met to com- 
mence their long journey; and then af- 
fedionate . adieus and gratefijl acknowledg- 
ments, pafled between them and the holy 
brotherhood. 

Demetrius entered the capital of Auf- 
tria with eager fteps ; the palaces and pub- 
lic buildings certainly faded before the 
magnificence of his imagination : but the 
warlike appearances prefenting themfelves 
at every gate ; the carriages filled with 
handfonie and ornamented women; the 
buzz of pieafure ; the tumult of bufinefs ; 
the groupes of young mea in military uni- 
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forms, that ftood difcufling political que£- 
tions in the libraries and fquares } the cor- 
dial welcome given, en fajjant^ to Charles,' 
excited in him new and delightful fenfa- 
tions, '■ He longed to be enrolled amongft 
thefe fpirited young men, and to find him- 
felf of fome confequence in fociety, by 
having, like them, a profeilion. 

A vifit to a camp juft formed near 
Vienna, and an introdudion to feveral 
diftinguifhed officers completed the in- 
toxication of Demetrius; he was never 
wearied with aiking queftions, and making 
obfervations ; not a fmgle fentinel efcaped 
him. Charles fmiled at the zeal with 
which he profecuted thefe enquiries, and 
the fwiftnefs with which he noticed every 
minute peculiarity; but he obferved alfo, 
and hailed with pleafure thefe figns of an 
enthufiaftic temper. 

The third day after their arrival, De- 
metrius was prefented to the Arch-Duke, 
who now gracioufly acknowledged the 
fervices of Charles, by giving his brother 
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a commiflion. Demetrius dined the fiune 
day ^ith the officers of his regiment ; and 
the next morning Charles thus addreffed 
him. 

'^ I am not going to preach a long lec- 
ture to you, my dear brother ; for I be- 
lieve, the thorough knowledge you muft 
have of my anxiety for your tempwal 
good, and eternal happinefs, will render 
it unneceflary. I depend upon the warm 
affedidn you are daily fhewing me — an 
aifedion, my heart gratefully acknow- 
ledges, — for your honourable condud 
through life* I am certain you will never 
rufli wilfully into any immorality, becaufe 
you are convinced that my peace would 
be embittered incurably by it ; and I truft 
you will always have fuch a dependance on 
my indulgent tendemefs as never to with- 
hold from me any circumftance perilous to 
your tranquillity or re&itude. Though I 
have lived feven years longer in the world 
than you have done, thofe years have not 
been fpent in making me auftere ; I fliould 

VOL. I. c 
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hav€ lived them to Iktle purpofe, had they 
not rendered me compaflionate to all that 
^rr, and doubled my reverence for fuch as 
continue upright. 

*' At your age I had to ftruggle with 
•the temptations that will, naturally^ aflail 
you alfo ;: under fome I funk ; over the 
moil ferious I triumphed : but I did fo, 
Demetrius, through the divine affiftance. 
Believe me, the fource of moral ftrength 
does not lie on earth ; it muft be fought 
for above.*' 

Charles paufed, and his eyes refting 
upon the beautiful face of his brother, 
gradually foftened from the expreffion 
of adoration into that of fondnefs. ^' To 
make a difcourfe to a young man, upon 
the hazard of having a handfome perfon/' 
he refamed, ^' feems laughable; and a 
century or two ago, would have been a 
work of fupererogation } but the free 
manners of the prefent day render it indif- 
penfable. 

^^ Truft me, there is nothing which z 
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youth is fo intoxicated by, nochiog for 
which he b fo little prepared, (and there- 
fore, fo likely to be taken, i coup d£ 
main :) as admiration from women. {le 
enters the world, expecting perhaps to 
hll in love, but the thought of being 
beloved in return,, upon any other grounds 
than 'a feries of worth and conftancy, 
never pafles over the threfliold of his 
imagination: he is confequemly in dan- 
ger of being overfet, the very firft tinte 
he receives proofs of unfought tendemels. 
Let me urge you then to r^nember, 
(whenever fuch a thing happens to you ;) 
that the zSe&ion of the ellimable is 
alone worthy of ^eem } and that the wo- 
man who difplays unfolicited liking,, fori 
feits her moft refpedlable claim to the heart 
of man. ' 

<< Be careful therefore to ilifle the ear- 
jieft fpark of vanity ; fcsr that is a paffion 
wtuch is as powerful as love itfelf : many 
perfons, feeking only what they thought 
a harmle& Indulgence of it, have beea 

c 2 
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entangled in fnares, from which they never 
afterwards could efcape. 

** I can conceive no fituation more def- 
peratethan that of a man, otherwife well- 
principled, who has fuffered himfelf to 
be inebriated with the adntiiration of a 
woman,' whom he does not fufEciently 
refpe£l, to marry; and who, having facri- 
ficed both her virtue and reputation to 
hiB heartlefs phrenfy, findis himfelf jmpe- 
riouily commanded by honour and compaf- 
fidn, not to abandon her. 

" Always aik yourfelf, what is likely 
to be the confequem:e of fuch and fuch 
aftions, and your own pure foul will 
inftindively recoil from any track that 
feems leading towards* guilt. Above all 
things, teach yourfelf to refer every aftion 
and every motive, to the commandments 
of your Creator. Never, my brother, never 
for a moment, lofe fight of the important 
truth, that you are an accountable crea- 
ture; that virtue confifts in a feries of 
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facrifices; happiness, in the confcioulhefs 
of a life well ufed ! 

** Continue to love nle as yon how do, 
and I can fear nothing. Let ud hence- 
forth have but on^ foul : let us impart 
our weakneiTes, our fauks, our gHefs, our 
joys, to each other : — lit us candidly re- 
prove, or affectionately applaud, whatever 
we may obferve wrong, or praiferworthy : 
let ns, in fhort, never forget the death- 
bed of our mother V* 

Charles took his brother's han4 as be 
fpoke, and pre&d it to his heart: that 
excellent heart was big.wiih many emo- 
tions. — " God blefs you, my Demetrius !** 
he added — " you know not how extremely 
dear you are to me.'' - ^ . ^ 

The expreffive colour in hJs . attentive 
hearer's cheeks, had varied, rapidly durmg 
this address ; he now bent hi6 head over 
the hand of.Leopolftat, to hide- the fen- 
fibility, which boyifhly he bluihed at; 
but foon after railing his eyes, he faid — • 

^< My future condud; mud entitle me 
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tci this excels of goodnefs. At prefent^^ 
Charles, I can only offer you the fole 
poffeflion . and guidance of my * inexpe- 
rienced heart : fuch as it is, you fee it 
completely ; and ever Ihall fee it.'^ 

Aiifwering this, with an eloquent fmile 
Charles proceeded. ^^ It is proper to tell 
you, how much money will he at your 
difpofal for the time to come. Added to 
the pay of your commiffion, you wttl 
have a thouTand rix-dollars annually. Can 
you contrive to live upon fo modeft an 
income, in this gay capital?'^ 

** A child cannot be more Ignorant of 
money than I am,V returned Demetrius; 
^* but I dard fay fome obliging acquaintance 
will foon teach me how to difpofe of it. 
Tet tell me ; ^m I indebted for this to 
your generofity ?** 

A graceful embarraffment made Charles 
helitate, while he ambiguoufly anfwered, 
•* My father put it out of my power to 
be g^ner$us, even to my brother : this, 
was our dear mother*$ income ; and of 
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courfe it becomes the property of her 
younger fon/* 

Demetrius believed this aflertion, im- 
plicitly ; the thing appeared fo xiatmal ; 
and it was fo unlikely that a Count of 
Leopolftat Ibould poflfefs only an eftate 
of a thoufand rix-dollars, yet be able to 
refign it to his brother. A chearful fmile 
brightened his eyes> and he was about to 
reply, when a party of young men,' felf- 
invited to breakfafl:, entered the apart- 
ment. 

With fome of thefe, the brothers at- 
tended parade, and afterwards viiited the 
magic gardens at Schonbrunn : they went 
in the evening to the * opera, where the 
inexperienced Demetrius was enchanted- 
with all he heard and all he faw. Ex-^ 
quifitely fufceptible of every thing that 
miniftered delight to the tafte and the heart,. 
Demetrius might be faid, from this night, 
to have literally fallen in love with Har-- 
mony; of which he had hitherto received* 
only a faint imprefTion. 

c 4: 
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' When the entertainment terminated^ 
the party difperfed, and Charles took his 
brother to. the houfe of Baron Ingerfdorf ; 
vih^XQ they made part of a large and 
brilliant aflembly. 

r At thenaflembliea of the Baron, fordgn- 
ers of diftin&ion, men of learning, the 
braved cheers, and the moft eminent of 
the noWHty, were always to be found : 
the baronefs was a votary of the fine arts, 
cpnfequently honoured their profeffors; 
and the political power and integrity of 
ber huiband, furrounded them with the 
great and eiccellent. . It was in this houfe 
that Charles wiflied to fee his brother fa- 
miliarized ; for it was here that reafon 
and decorum always guided the unfteady 
fteps of pleafure. ' 

' Demetrius was too young and too happy, 
not to feek crowds with avidity; he was 
of an age to be attra£):ed by amufement 
and fplendour ; he was of a temperament 
to take a ftrong bent, either towards the 
higheft feltcontroul, or the wildeft licen- 
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tsoufnei^; he was to be moved by lively 
emotions only : and Charles vrifely thought 
that to bring him into contad with a 
charafter like Baron IngerfdorPs (which 
forced admiration, by its unfliakra re&U 
tude ; while it endeared, by its amiable fo- 
dability ;) was to imprefs on him the con-» 
vidion, that contemporary applaufe and 
internal fatisfadion would be the fruit 
of imitating his virtues. The magnifi* 
cence, and agreeable mixture of rank, 
fcience^ and beauty, •which prevailed 
in the affemblies at Ingerfidorf^a houfe,. 
would alfo give an additional: charm^ 
to the leflbn that was there to be 
ftudied* 

In their way from the opera, Charles 
had given his brother a pcntrait cf his 
patron's mind ; fo that Demetrius faw no 
other objed but him, in the fuperb faloon 
into which they were ulhered. 

The baron was a tall, handfbme tnan, in 
the prime of lifej with a ferene, yet 
Ibniewhat; thoughtful countenance} which 

c 5 
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ivhenever he fmilecf, had a divinity in 
ity that 

'< Would lie begin a fed, might quench the zeal 
** Of all profeflbrs elfe ; make profelytes 
« Of who he but did follow !'» — 

No lover was ever more agitated by th^ 
firfl: fight of his miftrefs, than Demetrius^ 
when the baron beftowed upon him one 
of thefe benign fmiles ; when he cordially 
took his hand^ and turning to Charles^ 
faid — "I heartily congratulate you, upon 
having got your brother under your own 
eye; and T wifli him as much public 
gratitude, as much private efteem, as it 
has^ been your happy deftiny to deferve, 
and to acquire ! — * his countenance affures 
me, I do not wifii in vain/' 

The grateful blufii that now enriched 
the cheeks of the brothers, was refleded 
by one of a brighter vermillion, which at 
this inftant overfpread that of a beautiful 
brunette, who wat^ engaged in converfation 
near them. Sne was by far Vhe hand* 

8 
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fomeft woman in the room ; and from a ) 
pair of dazzling dark eyes (that outihone 
the blaze of jewellery about her perfon,} 
Demetrittft obferved her. darting.frequently 
an anxious look towards where they ftood« 
Charles immediately, approached,, and pre^r 
fented his brother. It was- to MamTelle 
Ingerfdorf. 

Demetrius had been received with' fo 
much cordiality by the baron^ and fo 
much graceful familiarity by the baron* 
ekj that he was now fomewhat mortified 
to obferve an air of baihful reftraint in 
their, lovely niece : it was a bafhfulnefs^ 
that^ as he was yet fettered . by. the fame 
chain, placed an obftacle between their 
mutual freedom. He was, however, fhortly 
drawn away, from the contemplation of 
her, by the found of xnuCic in a diflant 
apartment.} where, a few amateurs were 
praflifing on£ of Mozart's >moft. admirable 
compofitions. In its ravishing expref- 
Oons, he. loft all thought of Mam'felle 
Ingerfdorf,. 

c 6^;^ 
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From this period, the bvotheys were 
infeparable. They were always to be feen 
together on duty^ at the tables of the 
generals, at the private parties of men of 
^lent^ and the public aflemblies of wo- 
men of charader; where they were as 
tnuch admired for their fratemd love, as 
for their fine perfons. 

Charles knew exa£lly how far to go; 
and how much better it was, to let his bro* 
ther drink temperately of the cup of plea- 
fure, than by forbidding it wholly to pro- 
voke a thirft never to be allayed. Without 
becoming a fpy upon his actions, he was 
enabled to judge of their propriety ; be* 
ing conftantly his companion : but he 
was fo, only at the defire of Demetrius 
himfelf ; who, indeed, relifhed no amufe- 
ment unihared. 

The difcretion and rigid frugality of 
the young count, prevcntied any one from 
fufpefting that he lived folely on the in- 
come arifing from his military employ- 
]?[ient9} for no man was better habited; 
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no man freer from debt; or fo often 
knowa to dffid others* But the fecret 
was, that Charles had long fir\ce afcer- 
tained his income } and having a lively 
abhorrence of diffionefty j (however dif- 
guifed und^r the convenient terms of 
thoughtleOhefs, liberality, fpirit, &c. &c.) 
and having the good fenfe to allow, that 
appearances difcreetly kept up, are ne-^ 
<:eflary to obtain, even the beft men, 
(^onfideration, — lived a life of rigid tem- 
perauce* Every body knev that ha was 
not rich, but. no one gueflfed that he was 
poor ; . and tlxe young nobles, in • whofe 
expenfive revels he r^fufed to join, always 
placed' his refufal to the account of prin- 
ciple* . -- 

Chaides really preferred the evening 
parties of Baronefs Ingerfdorf, which 
amufed, and cofl: him nothing, to a de- 
ftruftive acquaintance with difTolute or 
Eght.<.womeii:, wbofe good-humour was 
to be heightened, and favors purchafed 
by extravagant gifts. -^ He detefted gam- 
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ing; he defpifed .drinking : fo that ex*- 
eepting a little delicacy in drefs^ and' a 
compliance with his love of coUefking fine 
drawings, he lived, without expending un* 
profitably a fingle ducat. 

Poor Demetrius was not fo expert in 
balancing between pajrfimony and profu- 
rioD« He was occafionally afked for 
fdrty or fifty rix-dollars by fome of his- 
afibciates ; and to deny them, was im-^ 
poiSble: he was alfo petitioned in the 
ftreets by beggars^ whofe claim on affift- 
ance be would not hear queftioned.^ No- 
one CQuld do the flighteft fervice for him, 
wifhout tailing his bounty ; and if he were^ 
jefted on an unfalhionable boot or hat, (notv 
having prefence of mind to defend the* 
old fervant ; ) h^ cafhiered it inftantly. For 
to become ridiculous, even in a trifle, wasi 
more frightful to him than ta be accufed 

of crimes. 

No twa men could have lefs refemblance 
tba» thefe brothers } and yet notl^ng couB 
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be more nicely equal, than the number of 
their admirers. 

Demetrius had exuberant fpirits; but 
they were more than the common fpirits 
attendant on youth and heahh. They 
were part of a vivid character, which was 
energetic in every thing ; and were there- 
fore always proportioned to the gaiety of 
the occafion. 

Charles was thoughtfu! and ferious ;^ 
but his ferioufnefi had a fweetnefs in it^ 
which excited tendemefs; and whenever 
he became lively, his prayfultiers was 
the more valued, on account of its ra- 
rity. 

, Demetrius was frank to indifcretion ^ 
inconfiderate, impaffioned ; loving, and 
hating, to all appearance with equal vio<- 
lence : ftill, he never carried' his hatred 
beyond the bounds of fimplb difgufl at 
fight of its objeft j for to injm-e or to mor- 
tify, never entered his imagination. 

Charles was fomewhat referved j not 
from an uncandid or unfocial ipirie ; he^ 
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was difcreet from delicacy. ^ Too tender 
for extravagant emotions of any kind, 
love melted rather than fired him j and 
where Demetrius hated, he pitied or de- 
fpifed. — 

A talent for poetry gave Demetrius an , 
acute relifh for whatever was beautiful, 
either in animate, or inanimate nature ; 
and fo coupled were the ideas of mo- 
ral and phyfical perfedion, in his vifion* 
ary fancy, that he could never feparate 
them. 

Charles, on the contrary, diftinftly 
perceived every grace, and every defi- * 
ciency j his genius for drawing gave him 
a habit of accurate observation • He was 
never to be pleafed by an agreeable error : 
truth, and truth only fatisfied him. 

Demetrius thought every pretty wo- 
man faultlefs, becaufe bis imaginatioi^ 
completed, what nature had left unfi- 
niflied. 

. Charles was not to be u> taken in ; 
his correft tafte inftantly feeling, and hi& 

5 
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judgment acknowledging, all that was im- 
perfeft. 

Thofe who liked to have their intereft 
excited by the changeful conduft, and 
carelefs graces of youth, preferred Deme- 
trius : fuch as found pleafure in contem- 
plating the mild dignity and tried inte- 
grity of manhood, decided for Charles. 
But every one concurred in admiring their 
mutual affection* 



/ 
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CHAP. II. 

'^[^HE brothers were one morning together^ 
when a letter was brought to Charles, 
which as he opened with fbme confuiioa 
Demetrius quitted his feat, and facing 
towards the glafs, begart to fettle part of 
his drefs. 

** Thou wilt certainly grow a coxcomb^ 
my good fellow!" faid Charles, (at laft 
rifmg and laying his hand upon his bro- 
ther's fine hair.) 

DemetriuSi with a look of alarm, ex- 
claimed — " Do you really thi^k fo ?** 

Charles laughed — " No, .on my ho- 
nour, or I ihould not have told you of it 
fo lightly : but to fay the truth, you are 
no indifferent worihipper of your own 
image; if I may hazard a conjedure on* 
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the ufual length of your devoirs, from the 
prefent fpecimen/* 

^^ Attribute all the blame to your con« 
founded letter, Chaifles I I faw you were 
forced to fpell it, and charitably tender of 
fuch dulnefs, removed myfelf out of your 
way." 

^^ One muft not read love-letter^ before 
you, I find," obferved Charles. 

** Is it a love-letter ?•— my dear brother, 
do let me fee it." 

^< I did not fay it was — indeed it is 
not: and whether it comes from man, 
woman, or boy, J am completely igno- 
rant : — there it is ; when you have read it 
I will tell you all the little I conjedture of 
its writer." 

Demetrius nearly forgot that he had jud 
thought himfelf in peculiar good looks 
that day, and that he meant therefore 
to fally forth immediately ; he fnatched 
the billet, which was written delicately, in 
a fmall hand, without a fignature, and read 
as follows. 
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TO COUNT LEOPOLSTAT. 

t , 

" I arri more than ever pleafed with 
you : — your virtues are indeed fterling, 
fince they bear the tefl: of univerfal admi- 
ration. How fincere is the tribute my 
heart pays you, when I refleft upon the 
difinterefted affeftion with which you are 
now guiding the unfteady fteps of your 
brother ! I forefee he will one day reward, 
by refembling his youthful Mentor. 
' *' Continue what you now are; fuffer 
no praife, no confcioufnefs of defert, to 

banifli from your mind the folemn con- 

• 

viftion, that all human goodnefs ftops for 
fhort of our divine pattern.* It is only 
by forgetting this, that you can become 
arrogant. 

** I hear of you everywhere ; and al- 
ways with honour : let it be your ftudy to 
preferve this univerfal efteem. Believe 
me, you are not the lefs amiable for be- 
ing rigidly upright: receive , this affur- 
ance from me, that your fine . qualities 
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have fecured to you one of the tendered 
of hearts.'-*- - 

Adieu!" 

. *^ What I would give, to have fuch a 
letter written to me!" exclaimed Deme* 
trius, — " ihe muft be the deareft creature 
in the whole world. — I hav'n't a doubt 
but that (be is as beautiful as an angeL" 

" But can't you . conceive the poffibility 
of this * deareft creature* having whif- 
kers and a bald head," faid Charles fmil- 
ing ; ^^ don't you think you may have 
made a, trifling miflake in the pro- 
noun ?" 

" Wifiat! — is it a m^n after all? — 
pfhaw ! T— I would not care a rufh for 
the beft letter that ever was penned, if 
it came from a ftupid old obje& of a 



man." 



« Demetrius!" 

There was a tender feverity in the voice 
o^ Charles, as he pronounced his brother's 
name, which brought the other inftantly 
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to recoUedion: he bluihed) and inge- 
naoufly protefled againft the levity with 
which he had :fpoken. " To be fure," 
he added, ^^ praife is fweet, from all good 
people, whether they be young or old ; 
but you muft allow, that it is much 
Tweeter when it proceeds from female 
lips ? now don't interrupt me Charles ; 
I perceive you are going to fay, fych 
praife ought not to be half fo valuable, 
becaufe men are, generally, better qualt^ 
fied to give juft reafons for their appro- 
bation — true — fo they are ; but then one 
is fo grateful for a regard that out-runs 
one's defert! — at lead I am — 'tis that, 
makes me love you fo well. But come; 
tell me who this wonhy old gentle- 
man is?" 

^* So now, it IS pofitively an old gen* 
tleman." 

^^ Why have you not ezprefsly faid 
for— 

^^ No«— I only hinted it as a proba« 
|>ility r; you may recoiled my haviqg 
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laid I was ignorant of the writer's fex or 
age. So now, if your curiofity can be 
rekindled by the chance of my corref- 
pondent's turning out ^ a dear creature, 
as beautiful as an angel,' I will tell you 
how, and when, and where I received her, 
'firfl: favour. But to do that fatisfadorily 
I muit recapitulate the events of many 
years." 

** My dear brother!*' — exclaimed the 
grateful Demetrius, and eagerly feizing z 
chair, prepared to liflen. 

Charles was very modeft : and the 
colour deepened on his cheek, as he thus 
began a regular account of his ihort, and 
meritorious life. 

** You know that I was fo unfortunate, 
as very early in my career to lofe the 

prince de E ^ from whofe friendfhip 

I had reafon to exped fo much : he fell 
in a duel ; juft after having taken me a 
mofl: improving tour through Switzerland 
and Italy, and obtained for' me the firfl: 
commiflipn I held under the Emperor* ~- 
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I was then thrown completqly upon my 
own refources ; forced, to content myfelf 
with the profpefl: of remaining an obfcure 
individual, all my life, 

'* It would be frivolous to fatigue you 
now with a narrative of my petty adven- 
tures, during the four following years; 
they were precifely like other young men's. 
Sometimes I . fancied myfelf in love, or 
beloved ; fometimes I was perfecuted by 
the advances of other men's miftreffes; 
or was occupied, by finding enemies in 
friends, and friends in enemies. Doubt- 
lefs, had I not had the bleflings of a vir- 
tuous education, under the eye of a ten- 
der mother, I Ihould have yielded to the 
temptations around me ; and made my 
defperate profpefts an excufe for ren- 
dering them worfe. As it was, I had dif- 
cretion enough to prefer occupation 
before idlenefs ; found lleep, before 
fights of revelry ; fo I ftudied, when 
others fought pleafure ; and when our 
regin^nt was ordered into fervice, I made 
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my firH: cam^aiga in i793> with feveral ti- 
vantages* • • ■ . '^, 

" Books w^e my retreation; ^nd .rei 
' fle&ion was the only phyficiab I eviA 
needed; (for, thank heaven-, ill my mi 
difpofitions ^ere but the effei^s of an txn 
travagant fenfibility s) my life was not fcK 
full of felicity as to m^ke me very care-, 
ful of it ) and fo I rode into adion, with 
ibme fpeculative acquaintaqice with .war, 
a. body capable of enduring fi^tigue^ and a 
heart that feared not death. After one 
of the fevereft engagements in which 
our regiment had fhared, (o many of the 
principal officers were killed or wounded, 
that it became my lot to head a fquadron* 
By this chance — (having dauntlefs Hun«> 
garians to command ; and happily fuc- 
ceeding in a' ha^sardous attempt ' to dif- 
lodge the enemy from an important pofi- 
' tion,) I attrsafted the favour of Marflial 
Wurmfer ; and the bravery of m^^ gallant 
countrymen thus obtained for me the com* 
mand of a troop/^ 

VOL. I. x> 
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^^ iNo dtfquaiifying, Charles !'* interrupt-^ 
ed Demetrius. ^* If your hazardous . at- 
tempt had not been well-plarnied, and 
likely to fucceed, even fuccefs would not 
bnre &ved you from cenfure. I have 
learnt Enough of military rules to know, 
tbsit in thefe cafes, a man muft never ad 
but upon probabilities^ The courage of 
foldiers is only a powerful machine, which 
dqiends for it$ ufefulnefe on the hand that 
direds it : and for thi^ reafon public ofi^ 
nion fs not unjuft, when it decrees fuperior 
glory to commanders/' 

<* Bravo I** — cried Charles — " your 
remark is right, and its application fo 
flattering to your brother, that . he will 
not endeavour to difprove it. To pro* 
eeed, therefore. Vrcm this period I was 
frequently entrutled with the execution 
of partial attacks, obfervations, &c. &c« 
which good fortune enabled me to accom* 
plifh ful|y : and having been fo lucky as 
to propofe and eflfed; the re^capture of a 
lieutenant-general, who hiul been furpriised 

8 



by a roving., party of French chafTeur^, I 
fecured him my friend; and in the year 
ninety-five, w^t with him to join the im- 
perial army in Italy. 

^ It was at the clofe of the foi^egoing 
year, when I was lying ill of a flefli* 
womid, got in the ikirmifli with the chaf« 
feurs, and which for -feme days I had not 
been able to attend to, that I firft received 
a letter from my unknown. Here it is -^i^ 
ypu may read it,-—^ 



. TO COUNT LBdP6LSTAt. 

<^ While a whole army ar< loud in the 
l^raifes of a young man, iiot yet one-and 
twenty; while tbe confcioufnefs of defert 
intoxicates his fenfes, and perhaps threatens 
to make him an arrogant chara&er for 
life ; will he condefcend to refle& on the 
anonymous tribute of mingled caution and 
eulogium, prefented in this letter, by an 
obfcure individual ? 
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** It was my fortune to hear of you 
continually during the lad campaigns; I 
heard of you^ not merely as a gallant fol- 
dier, but as one who, in fpite of misfor- 
tune^ nobly fupported his nobility; and 
extorted that confideration by hi$ virtues^ 
which does not often fall to the (hare of 
any but the fortunate. 

** Your charad-er delighted me — your 
fituation interested me — ,and I have ever 
fmce followed all your anions with the 
moft watchful folicitude. In the late ex- 
ploit, (where with a handful of men you 
fo completely routed a ftrong detachment ; 
and not only reftored an experienced 
officer to the fervice, but preferved the 
plans of attack, which he had about 
him, from falling into the power of the 
enemy) ; you added a new motive for that 
admiration, which I am romantic enough 
thus to acknowledge. 

*' So anxious am I to fee you perfevere 
in the magnanimous courfe of ftri£t inte^ 



THE HUNGARIAN BROTHERST. 5^ 

grity which you now tread, that I cannot 
forbear telling you, that even the moft dif- 
folute breathe your name with refped, the 
moft virtuous with enthufiafm: (hould 
you lay afide your felf-denial with your 
obfcurity, your modefty with your negle£t,r 
believe me, you may fight like a lion, and 
you will only 

" Light a torch to (hew your fliame tie mort.*^ 

** Apoftates from propriety, like apof- 
tateS' from religion, are ever more ab- 
horred than fuch as never made aprofef* 
fion of either. Ccmtinue then to think 
and ad: as you now do ; new virtues will^ 
in that cafe^ spring up from new drcum«f 
ftances: and you will" remain- a memorable 
inftance of fenfibility without weaknefs, 
valour without' raffanefs, fuccefs without 
infolence, youth* without error, graces 
without vanity, and excellence without 
enemies. 

D. J, ** Farewell. •• 
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** With this epiftle," refumed Charles^ 
'.* came a valuable celleQion of books and 
mapQ; all that you fee there^ bound fo 
gaily in crimfon and gold : they arc, in« 
deed) a complete library for a foldier} 
fome viery fcarce, all very ufeful. 
\ ^ I fiiQuld diffemble unwarrafitably/' 
he added, (as -his "brother eagerly afked 
what impreffion the letter made upon his 
feelings ^* I ihoutd falfify truth moft 
notorioufly, if I did not own, that it con- 
jured up a good deal of vanity in me. I 
teatii it over and over again, and always 
with the hope of finding fome new reafon 
for concluding it to be the production of 
a woman. * To be fure, there was not a 
woman whom I wifiied it to come from i 
yet was I puppy enough to defire that 
there might be fome charming creature 
raftly in love with me, whom I might 
diicover, and love in return, witH my 
whole heart.*' 

f * Nothing could be fo natural -— npthing 
could be fo natural,'' repeated Demetrius, 
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an ardent figh. ^ If it had been 
me, I fhould hs^ve died of impadenoe to 
difcover her* What a fonl! what feiifi# 
bflity to excdlence ! what jodidotts admo« 
2iittons!" 

Thefe admomtions/' anfwered Cluu'Iea^ 

firft taught me to MpeGt that I waa 
deluding myfelf : the chances were three 
to four againft any young woman in love 
dilating fu^h a rational epiftle. Few per^ 
fons in love have the fanity to believe^ 
and the courage to teH the objeS of their 
paffion^ that they imagme. it poffible for 
him to fell fliort of perfeSbbn. ^ I there* 
fore abandoned the folitary poft of ^ I am 
romantic enough' (in which I had, at firft^ 
mofl obftinately entrenched this vain opU 
fjion), and betook myfelf to take' the 
writer ^s counfel,^ inftead of agitating my 
heai^t with unavailing conjectures. 

** Immediately after this incident, I 
went to Italy, where I became acquainted 
with a Saxon officer, who was deftined to 
traverfe moft of my .iews.. ; ' 

O 4v 
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^*. Jofeph Wurtzburg was two &r thrrt 
years my fenior; and, without talcnta of 
any kind, burnt to be dtHinguiflied. As 
this defire of diftindion had its fource in 
a grafping churliihnefs, which would wil- 
lingly have admitted no iharer in the dis- 
tribution of worldly honours, fo was it 
totally incapable of comprehending the 
real value of adions ; learning to eiUmate 
them folely by public praife, or public 
blame. He lived, wifhing to be every 
^i^g) yet becoming nothing. 

^^ By turns, you faw him confumed 
with a gnawing defire of fupplanting a 
man in the heart of his miftrefs, or being 
pronounced a finer figure than his com- 
panions, a better dancer, deeper thinker, 
more adive officer; in ihort, there was 
nothing too high, nor too low, for his 
covetous temper to think above, or . be- 
neath its reach. 

" Envy, like a canker-worm, eat into 
his very heart: thofe who knew him 
flightly, called him a gay, good kind of 
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fillow ; fuch as obferved him clofely, per- 
ceived in him the forced levity of a man 
m continual ill- humour with himfelf. I 
do verily believe, that for himfelf he 
united the two extremes of love and ha-^ 
tred ; and prepofteroufly wilhmg for fu* 
periority in- all points over others, (for 
which nature had completely unfitted 
him,) neglefted the only point in which 
perhaps he might have ihined — yet, hea- 
ven knows what that was !^ 

** Being thrown much together in " our 
military flations, he and I became ac- 
quainted } and : from the very firft mo^ 
ment,' I fiw he eyed me with diflike. Sa 
little did I then dream of the exiftence of 
fUch a charafter as Wurtaburg's, that f 
* imputed this ^ diflike to fomething ' amifs iof 
myfelf*; and thie next time we met, en- 
deavoured to appear as fociable as I felr. 
Nothing altered him; he conflantly look-- 
ed at me with deteftation, and fpoke * t^ ♦ 
me with, bitteraefs ; yet fo, that • without! 

a 5., 
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drawing upon myfelf the charge of irrita- 
bility, I could not notice his condu£l. 

** The feft was^ that as the veteran of- 
ficers on the Rhine, (thinking a little 
exaggerated praife might urge me for- 
ward to really meritorious achievements,) 
had faid far more of me than I deferved, 
Wurtzburg hated before he faw me : the 
happy aufpices under which I joined the 
troops in Itily completed this averfion* 

*' Fortune ftill fisivoured me. I conti- 
nued to obtain the approbaticHi of my 
generics ; and faw myfelf approachifig that 
promotion for which I pwtedj^ fimply^ 
))ecaufe fron) that alone I eould e^peft 
opportunities of trying thofe fpeculative 
experiments^ from wjbich I hoped my 
country might reap folid advantage. But 
here Wurtzburg ftepped in» like my evil 
genius } and for a while ^darkened my pro- 
fye&s. 

*' The general, whofe liberty I had pre- 
served, and upon whofe friendship I ka4 
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been taught to reckon fo confidently, was 
a relation of Wurtzburg's. He was a 
well-meaning, weak-headed man; and I 
quickly perceived that his commendations: 
of me grew every day cooler, his zeal for- 
my advancement flackened j till, at lengthy 
he ceafed to diftinguiih pie from any other 
perfon* 

^' You are well acquwited with the^ 
difaftera which befel the Auftrian army 
in the campaign of ninety-fix*. My braia 
maddens, when I remember the thoufands. 
^f gallant foldiers that were abfolutely 
iaorificed by the inlanity of General 
A— g— u: but, thank Heaven, though I 
fliared in the misfortunes of the battle of 
Montelezoni, I escaped its difgrace*. 

** I was in the divifion commanded by 
Lieutenant-general Provera;. that brave 
divifion which, forgotten by the flying 
A g u ,. was left in the ntidft of a vi(^ 
torious enemy, without a chance of fuc- 
€onr, relying folely upon its own epergy*. 

^^ Duxing two nights s aften the engage 

i> 6' 
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ment of the main armies, the intrepid 
Provera endeavoured to efFeft a reti^eat 
by croffing the Bormida ; but that river 
was Jo fwoln by heavy rains, that its paf- 
fage was impoffible ; he therefore came 
to the refolution of fortifying his little 
army among the , ruini of an old fortrefs, 
on a neighbouring mountain. There, for 
two days and nights, completely encircled 
by the republicans, without provifions of 
any kind, nay even without water, and 
almoft hopelefs of aiiiftance, we repulfed 
the aflailants. They «had infolently sum- 
moned us to furrender at difcretion; but 
after havkig been thrice beaten back with 
horrid flaughter, and loft three of their 
generals, they allowed us terms; and we 
furrendered prifoners of war. 

** This removal of me wa^^ 1 am cer- 
tain, a (incere pleafure to Wurtzburg ; but 
he was not long ftiffered to enjoy it : we 
were exchanged; and as every individual 
of the brave Provera's brigade partook of 
the honour due chiefly to himfelf, I was 
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again congratulated by my brother offi- 
cers. 

** You wonder, perhaps, at my ufing 
the word congratulated ; yet I have not 
mifufed it. Succefs 13 not the teft of ho- 
nourable exertion: and a handful of troops, 
abandoned, tfolated in the midft of an 
army, furrounding them on all fides, like 
the waves of the fea — an army which they 
baffled, in fpite of famine and defpair*— ^ 
was, in the eyes of all Europe, an objeft 
of refpe£t and admiration. No, Deme^ 
trius, I would not give one leaf from the 
hard-earned laurels of that memorable 
time, for all the blood*ftained wreaths that 
may hereafter cover the Ihame of rebels 
and ufurpers. 

^^ No fooner had I rejoined the army, 
than Wurtzburg came again in contad 
with me, by his being placed in the fame 
brigade, which was fent to ftrengthen the 
garrifon of Mantua. About this period, 
I received a fecond letter from my un* 
known j together with the fine ruby, now 
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upon my finger : it is exquifitely cut, antf 
would be ineftimabk to me, were it only 
for its representing the Great Gonfalvo^ 

i-ETTER TO COUNT LEOPOLSTAT. 

** I hailen to fend you a trifling tefti- 
xnony of the increafing efteem with wbichi 
I confider you : though I have beoa . fo 
long fil^Qt,^ I have not thought of you the 
leis.. Accept this ring, for the lake of one- 
to whom your virtues have endeared you j 
not your graceful perfon^ nor |lill more 
graceful accompliOiments ;: thefe €9A have 
no weight with me^ (though I eonfefs 
myfelf fo filly as tp fet fpme value upoor 
a pleafing exterior,)' fince I never have 
feen you- 

*^ Whenever you look on the head whiqb^ 
enriches this gem, let the noble character 
whicb made it thus admirable refrefk- 
and animate your pr^fent virtues* Like 
hk^ your gallant acquirements have aL> 



THE HUNC^ARIAV BROTHERS* 63 

ready obtained, for you the title of * Pripce 
of the Youth ;* and like his, your conti* 
nued magnanimity will enfure to you the 
name of a hero. * 

♦ Gonfalvo di Cordova, juftly denominated the 
Great, was one of the mod cekbrat^d generals of his 
time. In the midfl oSf a brilliant military career, 
during which he had achieved the important conqueft 
^f Naples, he was fuddealy recalled to Spain by an 
ungratefal mafter ; who envied him that love »nd ad- 
miration, which he fufpedied might one day be em- 
ployed for the purpofes of traitorous ambition. Dif* 
appointed in a long-promifed honour, and cruelly 
iiegle6ied, Gonfalvo retired to Loxa; where he de- 
voted himfelf to the ftudy of elegant literature, and 
the pra&ice of every domeftic virtue. At this pe- 
riod, he was confulted by Cardinal Ximenes, upon aa 
expedition to Africa againft the Moors. It was thea 
that Gonfalvo proved himfelf a hero : forgetting pri- 
vate wrongs, in zeal for public good, he ronfed every^ 
power of his foul to produce a plan which was to 
crown another with glory ; he recommended the only 
general likely to rival his own fame ; and when fud- 
ce& had; confiimmated the dazzling enterprize,. fromt 
the depths of folitude he liftened vrith patriotic joy to 
the fhouts of popular applaufe, greeting his fortu- 
nate competitor* 
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** Your courfe in Italy has been uni-i 
formly as bright as my heart predifted.' 
r have many military connexions ; and 
from them have heard inftarices of your 
humanity, far more a£Feding than all the 
exploits of valour. 

" Amiable Leopolftat! ever be true to 
your own principles; and you will carry 
with you, into every fitu%tion, the prayers 
and bleffings of fuch as love goodnefs.. 
Adieu/' 

*^ Say what you pleafe, my deajf 
Charles," exclaimed Demetrius, *• yet Til 
maintain this fweet fermonizirig epiftolarian 
to be a. woman-; and if you ever fall in 
love with. any. one elle, I fhalL think you 
have a>heart like a bullet*^' 

** That would be paffing- a- terrrbly 
unjuft fentence upon* my charafter," re- 
turned his brother :.** my heart is indeed 
touched with very tender gratitude to-» 
wards this fuppofed fair; but as I really 
cannot perfuade myfelf to become, certaift 
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that my anonymous is a woman -— » a young 
amiable, delightful woman, ! may, per- 
chance, difpofe of my afiedions, after alt, 
in favour of fome charming reality. How« 
ever, to fatisfy you, my dear boy, I will 
own, that always after receiving theie let* 
ters, I thought for many weeks ef nothing 
but their writer ; wearied my brain with 
conjedures of who it was, and where they 
were ; and never met a pair of fine eyes 
looking at me, without momentarily be- 
lieving that they belonged to my corref- 
pondent. 

" In Mantua, where I was Ihut up for 
eight months^ I thought I had at lad dif- 
covered my incognita. This lady was a 
young widow, the niece of the chief ec- 
clefiaftic there ; and having been early 
married to a Neapolitan oiEcer, who foon 
died, had. returned to live with her fa- 
mjly. 

^' She was at this time about five-and 
twenty j elegant, rather than handfome j 
and exquifitely accomplished.. From. th« 
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moment ihe diftinguiffied me by particiilar 
notice^ Wurtzburg fell enormoufiy in lovfi 
with her : it was amufing to fee the little 
contemptible tricks which he ufed to fup* 
plant me, and the arts he eflayed to pre- 
pofiefs me againft her. Had 1 been at* 
tached to Signora Berghi, fuch conduf): 
would have exafperated me; as it was, I 
laughed at him. 

^' The uncommon information and de* 
lightful converlational talent of this charm- 
ing woman, beguiled moil of the tedious^ 
hours* which made up the days* and weeks, 
and months, waided in Mantua* I felt a 
fort of home*like aflPe&ion for her, and 
was accuftomed to talk with her as with a 
fifter. 

" Hitherto, I had never attributed her 
unrivalled kindnefs to any other account, 
than a fympathy in our tafles- and opi-. 
nions; but one evening, after an intereft- 
ing difcuflion of military events, (for ihe 
was furprifmgly (killed on this fubjed,) I 
was accompanying her voice in a favourite 
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fong, wh«n finding her hefitate, I looked 
up^ and met her eye, as itrefted upon my 
ring with a very agitated expreflion ; ihe 
blulhed exceffively^ and ftammering out 
an excufe,* retreated from the inftru- 
ment. 

** At that ' inflant, I fcarcely knew whe- 
ther I was rejoiced or difaf^ointed : to 
fay the truths I believe I was the latter } 
for SIgnora Berghi, with all her excellen* 
cie$9 was not precifely - fuch as a young 
man of two-and-twenty would wi(h to 
find an incognita. This blufli, however^ 
was convincipg. Without taking time to 
deliberate, and in fuch a hurry of fpirits 
that I forgot all caution, I followed her to 
a ibpha, refpedfuUy took her hand in 
mine, exclaiming — 

, *« « Have I then learned from that amiable 
blufh, what you have hitherto fo cruelly 
coBcealed from me ?--what I have fo long 
panted to difcovd* ! And nuiy I now dare 
to affwe youi that your goodn^— your 
approbhtion— ' 
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'' Here I loft myfelf, for I felt as if I 
ought to have been rather more ardent in 
my gratitude to a charming woman. 

** Signora Berghf, who could only un- 
derftand from this that I was in love with 
her, and had interpreted her bluih into a^ 
mutual paflion, became really beautiful 
with various emotions, that^ ra:ibellilhing 
her cheeks and eyes, gave to her whole 
figure an air of the moft touching fenfi^ 
bility : fhe trembled, fighed, averted her 
face, and withdrawing her hand» faid^ 
foftly •— • And have you indeed wifhed for 
riiis difcovery ? Till now, \ feared that 
you fet no value on my efteem** 

" * How could you wrong me fo ? Was it 
poflible for me to read fuch- pure and 
admirable fentiments y to know myfelf io 
partially confidered; to wear this fweet 
remembrancer, and^ yet not llanguifli to 
. difcover the fex and cbaraAer of my invi*, 
fible friend j my guardian angel ?' 

^ I flopped, but received* nfi- anfwer^. 
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A deadly palenefe Aicceeded tbofe rich 
colours, which but the inftant before had 
s^nimated facr countenanxie. She pufhed 
me from her, faintly exclaiming,' * Ah, 
there is fome fatal miftake !' While fhe 
%oke, fhe fell fenfelefs on the ground," 

Here Count Leopolflat fighed repeat- 
edly ; and Demetrius, obfcrving his bro- 
ther's eyes fwimming in tears, caft down 
his. ' Charles then proceeded, 

^* When ihe recovered, flie earneftly 
demanded an expianadon ; and as indeed 
I had already gone too far to recede, I 
frankly told I^r the hiftbry of my ring. 
At this conclufion fhe wept fome time 
without fpeaking ; at length, flill keeping 
her eyes fixed on the floor^ fhe faid, with 
the moil affe&ing gentlenefs, ^ Surely you 
will be generous enough to acquit me of 
a forward aifedion, (even though I have 
thtis explicitly fhewn how dear you are to 
me,) when I folemnly proteft, I am not 
that happy perfon, fo defervedly inte^* 
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refting; and that, confequentjiy, I could 
find in your firft addrefs only the decla^ 
ration of a mutual preference. Oh, Count 
Leopolftat, when we are feparated for 
ever, think of me, not as an indelicate, 
but too ingenuous woman, whofe heart 
had yielded to your virtues, and now tears 
itfelf from them eternally, with the ago^* 
nies of death !* ' 

^^ The agonies of death did indeed fit 
on hex^ pale face, a$ breaking through my 
now clafping arms, and gating convuU 
fively, fhe rufhed out of the apartment* 
I could not fuffer her to leave me thus ; 
but following, and conjuring her to hear 
me a fingle inftant, at length .almoft car* 
ried* her back. 

^^ It would have beeh criminal in me to 
have deceived her: I therefore candidly 
explained what my feelings had been 
towards her; what they now were, (for 
they were tender beyond all expreffion; 
and my looks muft have been fsuthlefs to 
my foul, if they did not exprefs that ten- 
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demefs :) but it was in vain that I talked 
to her of love ; (he anfwered, that I niif- 
took pity for preference ; that though (he 
believed my pity was ever accompanied 
with refpedy and £sir tenderer than the 
love of mdfl: other men ; though it might 
make her happy, it would not render my* 
felf • Jo. She therefore religned me to the 
myfterious and, (he hoped, fortunate lot, 
which feemed deftined for me. 

<^ I will not weary your attention, my 
brother, with all the^ arguments which, 
during feveral interviews, I ufed to this 
eccentric, admirable woman, but proceed 
to tell you, that as every interview dif* 
played more accurately the delicacy and 
fweetRefs of her character, I became fo 
truly attached to her, fo grieved at her 
incredulky^ that I fell ill ; and the phy* 
^cian pronouncing the diforder to be on 
my mind^ (he was induced to credit my 
proteftations, and Uefied me by faying 
fo. Of cpurfe, my recovery was imtHe* 
diate.'* 
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• « 

" But how came Ihe to blufb, when yoA 
caught her eyeing the ring ?" faid Deme- 
trius. '* I do fufpefl:, in fpite of all her 
afiertions — " 

** You are miftaken then/' interrupted 
his brother. " Wurfzburg, who found 
out her preference for. me, long ere I 
ftifpeded it myfelf, defirous, I prefum'e,- 
to have me cohfidered as under engage* 
ments to fome other woman, had cen«' 
fured my refenre, and inftanced its folly, 
by my making a myftiery of fiich a trifle 
as a ring. Of this ring, he faid, he had 
often aflced me in vain ; adding, that it 
was mod likely the gift of fome fair fa- 
vourite, which fohr'ed the riddle of my 
extreme coldnefs in praifing all other 
women. During my* indiipofition, thb 
iilly fellow made a paffionafe declai^tion 
to Signora Berghi, which fhe iUenced by 
declaring our engagements : " from that 
Inftant, his animofity knew no bounds." 

^^ Well, butj proceed Charles -, tell me 
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how it happens that you have not mar- 
ried this amiable creature ?'' 

Charles^ now turned very pale; he 
averted his head, and faid, in a fufibcated 
voice, ** She was taken from me by death," 
He then rofe, walked to a window, and 
remained there a long time in iilence : 
when he quitted it, his eyes were heavy 
and fwoln, and the fmile which he forced 
to his lips, parted them but for an inftant* 

*' ril finiih my ftory another time,'* he 
faid, haftily, (brufhing off with his hand 
the tears that gathered afreih in his eyes) ; 
" let us have a walk." 

Demetrius, without trufting his voice 
to reply, (for forrow is contagious), rofe 
quickly ; and toiling his hair into a thicker 
(hade over his brow, as he put on his hat, 
followed his brother into the ftreet. 
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CHAP. III. 



"1 HE next time in which the brothers 
breakfafted alone, Charles refumed bit 
narrative. 

" When I was firft fufFered to avow 
ntyfelf the lover of Signora Berghi, the 
fituation of Mantua grew every ^zy more 
critical. Marflial Wurmfer, having im.- 
prudently thrown himfelf into that haif- 
famiflied city, with twenty tfaoufand frefh 
troops, was now, after . four months de- 
fence, reduced to extremities: each at^ 
tempt made by the allies to raife the 
blockade had failed ; we faw ourfelves 
oh the point of either perifhing with 
hunger, or difgracefuUy capitulating. A 
dreadful fever raged in the garrifon : 
we were obliged conilantly to break the 



f; 
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formidable cordon of the enemy, merely 
to obtain a few^ provifions, which the 
environs foon ceafed to afford us;* and 
we were faft finking into defpair, when 
General Provera with a fmall force ar- 
rived before the French lines. 

** As the command of foraging parties 
had often been entrufted to me, and as 
1 was therefore thought capable of exe- 
cuting a difficult enterprize, with fome 
prefence of mind, it fell to my (hare to 
convey intelligence from the Marihal to 
General Provera. At fome riik this was 
effefted : and the fervice being deemed 
important, both generals promifed, uiifo- 
llcited, that their reprefentations to the 
Emperor ihould obtain for me the grand 
crofs of Maria Therefa. 

" During this"" fhort abfence from Man* 
tua, my poor Leonora, (whom I had left 
ill of the fatal fever ; iand from whom I 
parted with a foreboding heart,) grew 
rapidly worfe; and living' only to hear 
that I had fucceeded*; that the*^ reKef of 

E a 
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Mantua was almoft certain ; that her 
Charred was about to receive an honour- 
able tieftimony of his zeal for the fervice, 
expired in my arms. 

*' The day was juft dawning, Demetrius! 
when the tumult of mufquetry, fhouts^ 
and ihrieks. announced the hour of the 
fortie. What were all the emotions of 
my life to that which I felt then? — my 
charafter, my honour, my duty, my fu- 
ture peace, were all at flake ! If I were 
abfent, I fhould be difgraced for ever — 
if I joined my regiment, the woman I 
loved would die deferted ! — 

*• This diftrafting conflift did not con- 
tinue long : her laft figh ftruck my ear, 
and her cold hand fuddenly dropt mine. 
What I felt, what I did at that agoniz- 
ing moment, 1 know not : I remember 
nothing till a loud burft of artillery, 
fucceeded by cries of frightful furprize, 
recalled me to the confcioufnefs of hold^ 
ing her dear body faft locked in my 
arms. I preifed it feveral times to my 
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bvercharged heart; motioned for her 
wretched uncle to receive the precious 
burthen ; and then hurried like a madman 
into the, thick of the engagement, 

** Conceive my horror when I found 
that I had been repeatedly called for 
by my commanding officer; that my 
fquadron was already engaged; and that 
our caufe was defperate ! 

*^ During the night General Buona* 
parte, (receiving intelligence of Provera's 
deAination,) had followed him with the 
titmoft celerity, and was now united with 
the blockading army. What a fcene of 
ilaughter enfued ! we were in defpair,— 
the enemy, confident : and it was not till 
the unfortunate, aftonifhed Pro vera, 
(obliged to fubmit to an unforefeen fu- 
^periority;) had furrended his remaining 
foldiers, that we relinquifhed the con- 
teft. 

*^ We were again fhut up in MantUa ; 
before which a vi&orious and immenfe 
force was now confolidated. 

£3 
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*^ No fobner did I lay down my arms^ 
and thought to have had a ihort interval 
that I might dedicate to the memory of 
one whom I fhall never forget — - O never^ 
never ! «— thin I was fummoned to a court 
martial ; and charged with defertion from 
my poil on the morning of the I4ih« 
My enemies (who feized this occafion) 
were indefatigable in exciting fufpicioBS 
of my fidelity; and they had fb artfully 
woven truth with falfehood in their aeci)o 
fationsy that for many hours my very 
iife feemed at the hazard, --^ But my de* 
fence was fo iimple and iincer^ ; the 
circumftances of my cafe were fo a&£):- 
ing and peculiar; my attachment to the 
g^ieral caufe fo well afcertained, Cby 
the imminent riiks I had run to profper 
it, the day before,) that the fentence 
pafied was comparatively lenient. I was 
fufpended from all rank for fix enfuing 
months, and my claim to the Order of 
Merit no longer allowed/' ~r 

«* O Heavens !" — exclaio^edD^metriuSa 
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*^ how were you able to bear this ? <-^ did 
yott not ihut yourfelf up from every living 
creature, and almoft break your bean with 
grief and (hame ?'^ 

*^ No, Deinetrius I — had I deferved cea» 
fure, I flioold . have funk under it : •— but I 
knew that every honeft heart would ac*' 
quk me of an intentional breach of duty* 
Even my judges pronounced fentence 
with regret upon a man, faint with fa« 
tigue and anguiQiy 2ind covered with 
wounds got in the very fcene he was 
accuOsd of having wilfully deferted. — 
Commiferation from every auditor fol- 
lowed my fentence: and perhaps your 
perfecuted brother was never fo praifed^ 
fo pitied, fo efteemed as at the inftani 
in which his enemies hoped to have ef* 
fe£ted his ruin. 

** Before I left the coyrt I requefted 
permiffion to ferve in the ranks as a 
volunteer, which was granted me, with 
great emotion, by the venerable Field 
Mtofh^U Since then, he has aifured me^ 

£ 4 
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that my colonel would have feigned ig- 
norance of my temporary . abfence, had 
he not been vehemently preffed v^ith the 
charge of partiality by two or three of- 
ficers; who at length forced him to de- 
mand a court martial. The names of thefe 
officers I could never learn : but my fuf- 
picions, perhaps unjuftly, fell principally 
upon Wurtzburg. 

•' The furrender of Mantua, fhortly 
after this period, feparated me entirely 
from this cold-blooded fellow. The terms 
of our capitulation were fuch as ought 
to have been demanded by a veteran like 
Marfhal Wurmfer j and indeed, his gal- 
lant defence and venerable character wreft- 
ed admiration from the enemy. — 

** Deprived of all military rank, I 
joined the army of the Archduke Charles. 
That young Prince was now come from 
•fields of immortal glory in Germany, to 
repair, if poflible, the errors or misfor- 
tunes of the commanders in Italy. Alas ! 
this was not to be done; even by him. 
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The French, (under a man, who has all the 
talents, but none of the virtues of a ge- 
neral ; who violates treaties and neutra- 
lities, without regard to the law of na- 
tions }) were in pofleffion of every Impor- 
tant fortrefs; and nothing was left the 
Archduke, but a refolution to defend the 
pafles into Germany with obftinate bra- 
very.— His line for this purpofe was 
drawn from the Grifons to the fea; it 
was luiked together by a chaip of pofts ; 
which formed a barrier between the enemy 
and the remainder of our army, then can- 
toned in Friuli and Carinthia. I had al- 
ways languiflied to ferve under the Arch- 
duke ; and I was now infenfible to every 
other defire in this world, fave t|iat of glo- 
rioufly effacing hard difgrace. 

" In the fanguinary aftion of Tarvis, I 
was So fortunate as to find myfelf, in the 
heat of battle, by the fide of my General, 
at the very moment in which his horfe 
was fhot under him : I inftantly threw 
myfelf from mine ; and while he mount- 

^5 



8^ THE HUKGAttlAK BROTHCES.. 

td^ difebled a French dragoon, wbofe ifabre 
ivas raifed to cut him down* The Prince 
faw the a£tion ; and exclaiming-—.' My 
brave fellow, I will not forget you/ *-^ 
charged through the field* 

^* He kept hk word. When the en^^ 
gagement was over, he enquired for the 
huiTar to whom he generouily declared 
himfelf indebted for life ; and recognizsag. 
him in me, promifed to promote me to a 
majority as foon as the period of my fu£- 
penfion from military rank f&ould be ri^ 
gidly fulfilled. 

*' The decrees of courts maa*tial are 
never to be reverfed ; and I know that 
fevere juftice demanded fome expiation, 
of my offence. At the end of the time 
I fpeak of I was reftored ta my former 
ftation J and immediately . afterwards, was 
prefented by the Prince with a major's 
commiffion ; and the Ord^er which I now 
wear. Ah ! how did the fight of it 
wring my heart ! when it was firft pro- 
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siifed me— -Leonorat, the tender Leonora 
-^ but why do I thus recall her ! -^ 

"When our troops were in the netgh-^ 
bourhood of Hundfmark, the wife and 
niece of Baron Ingerfdorf were on the 
point of falling into the enemy's hands.. 
A dangerous illnefs had confined the 
Baronefs fome weeks to' her country- 
houfe, and the march of both armies^ 
was too rapid to allow her attendants time 
to learn the neceffity of removal. Prince 
Charles, anxious to preferve thefe ladies 
from the horror of captivity, ftrenuoufly 
urged the Baronefs to quit the place 
in a litter, • and to truft herfelf to the 
protection of a troop of huifars, which 
I offered to conduct* -—His advice was 
gratefully accepted : and after a fwift 
journey, during which we had a fharp* 
conteft with a party of French horfe, we 
had the hs^ppinefs of delivering our 'fair 
charges into the hands of the Baron 
himfelf. From that hour he became my 
fincereft friend.** 
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^^ I hear nothing of your anonymous, 
all this while !" cried the impatient Deme- 
trius* 

" True," replied Charles, ** I negleded 
to tell you, that when I was in Mantua, 
and immediately after quitting it, I re- 
ceived two letters : it will be as well not 
to read the laft now. The fubjed is a 
fad one : yet the manner in which it is' 
alluded to does . honour to the writer's 
heart, and foothed mine* — I was too un- 
happy a man at. that time, to require 
caution againft folly ; and the Unknown 
tenderly forbore from faying any thing 
that was foreign to my grief. However, 
I was ftrengthened under mortification 
and forrow by receiving an affurance 
ih this letter, that my extraordinary fitua- 
tion, and the fentence of the court mar- 
tial, were the talk of all Vienna; and 
that fo far from fuffering by fuch dif- 
cuiiion, I became interefting to every 
one.—- 

" Here is the lingular epiftle which 

3 
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reached me in Mantua juft before my 
heavy lofs.*' 

Demetrius perufed its contents with 
furprize* 



TO COUNT LEOPOLSTAT. 

" Only a few weeks ago, it was my 
intention to have made myfelf known^ 
at this period ; but an unforefeen, per- 
plexmg circumflance, delays this difcovery, 
and you are now on the point perhaps of 
deftroying my deareft views. 

* I hear you are going to marry.— If it 
be true, 'and if the happy woman be as 
deferving of your heart as report fays fhe 
is, I will ftifie that felfiih regret which I am 
too honeft to deny feeling. — 

^ Difappointed as I am, I promife to 
difclofe myfelf hereafter : and ever, ever to 
remain your friend, though deprived of all 
hope of becoming ypur • 
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. ** A moft fmgukr letter indeed!** he 
exclaimed -— ** what did you think of it, 
Charles?" — 

" I fcarcely know what/** returned his^ 
brother ; " it feemed to me, as if the fair 
writer had defigned me the honour of her 
hand ^ and yet I could Hardly reconcile 
fuch an explicit declaration with my rdeas 
of female delicacy. 

*^ I certainly revolved the fubjeft over 
many times, with great anxiety ; and I 
fear, alfo, with fome regret, that this 
difcovery had been fo long delayed, I 
will not diffemble with you, Demetrius-— 
(though at the time, I certainly deceived 
myfelf) Signora Berghi, amiable, accom-- 
plilhed, as fhe was,, did not warm riiy 
heart to that delightful excefs I knew it 
capable of, 

*^ My nature is, I think, in^cceffible ta 
vanity ; but it is weakly tender j and no* 
virtubus woman ever loved me yet, with- 
out creating la me fo much gratitude as ta 
make me a little in love, with her.. 

7 
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*• Had Providence deftined me to be 
the hufband of Leonora, I fhould have 
fpent my life happily with her| yet not 
fa happily as I might have done with fome 
other woman — this incognita perhaps.** 

*' This incognita, I hope,** laid Deme*- 
trius, *' ihe mud, ihe fhall reward you, at 
laft. If (he prove of great rank, extraor* 
dinary rank, as I fufpeft, you may eafily 
account for her romantic franknefs. 

" You fmile— -well — go on with your 



narration.*' 



*M have little more to lay of the cam- 
paign,*' refumed Charles: ^' while the 
commifli oners were treating for peace at 
Leoben, the armies' lay nearly inaftive; 
and before the end of the year ninety- 
feven, the definitive treaty releafed us 
from fevere difcxpline : after which, I re* 
paired to Vienna. 

" Attracted by every thing eftimable 
and delightful, 1 had often vifited. Baron 
lngerfdorf*s houfe, when one morning 
after breakfaft, he thus addrefied me. 
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'^ ^ You and I, my dear count, are now 
fufHciently acquainted to wave all cere- 
mony j I therefore freely tell you, that 
I am peculiarly interefted in your future 
fortune ; and having fome influence, pledge 
tnyfelf, from this hour, to ferve you in 
any one way which you can point out, 
or I accomplifh. My wife and niece owe 
you everlafling thanks ; and it muH: now 
be my tafk to prove that we all think fo ; 
though never with the hope of liquidating 
our debt.' 

" I was going to proteft againft this 
exaggeration of a fimple ad of military 
duty, when he interrupted me. 

*' ' Come, come, you muft allow me to 
be a fairer judge of your merits and de- 
merits than yourfelf. I have canvafled 
the latter for fome weeks, and do not find 
them fo very frightful as to prevent me 
from faying, henceforth ufe this houfe as 
if it were the houfe .of your nearefl re- 
lative i make it your home» whenever fuch 
a home feems agreeable; and rely upon 
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a friendfliip, which, having gratitude and 
efteem for its bads, will never fail you, 
unlefs they perifli/ 

** What was faid by me, in reply to fuch 
undeferved goodnefs, I know not; but I 
did ftammer out a heap of tumultuous ex- 
pref&ons, proving that oratory, at leaft, 
was not among my qualifications. 

*' The baroa re-affured me, by cordially 
preiling my hand. 

** * There is one thing more I have to 
add/ he continued : • you are young, and 
^ probably fufceptible ; my niece, good and 
beautiful; if you fee her often, and dif7 
cover thofe endearing virtues, which are 
too much obfcured by invincible diffi- 
dence, you may perchance fall in love 
with her: it is this I would warn you 
againft/ 

** Here my indignant features . became 
fcarlet: the Baron, without allowing me 
time to fpeak, haftened on. 

*« * I fee you mifunderftand me. Believe 
me, there is not a man in ttte world to 
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whom'/ would fo joyfully give Adelaide 
as yourfelf } but ihe is not mine to give. 

*• ' When Adelaide was quite a child^ her 
mother diedj after which event my poor 
brother, who is one of the beft men in 
life, and one of the ftrangeft, found coh> 
folation in nothing but bis affedion for 
this girl. She was educated in the con- 
ytnt^' of which our fifter is abbe&; and 
never quitted that retirement till a month 
before you faw her. My brother, whofe 
eftate in Bavaria joins the lands of the 
convent, had been fo accuftomed to the 
fociety of his daughter, that it was with 
difficulty {he obtained his leave to become 
my wife's nurfe, when the phyfician or- 
dered her to Hundfmarck; and with ftiU 
greater difficulty obtained permiffion to 
winter with us here. This concefiion 
was made by him after having premifed 
feveral reftriftions j the principal of which 
is— a careful watch* over her heart. Ade- 
laide has beeh engaged, from the age of 
iifteen> to the fon of a man from whoox 
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my brother profefies to have received the 
mod fignal fervice* Of courfe^ we fliouJd 
not interfere with a parent's viewa^ and 
Adelaide is herfelf too warmly attached to 
her father, and too flrid in her notions 
of duty' and delicacy, to make me afraid 
of trufting her, even wHh you, after my 
having thus appealed to your honour. 

^^ * Perhaps this may be a ufelefs, and 
therefore tedious, detail to you, my dear 
Leopolftat ; yet my confcience would not 
have been quiet had J not made it* I 
have uniformly reprobated thofe parents 
and guardians who permit complete inti- 
macy between amiable young people, and 
then are enraged at finding mutual good 
qualities have produced mutual affeftion } 
and I am confequently bound to avoid the 
condud which I cenfure/ 

" * How juft are your conclufions! how 
admirable your fentiments, my dear lord 1* 
I exclaimed, charm^ with his generous 
franknefs ; f this is the ftrongeft proof you 
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have yet given me of your friendfliip* 
Be aflfured that even were I not what I 
am — a poor foldier of fortune — - fuch be- 
nevolent anxiety for my peace would not 
be loft on me. As it is^ my peculiar def- 
tiny renders prefumptioli impoflible — yet 
Mam'felle Ingerfdorf is not to be beheld 
with indifference.' 

" At the latter part of my fpeech, the 
Baron laughed fo heartily, that he ut- 
terly difconcerted me — * I fee you are 
to be trufted!' he cried with his ufual 
gaiety ; * that grave cold compliment, fo 
awkwardly delivered, convinces me, that 
my poor Adelaide would have ftood no 
chance at any rate;— that, if (he gives 
her heart to you^ after all, it will be 
unfought, even by a fingle civil figh. 
Well ! 'tis all as it ftould be : learn now 
to treat her as a fitter : and her attentive 
kindnefs (being no longer liable to mif- 
interpretafion) will foon prove to you, 
that her uncle is not partial.' — Here ended 
our difcourfe. — • 
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From this period, Baron Ingerfdorf 
conftantly treated me with the mofl flat- 
tering regard; confalted me on his own 
private concerns: and learnt from me in 
return, the hiftory of my life. ' He is 
now engaged in an endeavour to reftore 
us part of our loft inheritance, which he 
fufpefts to be reclaimable : and it is to 
him that we are indebted for alnioft 
every valuable connexion we poflefs in 
Vienna." — 

*' And pray what has become of that 
vile wretch Wurtzburg?'* aiked Deme* 
trius. 

Charles fmiled: ** I hope he is unde- 
ferving of fuch a decifive epithet as that. 
Tou muft. remember, Demetrius, that all 
the malice I have perhaps too haftily 
laid to his charge was never proved :' 
the evidence was merely prefumptive. 
Poflibly a year may have wrought won- 
derful 2^1teration in him ; for I met him 
unexpededly two days ago, as I was 
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paiEng Prince Eugene's palace^ and he 
returned my falutation with , fuch polite- 
nefs that it amazed me. Some perfon told 
me (ince, ' that he has got the command of 
a regiment." — 

** A regiment ! fuch a churl have a 
regiment!'* — vehemently interrupted De- 
metrius — ^^ but hang him ! what is it to 
us?~-do let me read that letter again — 
the laft, I mean : — my dear Charles, I'll 
keep fuch a look-out for you ! it will be 
impoffible for me to fee your Incognita 
without knowing her by inftind. * The 
tendered of hearts,' — Ah ! that is her's 
pf courfe, — what a fweet woman !" 

^^ It is not my intention to fall in I0V9 
as monarchs marry, by proxy;" faid his 
brother, " therefore my good boy let m^e 
befeech you not to volunteer fo very ufele& 
a fervice. 

" Come — we have talked away half the 
morning, and have not yet paid our re- 
fpeds at Madame Ingerfdorf 's." 
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Demetrius fnatched up his hat, feized 
Charles by the arm, and hurried him along 
the (treets with ^ much rapidity as he 
harangued^ 
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CHAP. IV. 

npHE Baroneis Ingerfdorf was a palfionate 
admirer of the arts ; and her mornings 
wereufually pafled in a magnificent faloon, 
denominated her work-room, to which (he 
admitted only feled friends, while fhe 
plied the modelling-fticks, or the chiiTel, 
with equal vilenefs. 

Nothing could be more furprizing, 
than to fee her there furrounded by an- 
tique ftatues of infinite beauty ; ' to ^ bear 
her defcant upon proportion, grace, ex- 
preifion, form ; to obferve her judging 
accurately of others performances, even 
at the time in which fhe was fhaping fome 
hideous mafs, out of >:lay or marble, call- 
ing it a bu(l| and looking at it with ex- 
ultation* 
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Charles pretended to no skill in modell* 
ing ; but he dreiv like a master ; and his 
spirited sketches Mrere often made in the 
work-room of the Baroness. It was her 
passion to have him drawing near her, 
while she was engaged on some piece of 
sculpturCi and Demetrius singing or read- 
ing by snatches, as the momentary hu- 
mour dictated. 

It is notorious, that a female artist 
speaks to a man of his person with the 
greatest freedom : the Baroness therefore 
had assured Charles a thousand times^ 
that he had indisputably " The finest 
head in the world/' — The most noble 
contour ;" she had modelled his bust, al- 
ternately for an Apollo, a Scipio, a 
Cyrus; and was now condemning him 
again to fresh torture, having just disco- 
vered that he, his brother, and her niece, 
would make a glorious groupe of Hector, 
Andromache, and Paris^ 

** I had rather sit on your knee for 
Astyanax," muttered Demetrius to Ade- 

VOL. u f 
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laide, in a tone of mingled mirth and 
pique : Demetrius had a bitter contempt 
for poor Paris ; the Baroness overheard 
him — laughed, and persevered.—- 

Whenever the brothers were not on 
duty, or engaged in study, they went to 
Baron Ingersdorf's, Perfect liberty was 
allowed to every one thus domesticated ; 
and if one of them would but *' «it" to 
the Baroness, the other might converse 
with Adelaide, while she worked or prac- 
tised the harp* 

So familiarized, Demetrius saw a mul- 
titude of charms in Mam'&elle Ingers- 
doif which her first , impression had 
not led him to expect. She was in- 
deed made up of all the gentle elements ; 
and naturally cheerful, displayed a spor- 
tive ease in her discourses with him 
which she never ventured with Charles. 
Demetrius admired her so much, that 
Charles at length felt strang^y alarmed, 
and warned him of her engagements : tlie 
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Other jested him on this fear ; for he was 
heart- whole* 

The birth-day of Adelaide was cele- 
brated by her relations with great splen- 
dour. On the day which made her 
twenty, all the beauty and fashion of 
Vienna were collected to ofiFer congratu- 
lations. 

The Hungarian brothers were among 
the first who entered these gay saloons, 
which were laid out to represent the 
gardens of Armida, 

Bowers of rose and almond trees, 
groves of orange and myrtle, sheets of 
mirror, so contrived as to appear like 
water flowing through woody banks, and 
at last lost among their windings ; marble 
fountains, mossy glades, starry lights, 
twinkling through thick foliage ; music, 
breathing from the flutes of unseen per- 
formers; distracted admiration, till the 
Ball-room absorbed every sense. 

It was formed into one stupendous 
grotto, almost blinding the gazer with 

f 2 



100 THE IIUKGARIAN BROTHERS. 

glittering spars, crystals, corals, and ala- 
baster : a choir like that w:hich men's 
feeble imagination supposes in Heaven, 
sang beneath its lofty arch ; while refresh- 
ing perfumes alternately grew and faded 
upon the air. 

For ' some days before, the brothers 
had taken no inconsiderable share in as- 
sisting the lovely Adelaide to create this 
scene of enchantment; they conse- 
quently contemplated its effect with 
peculiar pleasure ; 'Ijut it was annihilated 
to Charles when advancing to Mam'sell^ 
Ingersdorf he saw on her 3osom a mi- 
niature of her father, which he had re- 
cently copied from a large portrait, and 
surprized her with in the morning. 
This compliment was the more flattering, 
as it was the only ornament, out of many, 
with which she had been then presented, 
which she chose to wear. For a long 
time, after entering the ball-room, no- 
thing was to be heard save bursts of ad- 
miration from the company, that began 



^THfi HUNGARIAN BROTHERS, 101 

to crowd the apartments : at length 
Charles and Demetrius, (who were stand- 
ing together among some thick laurels,) 
unintentionally overheard the following 
sentences, ♦ 

*' And — pray tell me, my dear girl, 
who the young officer is that was disen- 
tangling your dress from a bush, just as 
I entered ? — I never saw so handsome a 

« 

creature in my life— what love-lighted 

eyes !"— 

** Yes, he is very handsome ; but surely 
not so much so as his brother ? — >It was 
Count Demetrius of Leopolstat." 

The brothers were equally confused at 
these remarks ; each grew red as scarlet ; 
and each with an agitated heart moved 
abruptly away. As Charles did not turn 
round to discover the speakers, Demetrius 
dared not : but Charles knew the voice 
that had praised him too well to require 
the aid of his tyes : and the first strong 
pulse of vanity beating violently in the 
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breast of Demetrius, made him fearful 
that Charles would discover it, and de- 
spise him. 

It happened that as they emerged from 
the shade they met the fair speakers, 
Mam'sclle Ingersdorf introduced Deme- 
trius to Madame de FontainvilJe, in a 
man-ier which shewed her unconscious 
of what she was doing : for certain that 
she must hfive been overheard, she now 
wandered from her subject, and talked as 
much incoherent nonsense, as any lady 
might do under the same circumstances. 

Charles was so absorbed in wondering 
at, and detesting the vanity, to which he 
attributed his present delirium, that he 
neglected to observe how Demetrius, for 
the first time, beheld the Beauty of Vienna; 

and poor Demetrius was, at one glance, 

* 

already " Gone ages in love." — 

A mussulman might have been excused 
had he taken Madame de Fontainville 
for one of the Houries. — Her skin was 
of*a dazzling whiteness, which gradually 
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tindled into a rich crimson upon her 
cheek: her large, soft, black tycs, were 
half closed beneath brows of the finest 
arch; and her small vermilion mouth 
lost itself in dimples. To this was added 
a figure which had attained that luxuri- 
ant perfection of shape and fullness, 
scarcely desirable at three and tWenty ; 
for even the admirers of dimpled hands 
and shoulders must foresee, that such 
beauty, (like a rose prematurely blown, 
which scatters its leaves as quickly as it 
expanded them) will shortly lose its 
-exquisiteness. A robe of black velvet, 
and a profusion of very rich pearls 
amongst her silken hair, seemed purposely 
chosen, as if the wearer meant at once to 
contrast and to match her own delicate 
whiteness. 

While every gazer did homage to such 
a display of perfection, the f^heart of 
Charles secretly worshipped the bashfulness 
which obscured the lovely Adelaide. H^r 
SQft olive complexion, though warm with 
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native bloom, was less dazzling than if it 
had been 'fair ; and her uncommonly bril- 
liant eyes, timidly cast upDn the ground, 
lost the advantage of their brightness. A 
gentle confusion closed those lips which 
never parted but to reveal snow-white 
teeth ; and wearing nothing peculiar, 
drapery simple, yet graceful, she moved 
under a thin floating veil without many 
persons observing that her figure was 
admirable. Her's were the touching 
charms of twilight ; Madame de Fontain^i^ 
ville's, the blaze of day. 

It would be vain to describe all the en« 
chanting pleasures which were this night 
varied to infinity under the roof of Baron 
Ingersdorf. Every one seemed to have 
put on their best humour with their best 
attire ; and smiling eyes, dimpling cheeks, 
cheerful voices, united with taste and 
wealth t9( leave nothing imperfect. 

The supper consisted solely of rare 
wines, fruits, and delicacies, so shaded by 
flowers, or formed into such deceptive 
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diapes by moulds of jelly ,. that nothing 
gross enough for mortals was discover- 
able by the eye : the crystal dishes were 
made to represent icicles; and the table 
was spread in a circular room, carpetted 
with green velvet, and transformed by the 
magic pencil of Charles into the pano- 
rama of an extensive landscape* 

During the time of waltzing, Count 
Leopolstat saw, with some disquiet, that 
Demetrius had Madame de Fontainville 
for a partner, and that the countenances 
of each were lighted up with unusual ani- 
mation* When others changed partners 
they still danced together : this was ob- 
served to him with great levity, by a 
young foreigner ; and it prompted him to 
whisper his brother, that it was improper 
to dance the whole evening with the same 
lady. Demetrius soon afterwards selected 
ai^other. 

Mam'sellc Ingersdorf had danced 
only twice ; first with one of the Arch* 
dukes, and then with Charles : the latter 

» 5 . 
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now sat down beside her to make obser- 
vations on the company. 

** Though I have seen the beautiful De 
Fontainville, as she is termed, a hundred 
times," said he, *' I have never asked whe- 
ther she be wife or widow, German or 
French ; pray, which is she ?" 

*' All of them, I think," replied Ade- 
laide : her father is a Frenchman ; he 
was envoy at this court many years ; dur. 
ing which period he married a Saxon lady 
who died in giving birth to their daugh- 
ter/' 

•* Well ?'• 

" Well !"• re-echoed Adelaide, turning^ 
her brilliant eyes with assumed archness 
on him; *' so, you can find me nothing 
better to do, in a ball-room, than to give 
you a history of the prettiest woman in 
it ? However, I'll satisfy you. 

'** WAen her father returned to France 
Zaire de Liancour married Monsieur de 
Fontainville, who, I fear, was never very 
agreeable to her ; for he was a man of 
violent passions and a narrow mind : he 
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took an active share in the Revolution, 
and the murder of its august victim ; aftec 
which she immediately parted from him. 
She and her father emigrated in ninety^ 
two ; and now live here in very good style 
upon an estate of her mother's," 

Charles would scarcely allow Mam'* 
selle Ingersdorf to finish this detail : 
he pleaded her implied rebuke of his want 
of gallantry as a reason why she "should 
give him her hand in another dance ; pro- 
testing that if she had not attributed his 
forbearance ta respectful timidity, she 
had wronged him so grievously as to be 
compelled by justice to make Jiim repa- 
ration. 

" Well, well/' she replied, (blushing 

at bis earnestness, yet with an increasing 
gaiety, which spoke increasing pleasure), 
*' if you'll suflFer me to rest awhile I will 
repair my fault." 

She then proceeded to inquire the 
Count's opinion of Madame de Fontairu 
ville's person. 
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*' I should have admired it a vast deal 
mcfre/' he said, " had I seen less of it. 
You smile incredulously — believe me, I 
don't say* this to compliment you upon 
a style of dress so opposite ; though if I 
ivere to say all that I think upon that 
fiubject — " 

** You shall say nothing about me," 
interrupted Adelaide. 

Charles smiled and bowed. 

*' Well then — I think Madame de Fon- 
tainville perfectly beautiful : but though I 
confess she does not in the least look as 
if she were destitute of sense ai^ sensi* 
bility^ $i\\\ she does not appear as if she 
had much of either quality ;^ beauty, fault- 
less beauty, is all that she impresses on 
tny ^ind. I long to see those melting 
eyes sometimes change their character—- 
to see them look as if she were thinking i 
to observe her complexion vary a little, 
awakening that tender interest which 
bloom, assailable by sickness and sadness, 
rouses in the breast of man, I am not to 
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be captivated by mere externals. I prefer 
eyes that make one forget their bright- 
ness in the brighter intellect transmitted 
through them ; cheeks that grow lovelier 
while gazed on ; and a shape whose chieC 
graces are displayed by accident. In fact, 
I am grown so old, I believe, as to prefer 
moral beauty before every other species.; 
and to think no woman lovely whose 
countenance does i\ot appear to me ^ the 
transparent covering' of amiable and ad. 
mirable qualities/' 

*• Ah, then, you would be pleased with 
Princess Constantia," exclaimed Adelaide 
" I hope she will ^be here to night ! So 
youthful, so pretty, so playful, so endear- 
i^^g> yet so intelligent ! Had it not been 
my fortunate lot to possess her friendship 
from infancy, I should have desired it pas- 
sionately the very first moment I beheld 
her.** 

" I have often heard you speak of this 
charming Princess," observed Charles, 
i* and with such enthusiasm as to thaw a 
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little of my usual indifFerence to strangers* 
You expect her to night, then ? I thought 
she was still in Italy." 

" She arrived this morning. But^ come I" 
Adelaide added, (with a persuasive smile), 
" I must not suffer you to retain an un- 
just opinion of Madame de Fontainville : 
it is true, I know very little of her ; but 
quite enough to authorize me in chiding 
your severity. By t]ie way, let me tell 
you, my worthy friend, that your deter- 
mined hostility to Beauty is a very hein- 
ous fault ; and that if you continue thus 
to look at pretty women with a resolution 
to find them disagreeable, you will frighten 
them into being so." 

** No such thing, sweet Adelaide," re- 
plied Charles, apprehensively hesitating, 
«• the most charming woman I know is 
also the most beautiful." 

There was an expression in his voice 
and countenance, as he timidly uttered 
this heart-felt compliment, which forced 
Adelaide to apply it properly: she af. 
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fected to treat it with levity, laughed, and 
cried, " Excellent !" while her cheeks 
burnt, and her eyes sunk under his. 

" Since I came to Vienna," she hastily 
resumed, " Madame de Fontainville sat to 
my aunt for a head of Cleopatra, (that 
unfortunate bust which your laughter- 
loving brother quizzed so violently) 
and in these quiet visits displayed a very 
great portion of sensibility ; almost too 
much, I fear, for her own comfort. Ex- 
cessive tenderness unaccustomed . to re- 
straint, unused to leave the choice of its 
objects to reason, is, in my opinion, the 

heaviest misfortune, that " Adelaide 

stopped abruptly, exclaiming — " Here 
comes Constantia !" 

Leopolstat now turned his observation 
upon a fair creature of seventeen, who 
entered from the gardens. She was de- 
licately attired in white satin, which, by 
its soft folds, faintly shadowed out the 
form of her finely-rounded limbs : except 
a white Provence rose that was scarcely 
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to be distinguished from the panting Bo-^ 
som on which it rested, and a garland of 
the same flowers, binding up her auburn 
hair, she was destitute of ornfament» 

Advancing with the apprehensive light- 
ness of a fawn, she addressed Adelaide i^ 
and her sweet yojithful voice convinced 
Charles she was destined to be beloved. 

Princess Constantia was not perfectly 
beautiful ; hut her lovely shape was a pro- 
mise of future excellence, and its thousand 
graces prevented all criticism. She had 
blue eyes that alternately expressed the 
tenderest of hearts, and the most intel- 
ligent of minds ; and an ingenuous smile 
which changed admiration into aflPection. 

When the friends had exhausted con* 
gratulationsy Charles was presented to the 
Princess. At the sound of his name her 
cheeks took a brighter red, she darted on 
him a quick glance of inquiry and plea- 
sure, repeating in a delighted tone, 
•* Count Leopolstat ! — I am very happy 
to see you at last, after so long wishing — " 
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She Stopped abruptly, blushed, cast down 
her eyes, and a sweet Tearfulness banished 
her gaiety. 

For a siflgle instant Charles lost him* 
^elf in tht suspicion that sh^ was his in* 
cognitaf. Captivated by her unaffected 
loveliness, his brain grew giddy, and he 
had not power to dissemble the feeling 
which suddenly animated all his features ; 
bilt while his eye devoured every expres- 
sibn of her face, he met an amazed look 
fl-om Adel^de which recalled his senses ; 
And the illusion vanished. Constantia was 
a girl of seventeen, and his incognita had 
written to him during five years; the 
thing, therefore, was impossible. 

He smiled at his own folly, resumed his 
tranquillity, and marvelled how he could 
have embraced the^rror with such warmth* 

The princess having been lately ill, was 
not suffered by her. aunt to dance; so 
that Adelaide excused herself to Charles, 
at the same time inviting him to be of 
their pajty in a walk through the saloons* 
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During this promenade, his graceful gen^ 
tleness so entirely restored Constantia to 
ease and sprightliness, that she turned 
€very object they passed into subjects for 
pleasantry ; yet this was done with such 
innocent mirth, that no one could finxi ib 
it a particle of ilUnature* 

The young Princess of Nuremberg was 
indeed a rare creature. There was a littl® 
girlish simplicity in her manner, which' 
preventing fools from being awed by 
the occasional penetration of her look, 
made her equally amiable to the wise and 
unwise : without intending it, she always 
charmed by her desire to make . others do 
60 ; for possessing an instinct, as it iverci 
of whatever would be most consonant to 
the tastes or feelings of her associates, she 
immediately fell in with their huniiour, 
and made it her aim to draw forth their 
best endowments. Naturally playful, but 
never excessively lively, she amused un- 
ceasingly, and delighted instead of fatigu- 
ing ; it was her happy destiny to endear. 
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even while she entertained: indeed, her 
archness had ever a softnes* in it, which 
flattered the person to whom it was di- 
rected with this idea, that she had their 
pleasure for her object rather than her 
own gratification, 

Leopolstat, as he slowly turned his ad- 
miring eyes from her to Mam'selle In- 
gersdorf, and remembered Madame de 
Fontainville, (for she was in another part 
of the assembly), secrc$tly commented an 
the whimsical chanc6 which bad thus 
shewed to him in on^ evening three spc- 
cimens of beauty, so^ perfect, yet so dif- 
ferent. He then thought of Demetrius, 
whom he had not seen for some time, 
and sincerely wished that he might not be 
still with Madame de Fontainville. 

Princess Constantia retired before sup- 
per with her .aunt. Just as she was 
giving Charles her hand to conduct 
her to her: carriage, a smile moved her 
blooming cheeks, " like roses, when their 
leaves are gently stirred with the wind/* 
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and she whispered him — ** I know young 
men are apt to . be abominably vain, and 
to construe every silly action into an 
oSering to their conceit ; so I must ex- 
plain to you. County why I longed to see 
yoU| (which confession, to be sure, slipped 
out of my lips without my intending it) 
why I blushed when I did see you, and 
looked so prodigiously silly. I longed to 
see yoUf first, because my brother has told 
sne as many wonders of your achieving as 
were ever done by the English Guy of 
Warwick ; and secondly, because numbers 
cf folks told me I was as like Count Leo* 
polstat as a sister. Now I always colour 
whenever I am taken by a pleasant sur« 
prize ; no wonder then that I should do 
so when you were introduced to me/* 
A graceful bow prefaced Charleses an* 

swer. 

€( I am afraid your Highness has chosen 

the worst way imaginable for laying my 

vanity* This flattering solicitude to be 

understood makes me believe— I hope not 
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presumptuously- — that Princess Constantia 
is willing that I shbuld respect and admire 
her." 

** She would willingly deserve to be 
respected and admired by all men like 
Count Leopolstat," washer gracious reply. 

Charles bowed again, and a deeper co« 
lour glowed through his brown cheek; 
yet was there no undue explanation given 
%y his thoughts to Princess Constantia's 
ingenuous speech. 

" I suppose it is my brother, who has 
the honour of being considered like your 
Highness," said Charles, as they approached 
the grand staircase. 

*• I hope so/' was her gay answer; 
** for I do protest, that though your com* 
plexion is vastly becoming for a soldier, 
it would not be quite apropos in a court 
lady." 

Charles laughed ; so did she ; and he^ 
aunt inviting him to the Nuremberg Pa- 
lace, they were hastening down stairs, when 
their steps were arrested by the sound of 
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a voice sweeter than those gales which 
flowing over Arabia Felix waft the per- 
fume of the rose, and the song of the 
nightingale, mingled together. Princess 
Constantia's bright eyes, flashing with sud« 
den delight, were rivetted on the half- 
opened door, from whence these sounds 
proceeded : she did not therefore observe 
the burning glow which gradually spread 
over the face of Leopolstat, as he listened 
with a disturbed heart to the impassioned 
voice of his brother. That voice," evi- 
dently addressing its seductive language 
to Madame de Fontainville, seemed breath- 
ing the very soul of love into the air 
which bore it towards Charles, Blushing 
at its contagious influence, he stood si- 
lently attentive to the following stanzas. 



I. 



Turn, turn those eyes, whose dewy light 
Spreads tender languor o'er my soul ; 

Whose' orbs, like evening Vesper bright. 
Thro' mists of melting softness roll. 
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Ah! turn those eyes, for now they <lart 
Hesistless li^ht'ning thro' my heart. 

11. 

Hide, hide those lips, that smiling meet. 
Vermeil and warm as sunny fruit ; 

Thro' which thy breath, ambrosial sweet. 
Coldly denies my ardent suit : 

Hide, hide those lips, for pity's sake ! 

They' tempt the kiss I dare not lake. 

Fortunately, both, ladies retired from 
the door, at the song's conclusion, without 
speaking ; for how could they venture to 
admire a performance which united pas- 
sionate tones with passionate words ? 

Charles saw them into their carriage ; 
and returning up stairs was about to enter 
the room where Demetrius was, when an 
unseasonable commission from the Ba- 
roness, (who hastily passed him) carried 
him back to the dancing-room. How 
would his iportification at this have been 
increased hkd he guessed that Demetrius 
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had not merely applied his glowing song 
to the bewitching Zaire, but rapidly 
composed it while another person was 
singing. 
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CHAP. IV. 



TXTpjEN the brothers met the next morn- 
ing at'breakfaft, Charles inquired what 
Demetrius thought of Princess Conftantia 
of Nuremberg. . . 

*^* I never faw her.". 

** You rauft have feen her ; it is impof- 
fible for any one to overlook fo fweet a 



creature." 



** Well then, I faw without knowing 
her. Was it that fine woman in ^ the 
Turkifh drefs ? dr that Spanifh-looktng 
girl that danced with Stzarray ?" 

" Neither* She was in white fatin, 
with flowers through her hair j and came 
into the ball room two hoiy^ before fup- 
per, but flie did not fup, 

VOL* I. . G 
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I know that you muft be fuperior to all 
human weaknefs if you are not at this 
very inftant deKrious 'with gratitude, ad- 
miration, and expeftation. (Charles as 
he fpoke averted his head, that he might 
not fee the blood plead guilty through 
the cheek* of Demetrrus.) Madame d^ 
Fontsdnville has decidedly expreffed th6 
livelieft praife of your figure ; and flie', 
has tacitly avowed as much of your man- 
ners by devoting herfelf to you the whole 
of yefterday evening : you think her the 
iovelieft woman in the world : now, if you 
can ftand this firft attack, made at once 
upon your vanity and your fenfes ; if you 
can drink long draughts of beauty and ad* . 
miration, without becoming intoxicated ; 
and can drive your warmeft paflions to 
the very edge of ruin, and yet there ftop 
them, I pronounce you a greater hero 

than Scipio/* 

" Heavens ! my * dear Charles, what 
frightful phantoms do you conjure up, 
about my talking five or fix hours to a 
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moft delightful woman, who probably does 
not care whether I am at this inftant 
ab#ve or below ground/' 

** You don't fufped her of fuch in- 
difference ; ril be fworn you do not," 
returned Charles, (an encouraging fmile 
tempering the ferioufnefs of his eyes ;) 
^* come, be fincere with your brother ; own 
to him that you think ihe dicing uiflied 
you very particularly ; and tliat it would 
not terrify you if.flie were free at this 
moment, and doomed to become your 
wife?*' . 

** I ihould be ihockingly Bngallant if 
it did !'' exdaimed Demetrius laughing ; 
" however, I'll not diffemble with you, 
Charles, I am certainly abominably vain, 
for I was laft night elevated out of njyfelf 
by Madanie de Fontainville*s attentions; 
and thought a heap of filly things: but 
none, none, on my honor, that had the 
ilighteft criminality in them. — You muft 
allow me a little harmlefsi indulgence of my 
vanity/*—- 

G 3 
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^* What ! at the expenfe of her peace^ 

^ * 

perhaps ?''— interrupted the Couut, ** after 
your flatteries, or frequent fociety, have 
alienated her heart from its nuptial vow ; 
in fhort, when you have made her in love 
with you,' you will end your fport,. and call 
it harmlefs. Fie, fie, Demetrius !*' 

Demetrius ftrove ' to difguife his vexa- 
tion under the ma(k of levity ; ** Pfiiaw !? 
he cried, ^* in love with a boy like me ! 
ridiculous !" 

** Poflibly I am too ferious,** irejoined 
Charles, after a paufe, ^^ but you muft 
pardon me, brother, in confideration of 
the experience I have had of what vanity 
may lead to. Tou may think thefe can* 
tions very premature ; but I profefe myfelf 
one oF thofe phyficians who deal more in 
preventives than cures.** 

- •* Yes, but my dear fellow, you would 
not flav a man alive with blifters and ca» 
taplafms, or ' phyfic him to * death with 
pills and. bolufes, when he is in found 
health? — You tvould not deny me my din« 
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ner,' becaufe I mi^ht eat myfelf into afi 
apoplexy ; would you ?*' 

** You are excelldiit, I know, at the ridf. 
culous, Demetrius, and I never dare enter 
Its lifts with you* All I ihall now ven- 
ture to add is this ; keep a watch over yout 
heart ; never forget that Madame de Fon- 
tainville is married ; and that, iituated as 
ihe is, her reputation is more delicate than 
that of a fingle girl. Recoiled alfo, that 
though to make a woman guilty is the 
nroft heinous of crimes, to make her un* 
happy is A crime .alfo; and that 00 plea 
of indulging ' harmlefs vamty.,* will fi- 
lence your confcience, whai^Afc lias to re- 
proach you either with thei'ldls of her 
peace or of her chara&er.*' 

" Ah ! — you are fo 'completely matter 
of yourfelf,*' cried Demetrius, with a loud 
figh, *• fb nice a weigher of pofGbiUties 
and improprieties, and fuch matters, that 
I fiear — I fliall never be like you. Con- 
lider my dear, dear Charles, this is the 
very firft time I was ever admired !'* 

o. 4. • - 
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"^ Not the firfi' time, I am confident I" 
replied Charles, kindly taking the hand 
that was ftretched forth to him ; " other 
women have admired you as much as Ma- 
dame de Fontainville, I dare iay, but were 
too difcreet to exprefs it.*' 

*^ O ! if it's only a * dare fay !' " cried 
Demetrius,* ibrugging up his (houlders ; 
^^ but you (hall be fatisfied. I was to have 
met Madame de Fontainville at the opera 
to-night, and I will not ^o." 

The fmalleft-conceffion from a beloved 
perfon was always fufEcient to endanger 
the wifdom of Charles : his tender heart, 
overflowing with the belief of this facri- . 
fice being greater to Demetrius than it 
really was, would have annihilated all the 
foregone admonition, had not the fortunate 
entrance of a fervant with a note put an 
end to their dialogue. The billet prefent- 
ed contained thefe words ; 

« 

TO COUNT LEOPOLSTAT. 

* If the brave Charles wilf be this night, 
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as the clock ftrikes twelve, at the gres^ 
gate of the church of St. Jofeph,ine, he 
will there meet a veiled woman, who wiH 
condu£b him to one long interejied in hh 
happinefs \ one, who has a difcbvery fo 
make which. fhe trufts will prove far from 
qnwelcome/ 

*' Now is your time to impofe mortifi^ 
cation upon me !'' faid Charles, holding 
out the note to his brother ; ** retort, if it 
feetti right to you, my dear. boy; and be 
j^tflfured, that I will (lifle both vanity and 
currofity the inftant you Wd me/' 

*' I would not bid you for the univerfe I** 
exclaimed Demetrius (when he had xntt 
over the letter). " It is from your ^n^ 
known ! — Surely, you make no hefitatioi* 
about going ?*' 

•* If I thought it were indeed my Un» 
known f ' anfwered the odier, half breath* 
lefs with eagernefs j " but no -r- no — I de- 
ceive myfelf : -^ yet ftay ; though the hand 
is not the feme — the feal'* — r 

He flopped and examined tbe was at-^ 

^ 5 
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tentively. Some impreflion had evidently 
been i^iade upon it which feemed to have 
been afterwards preffed on with the 
finger ; yet parts remained out of tirhich 
dther Charles's eye, or his fancy, formed 
fragments of a feal that had always been 
complete on the letters from his Incog- 
miz* -^^^ He communicated this to his bro- 
ther, whofe fight being fpeft^cled by cre- 
dulity foon difcovered a whole eagle where 
Cfiaries only faw the beak of one ; and 
every word of a mottb of which no other 
human being coold have defcribed a iingle 
letter. 

No fooner had this conje£irure ripened 
by degrees, from poffibility to prpbabi* 
lity, and thence, to certainty, than Deme- 
trius began guefling about the lady's 
rank, age, beauty, and merit ; drew a por- 
trait of her perfon as confidently at if 
he had feen her ; and bdtted boldly, that 
Charles ^ould be her hufband in a 
month. 
^* Nay, my dear fellow P he gaily adi^d^ 

8 
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Fd have you take notable care of your- 
felf ; for it would not furpfize me at 
all if this fweet romantic fair Were to 
have a Divine in the houfe. and make 
fare of you this very evening. Now 
don't be too fublime, Charles ; forgive a 
little eccentricity for the fake of much 
afFeftion ; and don't infift upon the Jjoor 
girl loving you with and without reafon 
at the fame moment. For tpy part. Love 
like * Charity covers a multitude of fins ;» 
and I only wifh fome . good kind of body 
would take pity upon me, and pick! my 
pocket of my heart ; for Tm confound- - 
ediy tired -of its heaviiiefs, and' defire 
nothing more fervently than to get it ■:. 
agreea:bly off my hands." 

•* What a fund of mifchief and mifeiy 
j)erhaps lies under this rattle of yours!'*'', 
obferved Chaf les. " Ah, Demetriiis, De- - 
inetrius*! you know)iothing of what you 
wifli. — However, if yon are really under - 
f*ach a preffing nec^ffity to. difburthen • 
yourfelfof your heart, come withme, ancji 

06. 
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■ 

111 (hew you an objeft precifely formed 
to captivate you : the young Princefs of 
Nuremberg/* ^ 

" A Princefs ! — Good, i'faith ! — I ve- 
nerate your prudent recommendation^ 
Charles !" — 

** O thou giddy boy ! — ^ you know very 
well* I would neither have you wretched 
nor culpable ; and of courfe Princefs 
Conftantia is as , far remoted from you 
by the cuftoms of fociety as Madame de 
Fontainville by. the -law of heaven : I 
merely wifh to mend your tafte by 
ihewihg you^ a better fpecies of ma- 
gic. "-. 

** O your humble fervant, fege bro- 
ther !*' cried Demetrius — " I now per- 
ceive from what quarter of the globe 
your foregone, woeful cautions have been 
wafted! From the Paphos of fighs, and 
dreams, and wiflies, and alarms! ^— only 
two hours in your company, and in that 
fliort time to bewitch away fuch a foul 
as yours I a foul io guarded round by 
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triple chaiBS of adamantine prudence ! 
Mercy upon us! what would have be- 
come of me then, whofe heart (it feems) 
wants nothinjg but the invitation of a 
few fongs fung after a ball to lure it for 
ever and aye into the firft fair bofom 
willing to cage it ! •^- Ah well ! ' Chance 
ftood my friend j and by depriving me 
of the fight of this mortal Venus faved 
rae from hopelefs flavery. As 'to you, 
my dear fellow, I have n't a doubt but 
that this evening will unrol a romance 
the length of a furlong, and as marvel- 
lous as the Legend of St. Dennis. — : So 
allons ! for a peep at its Heroine/' 

Demetrius was all fpirits at this mo- 
ment : he laughed at his brother's ferious 
defence ; forgot the preceding lefture ; 
remembered only that Madame de Fon- 
tainville had fighed when they parted y 
that his feelings, were ecftatic ; and 
Charles's Incognita interefting. He there- 
fore fet out for the Nuremberg palace 
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with no fenfation which was not pleafure- 
able. 

The amiable Princefs, whom the bro- 
thers fought, having been early deprived 
of her mother, was educated in Bavaria 
.,at the fame convent with Mam^felle In* 
gerfdorf ; where the tendereft friendlhip 
> grew between them. — 

Updn the death of her father, Con- 
ftantia 'wiiKngly, haftened to relinquiih 
even her friend for the ta/k of foothing 
the forlorn hours of her maternal grand- 
mother; who now childlefe and enfee« 
bled rather by ficknefs than age, ear* 
neftly longed for her fociety. After a. 
refidence of two yeairs in Italy with this 
venerated relative, Conftantia wa6' pre- 
vailed upon to vifit Germany with hei^ 
uncle^s wife ; but a paralytic ftroke fud-^- 
denly f(dzing the duchefs, induced her phy- 
fidan to recal the Princefs long ere her 
intended fhort abfence Ihould have ter- 
minated. 
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Inclination led the brothers to make 
their firft call at Baron Ingerfdorf *s, where 
they learned the mortifying tidings of Prin* 
cefs Cgnftantia's departure. A courier 
had that morning fummoned her back to 
Italy ; and flie hurried from the Capital 
with all the expedition of terrified aJFec- 
tion. 

How heavily to Charles pafTed the 
hours of this day ! Fluduating between 
the hope of finding his Incognita amiable^ 
and the fear that fhe would be other- 
wife ; now dreading that he was deluded,, 
and now fcrutini^ing with uiieafinefs, 
the flrange chara&er which prompted 
fuch ftrange conduct > alternately fufped- 
ing her blameably imprudent, or con* 
ftru£ting for her a manrelloua romance 
capable of folving every inyfbery, and 
fandioning the moft erratic adions ; -^ he 
nearly agitated himfelf into a fever. But 
fbr all tbis, be . certainly wiihed more fer« 
vently to find her an old woman, than a 
young one: one who would adopt lum 
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for a fon, inftead of feekijog to make him 
her hufband. — His chief reftleflnefs arofe 
from a diflike to be thus left v^andering 
in GOQJedure ^ for he had no ambition like 
Demetrius (v^ho fecretly indulged the moft 
extravagant expedations for his brother :) 
and no heart like him to give away to a 
phantom. 

It had been determined by the bro- 
thers that they Ihould appear together 
at the opera ; (for Charles would not 
fuffer Demetrius to break a promife made 
even to Madame de Fontainville) and then 

■ 

repair to the church* of St. Jofephine i 
Vfhere Demetrius was to ftay with hini 
till the ' veiled - lady (hould arrive. This 
plan was fallowed. 

Madame de Fontainville, piqued at the 
late entrance of her young, admirer, re* 
ceived him with extreme coldnefs ; be* 
ftowe4 all her attention, for a (hort time, 
on a party of Engliihmen who were with 
lier, and then fuddenly left the theatre^ 
Demetrius ihewed fuch vifible mortifi^ 
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cation and refentment at this, that Charles 
refrained from overpowering him by any 
obfervation : be hoped to fee him difgufled 
by her feeming caprice, and fuffering him, 
uxmoticed, to gnaw the corner of bis hat,' 
ilaid the conclufioh of the piece ; and thei> 
as the clock approached twelve trod the 
road to St. Jofephine's. 

Charles took the precaution to arm 
himfelf; and he was not forry that he 
had dohe fb, when Demetrius accidentally 
fuggefted the poffibility of this pote be« 
ing a contrivance of Wurtzburg's to en- 
trap and perhaps murder "him. — Leopol. 
flat fmiled at the latter furmife ; but 
admitted the likelihood of Wurtzburg's 
malice having prompted the poor trick 
of cheating a fenfible man into the folly 
of thus traverfing the fuburbs to meet 
nobody, Impreffed with this idea, h% 
heard the clock chime a qijarter after the 
hour, and was juft leaving tjie place, 
when a female ' figure, in an ordmary 
drefs, vet clofely veiled, advanced from 
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behind the portico of the church, and 
foftly pronounced his name: he ftarted 
JForward ; caught a hafty benediSion from 
Demetrius; then following the woman 
down a flight of fteps, was foon loft amid 
the obfcuritjr of the night. 

Left thus alone, Demetrius thought of 
nothing but his brother. — While the ad- 
venture was m perfpective, it appeaired 
the gayest thing imaginable; it was all 
delightful myftery, animating intereft ; 
but now that he approached this fpeciou^ 
pageant, he thrilled with vague apprehen- 
fion ; beheld vifions of horror where he 
had fancied elyfiums of delight ; and law 
hatred and death inftead of tendernefs and 
beauty. 

Hour after hour lingered by, and he 
counted the heavy ftrokes of the pon- 
derous clock with a far heavier heart. 
The nioon that had awhile ftruggled 
through the gathering clouds, became 
now completely obfcured ; a fierce wind 
roared among the pillars, and. round the. 
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angles of St. Jofephine's ;. and the rifing 
temped feemed mocking the agonized 
watchfulnefe of Demetrius. No one was 
to be heard in the diftant ftreets but the 
patroles, whofe difmal voices, mingling 
vith the hoarfe roar of the Danube, came 
on the blaft like the cry of ill-omened 
birds. A violent fiiower of piercing fleet 
foon began to fall, and driven by the furious 
wind beat in through the open collonade ; 
but Demetrius retreated not: his whole 
foul was with his brother ; and he walked 
wildly to and fro, fometimes uttering a 
hafty prayer, fometimes execrating his own 
folly, for having fuffered Charles to be thus 
entrapped. 

..Where to feek him he knew not: yet 
to leek htm, to fhare his fate, whateve): 
that might be, was now his refolution. 
The clock at that moment ftruck four, 
and rufhing down. the fteps, I^ encoun- 
tered a perfon advancing with as much 
rapidity as himfelf. 

" Charles! Charles! is it you?'* he ex- 



\ 
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claimed eagerly. His brother's voice, 
fpeaking in reply, came on bis fenfes 
like the firft gale of fpring ; lie could no 
longer^ fupport himfelf, but falling on his 
neck overcome with joy, faintly uttered, 
" My dear brother!" 

Charley did not fde- the grateful tesu: 
which fprang to the eyes of Demetrius, 
but he felt the agitated grafp of his hand : 
clalping him for an inftant to his heart, he 
took him by the arm, whifpering, •* Let 
us be gone.** Demetrius quickly recover^* 
ing himfelf, obeyed in filence. 

When the brothers found themfelves 
fafely enjoying the comforts of a warm 
room, 'in their own quarters, they were • 
equally folicitous to converfe about the 
events of the night. Charles was tempted 
to fum up his adventure in a very few 
words; but knowing his brother's tafte 
was averfig to the laconic ftiie, he related it 
thus : 

" When r parted from you, my con- 

« 

dudlrefs led me down a narrow ftreet,' at 
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the end of which a fmall gate let us into 
a garden, which we traverfed filently ; 
we then entered a tolerably £ne houfe, 
where Ihe fhewed me into a room, and 
there left me. Nothing could be more 
elegant than the decorations of this apart- 
ment: luxury and wealth feemed to have 
exhaufted themfelves in the tafk of con- 
ftrufting it : but ray expefbitions with re- 
gard to its fair poffeflbr were confiderably 
abated, when I obferved the ceiling painted 
with defigns and figures which a modeft 
woman would blufh to remember having 
oncefeen. A canopy of purple filk, half 
fhading a Grecian couch, was fo- impreg- 
nated with a languifliing fort of perfume, 
that whenever the lighted air moved its 
curtains, the whole apartment became luf- 
cioufly fweet ; before this flood a table 
covered with a fumptuous collation, im- 
perfeftly beheld, by reafon of the lamps,, 
which were fo contrived as to produce the 
eSeGt of moonlight. 

I was beginning to fufpe£t the truth. 
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and was in twenty minds ^^hether or not 
to make good my retreat, when the door 
of an inner faloon open.ed, and a lady 
magnificently attired, appeared at the ea- 
trance. My eyes feemed to mock me as 
they fixed on the figure and features of 
Madame de FontainvilleJ' 

" Madame de Fontainville!" repeated 
Demetrius, fuddenly turning pale. 

*' It was not really Madame de Fontain- 
ville," refumed Charles, ** but a woman fo 
like her, drefied fo px^cifely in her -tafte,- 
that at the diftance, and under the doubt* 
ful - light I faw her by, even the mod in- 
timate of her friends would have been 
deceived. She approached me with the 
moft alluring gracefiilnefs, and addreffed 
roe in a voice fweeter than filver —?- never 
did I hear fuch a voice ! 

^< For the honour <^ the fez, you mufl: 
allow me to pafs over all the pro's and 
con's of our dialogue : fuffice it, the fub* 
fiance was this. She announced herfelf 
as the celidbrated Signora Albertina, who 
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€o long has beeit the melodious wonder of ^ 
Europe, and is now engaged for the opera 
here. She profefled a violent paflion for 
your amazed brother; confeflTed that it 
was fufiiciently ftrong to prevent her de« 
nying him *any happinefs in her power to 
bellow ; and to avoid the poflibility of 
being mifunderflood, affured him fhe was 
fo far from having a mercenary end in 
view, that fhe vowed never to accept from 
him the humbleft pr^fent. To this fhe 
added a boaft of being fettled in complete 
aflSiuence by the generofity of Colonel 
Wurtzburg, * her prefent protestor, by 
whom fhe was brought to Vienna.* , 

^' Aflonifhing! well, Charles, and bow 
did you ad in fuch a perplexing di* 
lemma?'' 

' " As you, no doubt, would have done— 
awkwardly thanked the. lady for her in* 
tended kindnefs ; profefled my inability 
to return fo fudden a paflion; hoped it" 
would not be very injurious to her peace^ 
(having ari£pn merely from feemg me 
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two or three times on duty) bowed, 
moved towards the door, and tried to ef- 
cape, but all this was vain : fhe flew to 
me, a£ted fof two hours, I believe, a moft 
pathetic fcene of rage, tendernefs, and in- 
treaty ; difplayed to great advantage beau- 
tiful arms, trembling with either real or 
feigned agitation, and the lovelieft of 
mouths, breathing nothing but fighs. 

** I was not to be wrought upon by con- 
dud fo grofs : for if it were poflible for 
me to become a libertine, I am fure no 
avowed wanton could diforder my brain. 
So infeparable in my mind are decent re- 
ftraint and modefty from the charafter 
of woman, that no one wit!)oat them could 
aiFeft even my fenfes. 

*' The Signora defeated in this attack, 
changed her plan ; railed at me, ridiculed 
my * fanftity,* contrafted me with other 
men ; and exerted a wit fo keen afld 
biting, that -if I had been of a temper to 
be bantered out of principle, (he might 
have boafted the glory of a triumph. 

3 
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. *' As &e bad taken the keys out of the 
doors, I was forced to lean *quietly againft 
the hangings during her alternate bat« 
teries of inve^ive and fupplication; but 
not a word did fiie extraft from mew At 
length ft0 fnatched a tute, and touching it 
^atquifitely^ accompanied it with that re- 
ducing voice which almoft tranfported me 
into the madnefs of exclaiming-^ 

** Sure fomething holy lodges in that breafty 
** And with tl^fe warblings moves the vocil air, 
*« To teftify its hidden refidcnce !" 

*^ Nay, her very countenance alTumed 
9k divine expreffion which pleaded for 
Wurtzbufg's frailty. The rapt attenti(Ml 
wi(h which I liftened infpired her with 
the hope of having overcome my ftub^ 
b6m virtue, (Bs (he termed it) : (he re- 
doubled her blandiihmente^ invited me to 
partake of the collation before us } and^ 
at laft, faying fhe knew Wwtji^urg^ had 
formerly been my enemy* inflouated^ 

VOL. r. H 
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that flie now gave me ampte meanfi of re- 
Tenge, 

"At this inftant th^ creatufe became 

ludeous in my eyos: I faid I know not 

what; and burfting from herarms, (in 

which flie forcibly twined- me) I burft the 

door open with my foot, took the flight 

of flairs at a leap, and was over the ganfen 

wall, and. by your fide long ere the Sig* 

nora, doubtlefs, had recovered from her 

aftoBifliment." 

/' And this profligate wretch is like 

Madame de Fontainville ? ** exclaimed 

Demetrius, indignantly : ^' impoflible, 

Charlea!" 

V YOn will « acknowledge the likenefe 

whm you fee her on the ftage,** returned 

his brother : *' whether flie has, in reality, 

fortl^er refembUnce than fliape and feature 

I know not; but her complexion was 

dther naturally or artificially as ce!efl:tal a 

compound of white and red/' 

*^ I retaotmce Lavater," faid I)emetrius, 

Jidlenly* 



THE HUNGARIAK BftOTHBM) t^f 

^* And I hope at the fame tinie, you'll 

renounce your Ikill in drawing my horoT^ 
cope,'* faid Charles, lairing ; ** your 
trick of forefeeing, and knack at difco« 
vering the complete impreifion of feals, 
O brother, brother ! . what idiots do not 
men make of themfelv«s when they furren« 
der up thdr reafon to their imaginati6n, as 
we lately did/' 

The, brothers nox;^ feparated to obtain an 
hour's reft. 

A few days after Count Le<^olftat's 
interview with Signora Albertina, he was 
furprized by a vifit from Colonel Wurtz- 
burg: not doubting but that his errand 
was an hoftile one, originating in her mis- 
reprefentations, he advanced to meet him 
with the cahnnefs of imegrity. Wurtz- 
burg offered his hand ; Charles took it, 
and introduced his brother. The iJual 
common-place complimctits were then 
fucceeded by a filence, which was firft 
broken by the Colonel. 

^^ I know not what you will think of 

H 2 
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the {xiotives which have prompted this 
unrequefted vifit/* faid he, " when I ac* 
knowledge them to be a fincere defire to 
renew our former acquaintance; and a 
hearty wi(h to obtain your pardon for for* 
mer incivility. Many men would (brink 
from fuch a confeffion; and I certainly 
ihould, if I were addreffing myfelf to any 
other map than Count Leopolftat : but my 
days of competition and mortification are 
over, and have left me leifure to refled upon 
the injuftice and folly of fuch feelings/' 

He paiifed : — Charles eyed him ftea- 
dily ; and with fo diftinf): an expreflion of 
incredulity as to make Wurtzburg reply 
to it. 

" I have no right to be piqued at this 
doubtfulnefs ;" he obferved, " you fliall 
bear what excufe I have to offer for paft 
coldnefe, and may then decide." 

Charles bowecf., 

^* When you and 1 firft met," refumed 
the Colonel, ^^ I had jufl: emerged from 
the houfe of a fether who educated me 
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ia idlenefsy patnpered all my pz&ons, 
rtfftrained none of my evil habits, id* 
dulged the moft extravagant of my wUhes^ 
and perpetually prophecied that I fhould 
attain the heights of military glory. He 
died inteftate, juft as I entered the army ; 
Jeaving my fate in ^the hands of a rich 
ievere micle, who was too morofe to re» 
&rm my folly by gentlenefs, and whofe 
conftant reproofs, t^ierefore, only exsifyt- 
jrated me into rs^e. This uncle thought 
it well to let me remaun fome time a 
-fiibaltem, and to limit my allowance : I 
Jiad expe&ed fuch rapid promoticMi, (from 
dbe connexions of my family) and had 
been ufed te fuch unlimited expenfe, thzt: 
I grew half frantic with refeatment ; faw 
every thing and every body in a hateful 
light ; abhorred the whole world ; and 
.was, in fliort, as you know, a very difa- 
greeable fellow. 

^* Further than a little envying of your 
iienown, and a rude repulfing of your 
friendiinelsy my ill-humour never went: 

H 3 
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ba^Mi 18 tny Untn^ that it did iiot!-~ 
No, though ycfu were deftined at Mantua 
to blight my temkreft hopes -^ fovgive 
me/' he added, (feeing the colotir flu6:a* 
ate on the cheek of Charles) ^ I ought 
not ta touch on fo fad a fubjed/' 

He caft down his eyes as he {poke^ evU 
dentiy much agitated faimfelf. 

. ^ To contituie iiknt oowj^" faid Leopol* 
4at, after a paufe, ^^« would b^ ungratefid 
br ftupid. I will be very candid whh you, 
<;;olonel ' WitfrtdMirg> and confefe that not 
a moDth *dgo I (poke of you to my broAer 
l^re^ ai ibe ^y man whom I believed 
infilled me ilL If I wronged fou by &y- 
faig fo, accept my unfeiglied rtguet/' 

*^ Tou did wrong me. Count i'^rqilied 
the other. <^ I own that my msnmers w«re 
4b24)idding enough' to a^thorisbe fiich a be* 
^f ! 0nd I know n^ery well that when oaee 
the mmd takes up an unfavouilble opi- 
nicn of another, it is too apt to convert 
*(tefpicions mto certainties. You had eno- 
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mies m Italy, but they w^re fmilmg ene* 
Plies : men you nev^r fufpeded ; while I» 
dottbtlefs, appeared the perfoft moft likely 
to thwart your advancemem. My fince*- 
rky tnay admk of this proof. 

^^ If I w^e your enemy in Italy becaufe 
you were admired^ praifed, and promoted, 
why ihottld I not continue fo, (nay, m* 
CMaie in malice) fince you are now hr 
ittore praifed, honoured, and pfomofed 
than before f You are not yet powerful 
•nough* to af&ft me-^nay, I am xiow re^ 
moved from the poffibility x>f wifliin^ it. 
What intereft can I have in humbling my- 
felf to one I am foppofed to hate, when 
fafid has placed itie at the fummit of my 
defir^?*-*My luide is^ no more; I have 
at laft procured the nulitaiy rank which I 
.had a righc to. expeEt, and am mailer of att 
ample .fartime» Does .this ^atemtet feei% 
fauf to.you^'' * . 

**ao fiiir,^^ replied rCharies, " that I 
bhifh to have preffed a man capable of 
foch a frank avowal mto fo punfui a 
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taft. I am fure no on« can have ihte^ 
reftied yiews -in feeking my frtendfhip; 
you, leCs than all men ; and I therefore 
heartily exchamge the olive ; pledgjing 
tnyfelf not to fuffer a fingle prejudice to 
interfere with our future incercourfe. 

*^ But remember this, Colonel, I am as 
xuce in friendihip as in love ; and I may 
Jive in the confiant. inter<;hsinge of good 
offices with you, or any other, worthy mall, 
for years, without .finding him . or you fo 
intimately d^r to me as to privilege m# 
in beftowirig on you the comprebenfive 
title of Friend. You fee I am dreadfully 
blunt. Colonel ; does it di^eafe you i 

*^ Not in the leaft, Counc; I accqpt 
your terms, confident that your nature is 
loo generous .not to. rqxiy me amply for 
due little mjuftice you have mentally dpne 
me. When you fliall find that I have 
r^Uy nothing fo much at heart aj»acq«ir<* 
ix^ a title to your jefteeih, I kQow you will 
add to that a more cordial fentiment : till 
jdien I reft (atisfied ; and now requeft that 



THE HtTNGAHtAl^ BROTHERS* t^i 

* 

you and your brother will do me the ho* 
nour of meeting Field Marflial — — at 
diimer at my houfe to-morrow/' 

This invitation was gracefully accepted ; 
and a general converfatibn followed, in 
which Wurtzburg bore his part with fome 
degree of credit. The fludluating mea- 
fures of the Auftrian cabinet, and the 
probability of renewed hoftilities, were 
the theme of difcourfe : after amply dif- 
€u fling which, they feparated with mu« 
tual aflurances of good-vii^ill. So extras 
ordinary an interview gave rife to much 
fpeculation between the brothers^ De- 
metrius gloried in fuch an honourable in^ 
ftance of felf-impofed mortification ; pro- 
tefted he hated himfelf for havii^ fo 
heartily hated Wurtzburg; and adverted 
with enthufiafm to the honeft qpnfidence 
with which the Colonel had faid, ^ he re- 
lied on Lebpolftat's generous nature for 
amply repaying the injuftice he had mea^ 
tally done him.' 
In this expreflion Demetrius* difco-* 

H S . 
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Tened the iign of a gemevous fpiriC; a 
%irit which by conceiving the nobleneft 
of another's, proved its own right to re* 

/Charles was lefs cartain, and therefore 
le&. voluble : the longer he refleded on 
the Colonel's character and paft condud, 
the more reafon did he find for doubting 
the reality ' of his difintereftednefs ; and 
^e greater was the ftruggle in his breafl: 
between reliance and caution. Yet he 
canvafled the ' fubje^ again and again ; 
viewed it in every light, and found nothing 
to warrant his fufpidons. 

^' But this fdf-abafement, this frank 
avowal of unamiablenefs,V he laid to him- 
{elf, is fo great, fo magnanimous ! it is 
if> unlikely for fuch a difpofitbn as''*— 

Here b'S ftopped, glowing with ihame 
to fin4 a prejudice thus rooted which he 
had fo lately declared fliould be for ever 
amiihilated. 

^^ How can I be fuch a wretch," he ex* 
claimed^ <^ aa to refufe belief to this man's 
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iincerity^ for no other reafon than becaufe 
if he be fincere he is one of the noblefU 
miiided of men ! — away with fuch odious 
fcepticifm^ fuch worldly- wifdom !'* 

Charles then reverted with pleafure to 
his efcape from the allurements of Signora 
Albertina ; to which if he had yielded he 
would now have felt himfelf inferior in 
every way to Wurtzburg : but while he 
thought of her, his ardour cooled agam; 
and he could not help acknowledging to 
his brother, that although Wurtzburg was 
moft probably capable of much good^ his 
charader, fuUied by a grofs attachment to 
a profligate woman, muil have fome points 
from which that of Charles would eter- 
nally revolt. 



H 6 



%$i TUB BUN6ARIAI7 BROTH£R«« 



\ 

I 



CHAP. VL 

TOURING the courfe of a month from this 
period) many changes took place in 
the hearts and fituations of the brothers* 
They aflbciated occafionaliy "with Colonel 
Wurtzburg; and perceiving in him no- 
thing but kindnefs foon forgot that he 
had ever been the obje£l of their diilike. * 

Wurtzburg yras neither pfailofopbical^ 
nor poetical ; nor Hulled in any of thofe . 
delightful arts, which embelliihing our lei- 
fure hours add a polifh to virtue : the 
moil ordinary man in creation was his 
equal in all thefe things; but he had 
difcovered the important fecret of fupplying 
his own defeats by the qualities of others> 
and he therefore invited to his houfe 
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only fuch 'as excelled in fociety. The 
brothers hearing round his table the ial« 
lies of wit and the obfervations of wif- 
dom^ always receiving there extreme plea- 
fure, imperceptibly aflbciated every thing 
that was agreeable with his image. No-* 
thing, alas! is fb common as this error, 
and nothing is more dangerous* 

As the Colonel had difcretion enough 
never to mention his miftrefs, Charles faw 
her only on the ftage ; from the diftance 
of which even Demetrius himfelf unwil* 
lingly acknowledged her refemblance to 
Madame de Fontainville. Sometimes 
Charles doubted the truth of the Signora's 
affertion; and fometimes he indulged the 
agreeable belief, that Wurtzburg's evident 
attention to what he faid upon the fubjedb 
of fuch degrading connexions had pro* 
duced the fruit of reformation. 

The Colonel did indeed win on his ef- 
teem by a filent felinquifhment of many 
habits which he cenfured : and as this was 
done without boaft, even while he af>« 
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peared zealous to evince the lii^ rate at 
which he valued his good opimon, Charles 
could no longer refufe it to him* 
i Wurtzburg had long fought an oppor- 
tunity to oblige the broth^: a method 
fliortly prefetited itfelf* There l^ppened 
the vacancy of a troop in his regiment, 
which he immediately imparted to Deme^* 
trius; who had eameftly wiihed to quit 
the infantry; and who was, therefore, 
eafily perfuaded to accept a commiflion 
which gave him rank, and removed him 
into the light cavalry. * , 

.For fome lime Charles diffuaded his 
brother from incurring fuch obligation, 
and attaining promotion ere his iervices^ 
had entitled him to it. 

^* Wait till you have made one cam- 
paign, my dear fellow," he added : *• everj 
one predids that we are oh the verge of a 
war, and therefore you will not have long 
to wait : be able to jQiew an honourable 
title to rapid advancement ; and do not you 
add to the idle race that are content to be 
elevated by the exertions of others. 

II 
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• ^^ I hate the fyOem of intereft altt>ge« 
ther; and prpteft that I think not even a 
prince has any claim to military rank, 
unlefs he can urge the plea of long or 
great fervices. You can, urge neither, my 
Demetrius. You have not yet been five 
months a foldier, and all that time your 
regiment has been in Vienna. Do not 
then blaft the bright fame which I fondly 
forefee by* foreftalling its rewards : if you 
refufe promotion till you have earned it^ 
every flew commifiion will be a new re* 
gifter of your glory ; but if you thus^ pufli 
prematurely forward through friendly in-, 
tereft, no one will take the trouble to in- 
quire why you are, hereafter, a major-ge« 
neral or iield^marjGbaU 

^' I would • have you ambitious of de« 
ferving honours, not of obtainmg them. 
Ever fix your eye upon defert, rather than 
reward^ and, believe me, reward will foU 
low of courfe; at leaft, that of inward 
approbation. .Rewiatnls which iacrifice ei- 
ther to pride or vanity are below a fol- 
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dier's viriihes. I do aflbre you, my dear 
brother, that I have never received fuch 
exquifite pleafure from the flattering 
eulogiums beftowed upon my public ac* 
tions, (becaufe it coft me nothing to 
brave death in a juft ca'ufe) as I did at 
your age, when I made a conqueft over 
vanity, either from principle, or for the 
fake of compaffion. Tou know not what 
a hero I ufed to feel myfelf after having 
giyen up the folly of a new cap, or fabre- 
taih *, when an unfortunate foIdiePs wife 
happened provokingly to lie<>in upon a 
march. For to fay the truth, I con(U 
menced my career with a da(h of the cox- 
comb in me ; and piqued myfelf then «s 
much upon my good figure and good tafle^ 
as you may do now upon your's. 

'' From what has been faid, you Will 
difcover that I have very peculiar notions 
on the fubjed of promotion ; but you fee 

' * Sabre-ta(h| though unknown So tbe-Britifii anny, 
if a lailitarj accoutremeht is G^nnany*' 
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they have not injured me : nay, their very 
rigidity,' by leaving me no other refource, 
has obliged me to make ^orts ta be dit 
tinguiihed/' 

'* You are quite r%ht-—fay no mor^« 
dear Charles,'' cried Demetrius, .all in a 
glow with virtuous ihame ; I blufli at 
being fo inconfiderate as to have wifhea 
for this promotion ; and I promife you» 
that if there be a war, I will fhew a fctte 
of fears for every frefli commiffion/' 

Charles lodked at his brother's ani« 
mated countenance with the pureft de« 
light. 

^^ I know it is your wifli to get into the 
horfe," he faid ; " and if Colonel Wurtz- 
burg will procure the Arch^duke's per« 
miifion*for your tranflation from the in- 
fantry to the cavalry, l.fee no poflihle 
reafon why you (hould not accept of a 
cbmetcy in his regiment,'' 

Demetrius was in fuch ecftades at this 
fuggeftion, that he would, not allow his 
brother time to reconftder it; b]it hur« 
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jried bini away to Colonel Wurtzburg^s^ 
where the plan was immediately arranged, 
and in a few days completed. 

Charles would not fo readily have pro- 
moted this alteration, had he not fecretly 
hoped it might remove Demetrius from 
the metropolis ; where the mofi: ferioua 
dangers began to threaten his peace aiid 
his integrity* Madame de Fontainvilie, 
too much pleafed with the beauty and 
ipirit of Demetnus to relinquifli the wifii 
of adding him to her train of flaves, ac- 
cidentally encountered him as he was 
coming' alone out of the opera*hottfe« 
A vaft concourfe of people and carriages 
rendered it difficult for her father, (who 
was her fole companion) to get his coach 
near the door, and as he left her tor a 
moment to feek one of his fervaats, I>e'* 
metrius ps^ed her. 

. At the found of a female voice, tinxdly 
pronounciiiig his namet he turned haftily 
round, and beheld the beautiful object of 
his forqier admiration and pique, ftand* 
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ixig amid a current of air, in a fdStary 
waidng*room, totally unguarded. Forget- 
ting every thing, except the delightful 
emotion her firft notice had excited jn 
him, he fprang forwards, eiixdainung ---^ 
*^ Alone ! unproteded ! and I fo fortunate 
a8«to fee you!'^ 

While he ^oke, he feized her hand» 
without any confcioufnefs of haying done 
fo, till its- foft yielding texture made him 
fenfible of the mod: exquiike pleafure. 

** I ought to be very angry with you,** 
fasd tlie bvely Fontainville, (faintly try- 
ing to withdraw her hand, which indeed 
only emboldened him to preTs it more 
-fcrvemly) " and ought to refufe your 
affiftance; but my anger is always as 
fiiortJived as it i^ violent ; and never vio- 
lent except when created by fome one I 
like very much." 

The lafl: words were ^Imofl loft from 
the low, fighing tcme, in which (he faid 
fSxtm; but the heart of Demetrius was in 
his ear, and he heard them too clearly. 
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The fmothered fire now burft forth i 
he murmured apologies, thanks, protefta- 
tion, and paflion, over the hand which he 
akemately prefled to hi$ breaft and to 
his lips : and Madame de FontainviUe, (too 
fearful of lofing the lover fhehad wiihed 
fo earneftly to gain ^ too tender to be dif* 
creet ; too innocent to imagine that for* 
bearance might licence him in the moft 
irregular hopes) fuffered him to figh and 
vow unreproved. 

The Marquis de Lumcomr» bar &tfaer^ 
terminated this Icene^ Dfemetrius^ faw 
them feated in the carriage^ after pleadU 
ing a pre-engagement as an ezcufe for 
declining their joint invitation to fup- 
vper. 

What did it not coft him to do fo ? He 
was wild with an imperious paffion, 
which had its origin in' vanity and the 
fenfes ; a paiGon which was now afluming 
a tenderer cafl: from the evident feofi- 
bility of Madame de ]^ontainvillc> • He was 
fuddenly tranflated from mortification into 
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t^anfport i and in place of cold words or 
averted looks, was permitted to breathb 
the breath of love over the faireft hand 
iA the univerfe ! to gaze unchaftized, (ex- 
cept by kindling bluflies) on eyes whreh 
met his with melting forgivenefs; and to 
hear himfelf named as the obje£i: of her 
peculiar partiality : great was the facrifice^ 
yet he made it to fraternal affection. 

Politenefs required that Demetrius fl^ould 
call the next tnoming to inquire after 
the Marquis and his daughter. Charles 
foreboded the event of fuch an acquief* 
cence with the forms of fociety ; Ijut how 
could he buit the feelings of his brother 
^y any ftrong expreflion of uneaiinef^, 
when that brother had fo recently given 
proofs of his felf-control ! Demetrius went 
therefore* *Mjl 

Alas ! from that fatal morning was to 

be dated the end of his felf-coitimand« 

« 

Madame de Fontainville was it^refiftible, 
not only in beauty but in accomplishments ; i 
ihe poflefled talents fpr 9very art which^ 
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captivates the tafte or the fenfes; and 
though "Without a (ingle foflid acquire- 
ment, had a fenfibilky fo tender as to 
become infedious. Educated in the dif«^ 
folute court of France, ftie knew no fixed 
principles ; yet her propenfities being all 
inclined to good, and no obje^ having 
till now excited one lawlefs wilb, fke bad 
reached the age of three and twenty with 
perfeft innocence. Her hal^ts of life re- 
lieved her from the necefflty of reflexion : 
and confcious of no glaring evil in her 
heart, ftie yielded without fcrutinizing 
them, tQ all its impulfes. 
* Monfieur de Fontainville faa^ been the 
choice of her father — he deferted the 
court party, to which fhe was paffionately 
attached ; and from that hour fhe difllked 
him. When he voted for the death of 
the virtuous Louis, (he feparated from 
him with hbrror. Without a friend to di- 
rect It, the very amiabknefs of Madame 
de Fontainville's nature led her into 
emorz fii6 ^ihed to pleafe^ not merely 
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from Vanity, yet was too ilUriftruftcd to 
know -of any other method than that of 
looking handfome, and being good-tem« 
per^d : ber triumphs confequently weref 
devoid of infolence ; her rivalry without 
malice. 

Deftitut^s of cfaiidred, {he felt a void in 
her li^art, which indeed had never been 
filled, but which ceafed to be the inftaat 
ihe beheld Demetrius : hufiied away by a 
fudden defire to pleafe, to charm, to rivet 
him, fhe did not afit berfelf why ihe. 
wiibed it, or how fiieh a conqueft might 
terminate. Till nbw^ ihe had nevfer ob* 
ferved in 6tber$, and never bad occa'fion 
to obferve in herfelf, that Love advances 
from wifli to wifh, till nothing is left it to 
defire : that each feparate gratification, 
till attained, is £alfely thought the boun- 
dary of pur views ; and that even the mofl: 
upright, haying once fuffered themfelves 
to rdpire the killing 'air of unfan&ioned 
paifion, lofe all jiift notions of vice and 
vtriue. 
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Madame de Fontainville had certainly 
fe^n many handfome men before (he ikw; 
Demetrius; but never any wboTe Goun*^ 
tenance was fo love-infpiring a compound 
of beauty^ fpirit^ ,md fenfibiUtyi Thefe 
graces captivated her without being ana* 
lyzed by. her reaibn ; and yet had they not 
all ihiaed upon her at once fhe would ftill 
have remained free» 

After onQ vifitatthe Marquis de Lian«> 
cour'S) Demetrius found himfelf. unable to 
refelve upon nevjer making a fecoad« Hi$ 
fenfes were foon bound in hopelefs flavery 
'by the varioius dnirms of Madame de 
Fontainville; his hesurt was melted by 
her. foftn^s ; and from often lifteoing to 
the janimai^d ftory of her hulhand's poli- 
tical apoftacy ; and her ^ithufiaftic fond- 
nefs for the unfortunate Antoinette^ he 
grew into an impatient longing for that 
huiband's {death. 

How rapid,, yet how undifcemable, are 
die encroachments of vicious defires 1 
Thefe two perfons who bad fo lately loved 
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wthput forming a wi(h beyond a kin4 
look or word ; who bad fatisfied their 
uneafy confciences by the folepnn affur- 
jince, that to know they were ' beloved, 
to pafs their lives only in feeing and 
fympathizing with each other, would for 
ever limit their thoughts j — thefe two 
perfons were now agitated with reftlefs 
anticipations, occafionally loft in wild 
probabilities, or ftriving to extenuate the 
guiltinefs of future guilt. Demetrius 
had reached that fatal period when Paf- 
fioii puts out the eyes of reafon, reli* 
gion, and (hame ; weakens the energy 
of domeftic ties ; confufes every moral 
perception ; and leaves the amazed foul, 
like the wretched Phaeton, driving furi- 
oufly towards that very ruin fhe has no* 
longer ftrength to avoid. Madame de 
Fontainville was funk in a deftrudive 
tendemefs, which left her neither power 
to ftruggle againft her own weaknefs, 
nor to reproach that of her lover: he, 
was now dearer to her than life, repu- 

VOL. I. I 
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tation^ or happinefs ; and he could hare 
€xaded no facrifice mrhich fhe would have 
liefitated to make. 

O wretchied pair! where were fhe 
C^uardian Ahgele that were to ftep in 
and fave you fr^m yourfelves ! — — *- 

What a different rtrain of feelings were 
at this time awakening in the lieart ol 
Charles ! 

In the contemplation of beauty veiled 
by baftfrilnefs, and love flirihking from 
Its own moded glance, he was lo£ng his 
peace without diminifhing bis virtue. 
Nothing is more certain sixza that a ge« 
huine paffion takes its (chara£ler from 
the , charaSer of the otojefl i Charles 
therefore loved with purity. 

Having never fuffered himfelf to t>e 
feduced by his imaginaticm, be had never 
been in danger from an attack made upon 
tlie fancy through the eyes: he admired 
external graces 'without being agitated 
by them : till 'tbe knowledge of rarer 
.charms, thoTe of the h^t and under* 
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ftandiag, threw a bright light over beau- 
ties hitherto faintly noticed ; and fooQ 
added to the fentimenta of efteem, t»* 
derneis, admiration^ and. refped, all that 
vras wanting to complete the compound 
paffion of love. 

When Leopolftat was fijrft introduced 
to the friendfhip of Baron Ingerfdorf^ the 
recent lofs of Signora Berghi, and the 
information of. Adelaide's engagement^ 
rendered him fearlefs of any painful con- 
fequences refulting from bis intimate ac*- 
quaintance with her: he had fo long armed 
himfelf againfl the attack of mere beaaty, 
that he juftly believed it would be more 
difficult for a handfome woman to win his 
affe&ions, than one apparently kfs dan* 
gerous* Adelaide was, indeed the very 
woman to difarm him of caution; and 
the very woman agadnft whom all his 
caution ought to have been exerted. 

Her charader was the lovely refult of 
that perfed fyingnetry, that harmqnioiis 
arrangement of propriety and gracef 

I 3 
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tdiere every excellence appears in its 
faireift order, and every grace has its ufe: 
finely conftruded throughout, it offered 
ho eccentric ornament for defcription to 
leize and diftinguifli ; but like Grecian 
Architecture, uniting the fublime with the 
beautiful, rofe in the obferver's eftimation 
from every frefli furvey. 

After Charles became intimate, enough 
to have familiar accefs to the houfe of 
Baron Ingerfdorf, he gradually ceafed to 
^onfider Adelaide as merely amiable, and 
began to view her character with equal 
furprize and intereft. It was indeed a 
.novelty to find a young Beauty abfo- 
iutely incredulous of her ^ conquefts ; to 
fee her cultivating her thinking powers 
with the livelieft affiduity ; and perform- 
ing every aftion of life with a careful 
iiumblenefs, which eviden^tly flowed from 
a deep fenfe of religious and moral duties.: 
how then were thefe virtues embellifhed 
by a temper of unvarying fweetnefs, a 
^heerfulnefs which gladdened the foul 
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like fummer funs, and • a fenfibitity infi- 
nitely diflFufed, yet ever proportionate to 
its objefts ! 

Difpofitions fo congenial could not I(Xig 
remain indifferent to each other : yet their 
progrefs from difpaflionate approbation to 
the^moft exclufive preference was fo gen» 
tie, that neither of them was confcious of . 
the change. ' 

At firft Adelaide beheld Count ^ Leo- 
polftat with admiration exaflly adequate 
to his well-earned reputation : but as flie 
became intimate with him, the tendernela 
of his heart, (which was indeed its prime 
quality,) imperceptibly won upon the ten- 
dernefs of her own ; and flie loved to "con- 
template that fweetnefs accompanying his 
magnanimity, which feemed to be at once 
its caufe and its reward. 

Many men perform meritorious a£tions» 
^nd therefore demand our efteem : un- 
lefs thefe anions appear to flbw with- 
out condraint, and delight them in the 
'performaqce, they fail to conciliate af- 

I 3 
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fefkion. Nothing which Charles did for 
his brother, or the unfortunate, had any 
merit in his own eyes, becaufe he had 
early banifhed fach inclinations as weaken 
benevolence; he was therefore unaffect- 
edly aftoniflied at being praifed for what 
cod him nothbg ; and New Philofopbcrs 
^ight perhaps have denied his claim to 
praife. Adelaide was wifer than thefe 
j^hilofoj^ers ; ffie knew that at fome 
former period he muft have made great 
facrifices to preferve bimfelf from feififl) 
fenfibility, and fhe formed a juft eftimate 
of his deferts. 

Whenever flie was touched by the dif« 
play of any excellence hitherto conceaL- 
ed, file ufed to wiih that the young 
Count intended for her huA?and might 
alfo pofiefs it: but quickly this wi(h 
ceafed to arife; till at length (he dwelt 
on the noble and endearing qualities of 
Charles without once thinking of za^ 
other. Foribiem was indefied little more 
than a phantom to her : they had not 
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met fmce they were children } and now^ 
that fhe every day, every hour beheld, ox 
contemplated the moft admirable reality^ 
h?r engagements became dream-like j flie 
forgot their fteadfaftnefs ; or remembered 
it only as a diflbiute man does the cer--^ 
taiqty of death, with a momentary ihoot 
of terror. 

The education of Adelaide had been 
iuch as qualified her for appreciating 
the richly-ftored mind of Charles > he al^ 
ways found her eager to liAen, whenever 
he dlfcufled with Baron Ingerfdorf the 
topics which women are deemed unable 
to comprehend. He never felt reftraine4 
in his converfation^ or forced to lower 
its drain to the pitch of an inferior ca* 
pacity^ but wa» accuftomed to commune 
as freely with her intelled, as with his 
own. This intimapy, fo propitious to the 
growth, of a well-grounded affedidn, autho-^ 
rized an animated fnendihip^ which, for 
a bng time, lulled them ipto &tal fecurity^ 
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A trifling incident removed the veil from 
Leopolflat's eyes. 

He was one morning drawing by the 
fide of Adelaide, who was beginning to 
attempt the art under his inftruSions, 
when the Baron appearing for an inftant 
at the -door of the apartment, faid in a 
, pleafed tone, " Your father is come, my 
dear, and Count Forfhiem.'* The next 
moment Adelaide was jji the arms of her 
father, who prefented Her hand to For- 
ihiem with great emotion. 

As the Count refpedtfully put it to his 
lips, and the crimfoti fuddenly fled the 
cheek of Adelaide, Charles found new 
light break in upon his heart. Forfliiem 
was then the harppy man ^yhom Baron 

r 

Ingerfdorf had fpoken of as the future 
hufband of his niece, but whofe name, 
till this day, had never been mentioned. 
Like one awaking from a frightful dream, 
bewildered and diftrafled, all his faculties 
were abforded in the conviftion of being^ 
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henceforth doomed to the tortures of im- 
prudent aflfeflion'. He was indeed thrown 
fo entirely off his guard, that the expref- 
fion of his eyes, (as he unconfcioufly 
c fixed them upon Adelaide,) attrafted the 
attention of her father. 

" You are not well. Sir, I think/' faid 
the veteran (in a voice which united 
- roughnefs and gentlenefs) : Charles darted 
^- a deep fufFufion covered his face, while 
bowing he ftammered out a heiitating 
aiSrmative. 

The perfon he addrefled feemed 
fcarcely to hear the anfwer, for he was 
loft in earneft contemplation of Leopol* 
ftat^s pild yet manly beauty : the Field- 
Marfhal's war-worn countenance was not, 
indeed, adapted to the expreflion of fo 
youthful a feeling - as admiration ; but 
Charles could not miftake its meaning, 
and glanced in return, with equal pleafure, 
on the veteran's martial afped, and iilver 
iiairs. 

** I am ail abominably rude old fellow," 



' -■>, 
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cried the latter (fuddenly recovering him* 
felf) ; ^' but. Sir, if you knew how much 
1 refpeft brave men ; and how happy I 
am thus to (hake hands in my brother^s 
lioulie V3th the ableft officer of his time, 
you would forgive a fittle ftaring. **-<- You 
look )Sk& an excellent ' foldier. Count! I 
hate white-and-red ones/^ 

^^ Kot without diey have had an oppor- 
tunity xxf becoming otherwife, I hope^*' 
ntumed Charles, trying to fmile. 

The Marflial nodded affent, then re* 



^^ You made the campaigns of Ninety- 
ibc and Seven in Italy, I think \ I fhould 
like to hear yoo fpeak of them. Th&ugh 
age and infirmities have cruelly dtiabled me 
from ferving my dear country, yet I liften 
with :intere(t to the narrations of thofe 
ivho do ferve hen What is your opinion 
of General A—— ? Do you think his 
dillafters were all blunder^?'' • 

Charles hefitated an inftant, and then 
faid,-^ 
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*• This is a fubjed. Sir, upon which I- 
would not volunteer an opinion perhaps 
erroneous, particularly a3 it is decidedly 
9gaii\fl that General ; but fince you afk it, 
t cannot refrain from giving my reafons 
for pronouncing every one of his difaf^ 
ters pither atrocious follies, or flagitious^ 
crimes. I run the riik of committing my- 
felf, I know," he added, roodeflily cplpurr 
ing : <^ there is almoft unp^dqnable terne*' 
rity in a young foldier thus hazarding crude 
fpeculations, before the ripened judgm/ent 
of Field-marflial bigerfdorf." 

" Your crude fpeculations have pro* 
duced _ excellent fruit, however,** cried 
the Marflial,. *^ fo don't withhold them ; 
befides, I fee you will fumifli me with fid- 
ditional excufes for my contempt of A——. 
Why thf deuce did ye not all gag and 
chain him, before he iflbed his blunder-- 
ing orders, and ufed his infernal legs fo 
fibly in running? — Defend him !' — If any 
man were to ' attempt fuch an aft of 
^reality in my prefence, Pd exterpiinate 

I 6' 
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him. Was he a fool or a rogue, I want 
to know ? Did he fell his brains to the 
enemy, or had he none to fell ?** — 

*' He had none to fell, I verily be- 
lieve,** returned Lcopolftar. ** A very few 
objeds were fufEcient to overwhelm his 
fmall capacity. He was in the field like a 
bobby in a dance, wHo fieems fuddenly 
bereft both of eyes and ears, turns incef- 
iantly wrong, (kips eternally out of time, 
and growing more confufed the more he 
18 bawled to, at laft ftands death-ftill, and 
puts every body in the fame ftate of im- 
mobility/' 

^* Ha ! ha ! ha ! A charming fimile ? 
Go on. Count, pray." 
, Charles now entered upon a ferious 
inveftigation of the military caufes in 
which the misfortunes of that campaign 
had their origin : and while fo doing 
.difplayed fo much warlike talent, fuch 
accurate obfervation, fucb a lucid ar- 
rangement of events and their remoteft 
confequences, that the old officer 'a eyes^ 
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fparkled with approbation. From the 
difcuffion. of an individual's aftions, he 
drew Charles into a detail of the whole 
tampaign. Too ^ell-bred to refufe fatif- 
fying the Marfhal's curiofity, and too mo- 
deft to bring forward his own merits, he 
related its different circumftances with 
fimplicity and faithfulnefs, but without a 
particle of vanity. Sometimes he checked 
the current of his fubjefl: to pay the tri- 
bute of admiration to the abilities of an 
enemy, or to refcue the charafter of the 
Republicans from forae undeferved ob- 
loquy. There was the more generofity 
in this, becaufe he was an ardent foe to 
their deftruftive fyftem, and thirft of uni- 
verfal dominion. 

From the eccentric, yet agreeable 
commendations of the veteran, Charles 
longed to break ; he longed to remove from 
the fight of Forftiiem and Adelaide. They 
were ftanding together at the end of 
the apartment, converfing in low tones; 
and though Count Forlhiem might have 
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moved there to examine a pidure, it vm? 
more probable that the removal proceeded' 
from a tenderer motive. 

'^ At fuch a time as this, Sir,"' faid Leo* 
yontat,. (averting his agitated countenance 
from the fteady gaze of his companion,) 
•* I feel myfelf an intruder. Hav« J your 
permiffion, to withdraw ^ ^ 

•• You are in » great hurry, y^nmg 
man !" replied the Mar&al fomewhat 
peeviihly, yet grafping him cordially by 
ifae h^nd.. ^' What the deuce is there in* 
Adelaide IngerfderP^ father to make yea* 
believe him a whit lefs fenfible of your 
merits, than any x>ther man ?" 

** You over-rate thiem fo much, Sir,*'' 
anfwered Charles, " that it is my intereft,. 
perhaps, to leave you without me^ns ofn 
. difcovering your error.** 

** *Tis well you put in a * perhaps,* 
you agreeable puppy !** returned the ve- 
teran, ^ or by my Crofs, I*d have knocked 
you down. Come — throw away yqur 
hat— -I am not a weeping suid wailing: 
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father : I dont vifit my daughter for the 
mere purpofe of wetting a fcore of 
pocket-handkerchiefs 5 or 6f fitting op- 
pofite to her at dinner with a"^ face like a 
ikuU and crofs bones : (what do you caft 
up your lack-a-daifical eyes at, For- 
fluem? — ) I rejoice to fee the filly lafs^ 
happy in the midft of enlivening com- 
padiy. So, do you hear, put away 
your hat ; ft ay and make one of our do- 
meftk party ; and remember that Max- 
imiitaa: Ingerfdorf nev^r could endure 
to fee a face for two minutes which he 
would Jiot love to look on all the reft of 
his life> 

At thefe words, (pronounced with the 
greateft fenfibility,) the old ofHcer beck- 
oned to his daughter, apologized for a 
jhort abfence, and difappeared : leaving 
Charles to recover as he could from the 
pleafing aftonifhment into which they 
had thrown him. 

*' If you have never heard the Field- 
marfhal particularly defcribed,'* faid Count 
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Forfhiem, approaching Leopolftat, " Hs 
manner muft exceedingly furprize you. 
It is certainly ftrange, unceremonious-— 
but I aiTure you he is the nioft amiable 
.man breathing. I have had the happinefs 
of knowing him ever fince niy memory 
could retain any thing ; I therefore fpeak 
upon certainties." 

Never before was Charles at fuch a 
lofs' for converfation : his mind was wholly 
•employed in anxious fcrutiny of the 
young Count, to which a fufpicicm that 
he was not perfedly agre^ble to Ade- 
laide gave the keeneft intereft. Yet 
Forfbiein was formed to pleafe: his, ap- 
pearance was ftrikingly elegant ; his coun- 
tenance fpirited, though not handfome ; 
and his addrefs cbaraderiftic of a noble 
franknefs. Charles had ferved with him 
in Alface J but as they were in different 
brigades, and. feldom quartered in the 
fame neighbourhood, they knew little 
more of each other than what re- 
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port fiirniflied. Report, however, had 
fpoken highly of each. 

A few minutes were fufficient to reftore 
the balance of Leopolftat's mind : he re- 
fumed his felf-pofTeffion, and replied to 
the Count with equal amenity. 
' Charles now learnt from Forfhiem, that 
the Marfhal's .vifit to Vienna was a mere 
vifit of bufinefs. He was come to con- 
fult his brother upon the fubjeft of a 
vexatious law-fuit, long fince iriftituted 
againft him at Munich ; on the event of 
which refted the prime part of a for- 
tune inherited from his wife. This fuit . 
was the more vexatious, as it had not the 
fhadow of right ; and ^as fo artfully em- 
broiled, fo intricately confufed by the ad- 
verfe party, (a diftant relation of the late 
Madame fngerfdorf *s,) that it was Hkely 
to hang fufpended many rtiore months. 
Forfliiem added to this account the in- 
formation of his purpofe to return with 
the Marfiial the next day to Munich, 
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Juft 99 Leopolftat was fecretly congra-: 
.tulating hlBptfelf upon the latter circum-^. 
fiance, the faixuly pined them. 

Rapidly flew the day to all hut CharleSr 
The Marflial commuakated his own hi* 
larity; the Baroa finiled with fraternal 
pleafure at his brother'^s ftrange fallies i 
and the Baronefs bad the delight of talk* 
ing on her favourite topic, fculpture, to a 
young man profoundly ignorant of any 
one of its principles; Forfliiem liftened 
aid learned, and profeflfed himfelf en- 
lightened : Adelaide was at once gay and 
fad, happy and. miferable; fte was pLace^^ 
between the mm fiie loved, an4 the maq 
ihe was to marry ; ihe heard the tender 
fighs of the one, and marked the cheerful 
indifference of the other ; flie faw her 
lather's eyes dwell with equal fatisyli&ion 

on each, and ihe hoped — improbabili"^ 
ties i ^ 

In the Baronefs^s zeal to fecure ber 
new difciple Count Forfliiem, all her (lore 
of drawings, )and modeb, . were produced % 



\ 
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among which, the mafterly (ketches of 
Charles bore a diftbguiihed part. This 
led to the fm>du£tion of the Marfliars 
miniature which he had painted for Ade* 
laide: the Marihal was in ecstacies with 
the prefent, the compliment, and the 
artift ; Adelaide kifled it, with a crowd 
of emotions at her heart ; and then calL* 
ing on Leopolftat to accompany her, fat 
down to the Piano Forte. 

The chords Ihe ftruck were the firft 
notes of a wild, foul-roufing march,^ com* 
pofed by Charles: at her requeft he ac- 
companied her on the harp, and drew 
forth fuch animating .founds, that the 
MaHhal enchanted out of alt refieciioa 
caught him in his arms. 

Every body laughed at this flight : and 
the Marfiial himfelf allowed that he was 
«« an old fool i*' but when they parted for 
the night he fhook Charles's hand feveral 
times, faying in a low energetic voice •— « 

^^ I wiih I had another Adelaide for 
you /*' 
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Leopolftat bowed upon the hand then 
grafping bis with an agitation which 
locked up all the powers of fpeech ; bis 
diforder became vifible to every one.; 
but they attributed it to fudden indifpo- 
fition* 

No fooner was he at home than he took 
a rigid furvey of his heart ; and alarmed 
at the wild wiflies, and ftill wilder hopes 
which were agitating it, rdblved to over* 
come them by a courfe of inflexible felf« 
denial. 

Let it not be thought that this refolu- 
tion coil Charles no anguifli ; it coil: him 
much. Sleep never vifited his fevered 
eyelids; and his heavy fighs refounded 
through the long, long night. 
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CHAP- vn. 



nrHE plea of illnefs, which privileged 
Charles in avoiding the (ight of Ade- 
laide, fcarcely ferved his caufe ; for the 
afFeftionate vifits of her uncle, and the little 
delicacies (prepared by her own hand) 
which (he daily fent him, recalled her 
image under the tendereft of lights: he 
foon emigrated therefore from his ufelefs 
retirement. On the day previous to this 
he received a bafket of exquifite flowers 
from Mam^felle Ingerfdorf, with the fol- 
lowing billet. 



TO COUNT LEOPOLSTAT. 

** The Baron gives us fuch good ac- 
counts of your various employments, that 
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my aunt and I begin to fufped your 
iHnefe to be no other than an idkifi^ud, 
invented either to enhance the tal^a of 
your fodety when you fhall return to 
us ; or elfe to fave yourfelf from teaching 
dralxring to the ftupideft of all flupid 
girls. 

^^ It does not argue much in &vour of 
your talent for deceit, that you thus allow 
folks to fee you ftudying maps and for* 
tifications while you give out that you 
are ill: therefore, we hope you will foon 
abandon an attempt for which nature has 

« 

fvidently daiied you ability. 

^' Serioufly j we want our readen 
Every book we have had (ince your ab* 
fence has been pronounced execrable j 
and fo now we find out that it is good 
reading which makes good books. If 
you have any charity, come and enliven 
us ; for every body has left Vienna. Your 
brother amufe^ himfelf fomewfaere elfe 
than at Ingerfdorf houfe ; Princefs Conr 
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ilantia is ftill in Italy; Madame de Fon- 
tainville has grown fo low fpirited, that I 
never fee her^ my uncle is plunged in 
vexatious cares for the public ; and were 
it not for the fight of frightful, bufy 
itreets, I might as well be in my convent. 

" By way of bribe, I fend you fome 
charming exotics which my father has fent 
me : he charged me to tell you, that you 
are one of bis chief favourites. Indeed, 
the moment I heard him lavifli on you 
his ufual endearing^ flattering epithets, I 
imew how it was. Of courfe you know 
he left Vienna the morning after you faw 
him at my uncle's. 

^* Adieu, dear Count! Pray come and 
tell me what degree of friendihip I may 
fay you cherilh for him in return. 

" Adelaide.'* 

The ftile of this note was not calculated 
to ftifle unavailing hopes : Charles ' felt 
them revive with every line. . 

On renewing his former familiar habits 
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at Ingerfdorf houfe, he found it more dan*, 
gerous than ever. The Marflial and For- 
Ihiem had of courfe left it ; the Baroness 
was fo enwrapt in the compofition of a 
new 'groupe that ihe banifhed every one 
from her ftudy, leaving orders for all her 
guefts to be entestained by her niece ; the 
Baron was abforhed in politics ; Princef9 
Conftantia was (till detained by the pious 

« 

care of her venerable relation, who it was 
feared would never more recover the ufe 
of her limbs ; and no * one appeared to. 
break the long iete-d-tetes which Charles 
and Adelaide were thus doomed to enjoy.. 

Charles had no other refource than a 
fyftem of. perpetual reftraint : he made fre- 
quent* abfences of a morning, proie- 
cuted his profieSional fludies with new 
ardour, exprefled a growing diftafte to 
the exercife of minor accomplifliments, 
ibught no longer to perfuade Adelaide that 
{he had a genius for drawing, and finally 
cftranged himfelf from her fociety when- 
ever he, could do iq without ill manners* 
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At firft, Mam'felle Ingerfdorf receiv- 
ed thefe excufes with facility: but it 
was not poffible for her long to remain 
blind. She every day beheld the fenfible 
decline of his once-aiFe&ionate friend- 
fhip; and from trying to fearch out the 
caufe in her own condud, and finding 
none there, yielded herfelf up to the 
mod piercing regret. With referve ind 
coldnefs they now conftantly met, only 
to part ftill more eftranged : her refefve 
one day made him more referved the 
next ; this again a£ted upon her ; and fo 

« 

their coldnefs kept increafing, as if it 
might have done fo without end. 

Charles now vainly fought a comforter 
for his fick heart in his brother : alas ! he 
found it not. Demetrius was no' longer 
himfelf. 

Frantic with a lawlefs paflion which 

^ tyrannized, over his whole foul, he was 

become gloomy and violent: when away 

from Madame de Fontainville (with whom, 

indeed, he fpent nearly all his time*, her 

VOL. I. K 
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father being abfent from Vienna) he 
iitrould fliut himfelf up in his own apart* 
ment, and there give loofe to all the ex- 
travagance of diftempered wifhes. This 
infatuated boy well knew that Madame 
de Fontainville^s fate now depended folely 
upon him : he was convinced that he had 
only to aik all he defired, and that ihe 
woutd from that iftftant nather have the 
power nor inclination to deny him. But 
to what would this criminal tendemefs re- 
duce her ! How could he devote to fhame 
and guilt the woman for whofe fake he 
would have laid down his life? How 
could he hope to retain his own qfteem, 
after fuch bafe ingratitude? Or how 
meet the viijtuou.s eyes of a brother who 
had fo early warned him of his danger ? 

The fenfe of right was not yet utterly, 
loft by the foul of Demetrius, though it 
ceafed to be an pbjefl of his Jove ; reli- 
gious feeling ftlU retained fome authority 
over his raging paflions^ though they exe- 
crated their bonds, and writhed under 
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their reftramt : He could not refolve upon 
the commiiliofi of a crime, yet had not 
ftrength to ruflx away from the* flowery 
precipice from which it tempted him. 

Charles had fearfully anticipated his 
brother's thraldom, and had often and 
earneftly exhorted him to quit Vienna. 
Demetrius at firft treated the fubjeft 
lightly ; then liflened in agitated filence ; 
and at lail, unable to hide the difl:ra£bion 
of his foul, fufFered its fmothered agony 
to burft forth like a torrent. -— He ftrove 
tiot to difguife the excefs of that paflion 
with which Madame de Fontainville had 
infpired him ; contenting himfelf with fo- 
lemnly afluring Charles, that it fliould 
never betray him into any criminal aft. 

When Charles would have conj^inced 
him, that the mere indulgence of a guilty 
defire is in itfelf an aft of guilt, Deme- 
trius confounded him with the eloquent 
fophiftry of imprafticable virtue j expa- 
tiated on the involuntary nature of affec- 
tion ; and the peculiarity of Madame de 

K 2 
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1F*ontainvilIe's fituatton ; protefted their 
mutual mnocence^ mutual mifery, mutual 
refolutions of never forgetting the facred 
barrier "^ by which they were divided. 
Baffleid in his expectation of conquering 
with the gentle arms of Truth and Ten- 

demefs, Charles was. forced to feek aflifl:- 

I ■ ■ 

ance from authority : he reminded his bro- 
ther W the awful power veiled ih him by 
tlieir mother, and befeeching him to par- 
don his feeming cruelty for her dear fake, 
tofnmanded him to join his regiment y under 
his care^ the next mominp 

Demetrius refufed to obey : yet he ac- 
knowledged his fubjeftion. Firft, he 
threw himfelf on his brother's compaf- 
lion for one Ihort week longer; then he 
threatened rebellion. Charles faw that all 
nyas loft if a fingle point were conceded — 
he was refolute; Demetrius became ex- 
afperated, and peremptorily refufed ; leav- 
ing h'S brother, for the firft time in their 
lives, with open hoftility. 

Noihuig could, cixceed the anguifh and 
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confternation of Leopplftat at this mo-^ 
xnent: the world wrecking around him 
could fcarcely have caufed him an alto-- 
nifliment more replete with horror. His 
generous heart feemed devoted to forraw^ 
the more poignant becaufe totally vaa^x* 
peded: it was to be pierced jaot merely 
by love for Adelaide but by the eftrange^ 
ment of her efleem } and lacerated by the 
unkindnefs of a brother ftiU more thaa by 
his misfortunes. 

What a life of mifery was fummed up 
to hinx in the folitary hour which he 
paffed after the hafty departure of Denie- 
triusl He fpent it in plans for faving 
him ; and in ftriving to baniOi the remem* 
brance of that cruel tone of defiance 
which rung the kneiU of their mutual hap« 
pinefs. 

All the facrifices he had made to gra*tify 
thisf thanklefs brother now rofe to his me* 
mory uncalled. How often had he de* 
nied himfelf the poiTeffion qf things 
which his elegant tafte peculiarly valued — 

K 7. 
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how often ftifled a longing defire to in- 
dulge a munificent or charitable, fpirit, 
that Demetrius might have added means to 
eqjoy th^m both ! How had he laid afide 
thofe qqiet habits, fo dear to him, fo ne- 
ceflary to his fyftem of honourable eco- 
nomy, only to watch over the heedlefs 
,ftepfs of one who now rudely puihed him 
away! 

All hope t)f comfort In this world 
\yould have vanifhed from the eyes of 
Charles, had he not remembered that De- 
metrius knew not how, much he pwed to 
. him* -— Demetrius erroneouily believed that 
what he enjoyed was his^ own by right ; 
and that Charles had a fortune ample 
enough for aiiy demand of his generous 
rbut .prudent nature -^ how then was he to 
guefs that when his little extravagancies 
forced l)im to a(k the aiBftance of his bro- 
. (her h(d was robbing him, with every ducat, 
. of fome i^ocent gratification ! — *- Con- 
foled by thjs confideration, Charles deter- 
mined on feeking the advice of Baron In« 
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gerfdorf ; sind for that purpofe immediately 
fought his houfe. 

The Baroii was engaged with a foreiga 
mihifter, and couM not admit Leopolft^t 
till he was gone^ the Baronefs was attend- 
ing a fale of pictures ; and Adelaide alone 
received him in the ftudy. 

Her obferving {glance difcoverei the 
traces of pad and prefent fufenng 1^ the 
features of Charles; they (till trembled at 
moments, and his eyes clouded occ&fi6n« 
illy with tears ; never before had flie 
feen him thus profoundly fad; aiid tiever 
before^ ciid fuch an exicefs of tendimefe 
overcome herfelf. 

He fat down, converfed' little, bent his 
head over her work, often drawing heavy 
fighs, which he tried in vain to fupprefs. 
This wretchednefs, whatevei* it proceeded 
from, was too interefting to Adehide not 
to call forth her gentleft fympathy: her 
beautiful countenance aflumed an expref- 
fion of angelic pity, and the tone of her 
voice grew fo touching, that Charles 
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longed to caft his aching head on her pi- 
tying bofom, there to weep away the op* 
predion of his heart. Adelaide, too, th^ 
modefl: Adelaide, . could have prefled him 
to that bofom wijth the fondeft compaflion ; 
for (he thought at t^at inftant (be loved him 
like a brother ; and like a lifter would have 
^carefled and confoled him. 

**.Xpu,ar^ not well to. day?** fhe faid 
agpfeheaidve^y^ as if afraid that the very 
fou^d of her voice might hurt him. 

" Jndifierent," he replied, forcing a 
languid fmile. 

He got up, walked once or Jwice acrofs 
the room, looked wiftfjiUy at the door, 
lift^ne^ to hear if the Baron were cpming, 
then iat dpwn again^ but. not near Ad?* 
laide. . . 

There was no cpldnefs in this, and 
tl^erefore Mam!iJ?lter ,Ii>gejrfifiort. was not 
chilled by it. Unco^fciQus that her kind- 
nefs redpu^lpd : tliis agitawn, (by ten>pting 
him to avow how very a wretch he was) 
flie again made fon^e anxious remark : he 
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replied to it only by refuming the feat 
next her's. 

** Is company irkfome to you ?* • at 
length (he aiked, laying down her work, 
and preparing to leave hitn. ^ 

*' Not your's !— -never, never your*s !** 
he exclaimed with a fudden barfl of vio- 
lent emotion. 

Her hand was now oil the tiible where 
flie had laid her work ; - he bent his head 
haftily down to it, and fixed his lips (here 
in a delirium of love and pam. Th^ r^ 
peated kifles and tears which he niingled 
over that little hand had fotnettefig in 
them which would not fuffer Addaide to 
miftake their charafter: her bead fwam, 
her heart melted within her, and ftte had 
not power left to move or to ipeak. 

Meanwhile a fpell feemed to bind the 
unhappy Charles; yet- he fpoke'not; hd 
only fighed often and deeply. For once 
he had given way to impetuous forrow, 

■ 

and no longer had ftrengtb to control its 
force. 

^ S ^ 
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Adebide reoovered firftc ihe withdrew 
her hand in great diforder, and tottering 
to the door, falter^ o»t fome words, which 
intimated flie was going ia fi^rch of her 
uncle. As ihe. departed, Charles whofe 
love was increafed by a vague fufpidon/ 
that he was dearer to her. then ihe ioi^^ 
gined, gazed after her with a fwelltng 
heart, ** 1" he exclaimed, ** while De- 
inetiiip knows himfelf bdioved, if he 
loves^ as I : do how can I wonder at any 
xn^dnefs tp which it may tranfport him !" 

The refl^^ons which Adelaide's pai£ve 
fofmefs had thus excited were lUenced 
by the entrance of her uncle. His undif« 
turbed countenance, ever the tranfcript of 
a ferene and contemplative mmd, cahned 
the turbulent feelings of Charles ; the lat- 
ter briefly apologizii^d for his Qwn emo- 
tion, and then ftated his brother's perilous 
filuation. 

3aron . Ingerfdorf heard the narratiire 
with unaSe£l;ed concern. Demetrius had 
always poflefled a large portion of hb 

7 
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affe£tionate foficitude; and though lately 
a ftranger at his houfe, was not the le& 
dear to him from what he deemed a mere 
freak of youthful caprice. Leopolftat's 
delicacy not permitting him to urge the 
(extent of his fears, (and they werfe 
grounded on a certainty of Madame de 
Fontainville's rafli attachment) the Baron 
did not fee the aflFair in fo dangerous 1 
Kght as to induce him to giVe very lit-gent 
advice: he merely recommended unceaf- 
ing watchfulnefs, increafing tendernefs, 
change of fcene, and aftive employment. 
To obtain the two latter it was necef&ry 
for the leave of abfence, which Dieme- 
trius had long ago procured, to be re- 
voked ; and the Baron, therefore, ftrenu- 
bufly advifed Charles to requefl Colonel 
Wurtzburg would devife fome plaufible 
cxcufe for fo doing, A thoufand reafons 
for this requefl: might be given by Leopot- 
ftat without betraying his brother's fe- 
eret: he faw there might, and inftantly 
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determined not to lofe any time in following 
the Baron's coianfel. 

As he haftily traverfed the ftreets lead* 
ing to Wurtzburg's houfe, he. repeated to 
liimlelf again and again the laft words of 
Ingerfdorf. — » ** Take comfort, my dear 
Charles, your brother will come to him- 
felf as foon as he is removed from the 
fight of this dangerous beauty. He has 
a heart, habitually upright, and it cannot 
long bear its own reproaches: be aflured 
it cannot.'' Fain would Charles have be- 
lieved this predifUon implidkly, .fain 
would he have hoped that Demetrius bad 
the heroifm to tear himfelf from every 
wilh, at. the very inftant it might be re- 
alized. 

Wurtzburg was from home ; and bang 
gone fome miles off was not expeded , tRl 
the enfuingday; Charles turned from. his 
door with faddened feelings. ' 
/ When Demetrius, returned from enening 
parade to adjuft his dre& for the operas^ 
|(is features exprefled all the repentance of 
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his heart; yet dreading that a ccnfeflion 
of error would tempt Charks to arge his 
giving, as a proof of corArition; hi^ inftant 
obedience, he ftified the expreffiori of what 
he felt, and merely^Tentored to utter k 
few uHimportamt words. '• 

Charles* : was iittmg^ at a table which 
diftin^ly ifaewed the oneafy ftate of Hfe 
mind ; for it was crowded with b6okg, 
drawings, maps, mathematical inftruili^hts, 
military models ; all of which he had fepa- 
raiely tried, to ftation and ociciupy h& 
ireftlefs thoughts. His -eyes ^were now as 
heavy with indifpofltion, as trouble «: the 
prefence of Demetrius had ex^ierf re- 
membrance of his momentJffy *4lg4^ti^ti^, 
and caufed a flight throb of refentm^t to 
beat ' in his bdfom. He wcruid ' tlot' look at 
him : but keeping his eye^ fixed on k book 
which he :had julb opened, anfwefred his 
few queftions. ' •...,• 

DemetriuB fluftiiated' bfetwi^en remorfe 
and apprehenfion-*-* • " 

Will yoa hot go out :wkh me this 
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evening, Charles ?'' he faid, hefitadng as 
he moved towards the door. 

" No — I am not quite well, and you 
are going to the opera-— I fliall go to bed.'^' 

*« What, now?*'— 

^* Yes: I don't feel myfelf— good 
iiight." -^ Charles rofe as he fpoke, and 
taking up one of the candles, opened 
the door of his chamber f and without 
even turning to look at Demetrius^ haftily 
fliut himfelf in. 

Charles had his moments of weaknefe ; 
and this was one: the contrail between 
what he fuppofed his brother's feeUngs to 
be and what he knew to be his owti, 
pierced him to the foul; wounded ten- 
dernefs got the . better of reafon, and he 
forgot in its keen pangs that he had re-* 
folved to conciliate and to foothe. 

Hour after hour found him fleeple&«- 
Every refleflion which he unavddafoly 
revolved was pregnant with mifery; h;s 
own fate was likely to be a cheerlefs 
one } and if it were to be embittered ty 
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the lofs of that dear brother's afiedion, in 
whom . he had tre&fured up his foul, if 
.they were to fever in anger, how was it 
to be endured ? — The pain of thefe 
thoughts was heightened by a coniciouf*- 
nefs of error* in himfelf. He had too 
fureiy betrayed his paffion to Adelaide, 
and by fo doing, tacitly fupplicated a 
return j and even to wi(h for a return, 
much, more to a&.it, was fco prove him- 
felf capable of violating * the Baron's ge- 
nerous confidence; it Was to break the 
facred bond of obligation by which he 
had confented to be held ; and it was to 
rob the abfent Forfheim of what a father 
had made his. To Demetrius, alfo, he 
had aded wrong : influenced for the only 
time in his life by indignation more than 
forrow, he had abruptly quitted him at 
the very moment in which bi^ faltering 
voice announced a foftened heart : at the 
very moment in which he felt certain ttert 
had he raifed his eyes he would have feen 
thofe of Demetrius filled with penitent 
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tears» and might perhaps have drawn him; 

by one forgiving look, into his opened 

arms. 

Bitter regret, and want of fleep, in- 

creafed the fever of Leopolftat; and the 

night was far fpent when be found him- 

feif fo de vpured by third as to be under 

the neceility of ringing for a fervant. 

The inftant his bell rang fome one en« 
tered the room: it was Demetrius.— 
Charles expreifed furprize, and aflted if 
he had juft come in : 

** I have never been out,** was the 
reply.— . 

«« Never been out 1" repeated Charles 
in a tone of inexpreffible aflfedion -*-^^^ and 
was it i^x>n my account -*-0 my bro- 
ther!" 

Demetrius threw himfelf into his eager 
arms, without fpeaking, for his heart was 
full : and fo gratefully did he love his 
brother, fo diftradedty adore Madame de 
Fontainville, io deeply abhor himfelf> that 
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at that moment be would willingly have 
refigned his wretched breath. 

In this agitation Charles faW the re- 
turn of virtue; he preffed the youthful 
Demetrius clofely to his breaft, while he 
intreated pardon for paft harfhnefs; call- 
ing heaven to witnefs, that his own foul 
was not more precious to him than his 
brother. — Demetrius could not articulate i 
he was almoft fu^ocated with perpetual 
fighs, and every nerve in his body (book 
with convulfive agony. Alas! he was about 
to pafs upon himfelf the dreadful fen- 
tence of banifliment from her he loved. -^ 
Charles redoubled his tendernefs; and at 
length his unhappy brother faintly gafped 
out — 

" Forgive me — -and I will leave Vienna 
whenever you bid me !*' ■ ■ 

The inftant he pi*oiliounced thefe fatal 
words, his head fell back upon Charfes^s 
bed ; and he remained there a long time 
infenfible to every thing. 

How fervent was the fhort prayer which 
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Charles inwardly addreiTed in bis behalf^ 
to the God of pity, as he gazed on the 
deathly fece of his brother! At that mo- 
ment could the facrifice of his own life, 
nay, of what was dearer than life, his 
temporal Tiopes ; could that have faved 
Demetrius from the necelfity of thus 
tearing his heart in pieces, be would 
cheerfully have made it. 

A fault acknowledged with ftich fen- 
fibiKty, and forgiven with fo 'much ten- 
dernefs, ferved only to bind the brothers 
in clofer union« *-^ Demetrius confeflSed the 
dangers to which his own paffion and the 
trufting fondnefs of Madame de Fontain- 
ville daily fubje&ed him : and Charles 
related in return the agitating difcov«fry 
fo lately made to him by his heart.-— 
Thus repofing on each other, and mu- 
tually exhorting themfelves to follow the 
path prefcribed by honour, they faw the 
morning dawn. 

As Demetrius dared not truft himfelf 
with feeing Madame de Fontainville^ be 
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wrote her a letter, explanatory of his iitua- 
tion : in which he conjured her to belie ve, 
that this cruel banifhment was the fureft 
proof he could give her of his bye ; that in 
condemning himfelf to it, he was configning 
all the reft of his life to wretcbednefs, ex* 
cepting thofe moments only which would be 
fweetened by the confcioufnefs of deferving 
her efteem. 

Charles contented himielf with taking 
leave of the Ingerfdorf family in a note 
to the Bsuron ; and then fet oflf with hi^ 
brother for Bolzano in the Tyrol, -r^ 
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CHAP. VUL 



T^HEN a heart is fadly occupied in re- 
volving the happinefs of the pad and 
in contemplathig the gloom of the future, • 
not even the charms of nature, bewitch- 
ing nature ! can roufe it from fuch ab- 
ftrafiion. Demetrius, who yfed to look 
on this beauteous earth with the eyes of a 
lover, and who never faw the wildeft 
fcene, or . fimpleft flower, without emo- 
tions of pleafure, npw paffed over the 
mod romantic of countries and' faw it 
not. . 
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The magnificent mountains of Tyrol, 
its fertile vallies, and picturefque inhabit- 
ants, rofe in fucceilion before him with- 
out difplacing for a (ingle inftant the lit- 
tle boudoir of Madame de Fontainville ; 
where, unconfcious that they were fo 
foon to part for ever, he had ventured, 
for the firil time, to kifs oflF her falling 
tears. 

The remembrance of the fond delirium 
which fucceeded this touch of her balmy 
cheek, the .fighing tendemefs with which 
(he had fuffered him to fold her repeat- 
edly in his trembling arms, all raged with 
an agony amounting to madnefs. Often 
was he on the point of recalling his hafty 
promife, and, confeffing his phrenzy, 
haften back to fling himfelf at . her feet : 
but then the found of his brother's voice, 
and the fight of his countenance, (on 
which tendemefs and apprehenfion were 
touchingly blended) calmed the ftorm of 
pallion. 

Charles had his own forrows \ and per- 
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haps they were the mightier for being con- 
cealed ; but he was accuftotned to contend 
with, and vanquifh himfelf : while Deme- 
trius, he knew, was now, for the firft time, 
learning the hard leflbn of facrificing inclf- 
nation to duty. 

From the hour in which they reached 
Bolzano, it became his ftudy how beft to 
foothe yet ftrengthen his brother's mind. 
Frequently he called his attention to the 
changeful fcenery amongft which they 
rambled, ^preifed him into the difcuflion 
of interefting fpeculations, and, though 
often repulfed, a& often renewed the at- 
tempt. 

Demetrius was weary of the whole 
world ; and felt as if he did indeed ^^ cum- 
ber the fair earth." Life, for him, had 
loft its ftrongeft motive;' and therefore 
he abandoned every minor one^ without 
hefitation. ' 

Refraining from ufelefs expoftulations, 
Charles trufted to his brother's grateful 
nature for that exertion which wa^ necef- 
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fary to prove his fenfe of fuch unwearied 
kindnefs : and fuccefs would have crowned 
his forbearance had, not the unfliakeable 
attachment of Madame de Fontainville for 
ever traverfed his views. 

She wrote to Demetrius in all the dif- 
tra&ion of an ill-governed but fond heart ; 
reproached him for abandoning the woman 
he had taken fuch pains to win ; whofe 
principles he injured when he imagined 
•them likely to be overthrown even by the 
wildeft guft of p^iCon ; recalled , to his 
memory how often they had mutually 
vowed to confine their attachment within 
fuch bounds as Religion's felf would not 
condemn j how often fhe had profeffed 
herfelf ready to appear the guilty wretch 
fhe was not j incurring,, for his fake, every 
reproach, except that of her own con- 
fcience. She befbught him to returA,^an(jL 
jsenew their fad compad of hopelefe con*, 
ftancy ; or at once to acknqwledge that he 
no longer loved her. 

This lafl; was the trying argument with 
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Demetrius. To be fufpefted of not loving 
the fatal beauty for whom his heart was 
rent afunder; for whom he coutd have re- 
nounced every thing dear to man, was to 
(hake his bed refolutions to their foun- 
dation. 

Charles witneifed the baneful eSeSt of 
Madame de Fontainville's letter with dread- 
ful forebodings : he would have convinced 
his brother that fuch a correfpondence was 
dangeroufly imprudent, but Demetrius 
feemcd deprived of reafbn, and argument 
was I loft on him. As, however, he ftill 
remained faithful to his promife of not 
revifiting Vienna, Charles was forced to 
fatisfy himfclf with a facrifice, rather 
fpringing out of fraternal gratitude than 
from any conviSion of its neceflity. 

In one of Madame de Fontainville's 
letters flie urged the chance of her future 
freedom: which, as her huiband was a 
man cf a rafli, fiery, turbulent fpirit, was 
an event by no means unlikely. On this 
hope Demetrius feized ; and, as if he had 
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«|ly wsmted 9n excufb for . again indulging 
Us infj^kOi^iont became more infatuated than 
b^orer 

Tet, alas! what weie fab iiifferings to 
thofeof his brother! «-^ to Charles^ who thus 
faw the innocent coospanion of his childhood^ 
the . ^dearihg charge of his riper y^ars -^ 
hkn whofe fweet gaktyand amiable virtues 
haijl twined thoikfelyes roand hisi' heart 
— ; plunging from mifery into guik ^ * and 
faaftening to lofe^ in the indulgence of a 
criminal hope, aU that remdned of his 
^< origiilal brightnefs !'' ^ 

No %Iendid yifibns- fraught with extra^^ 
vagant tranfports y^ to come, per bewitch«> 
ing recoUe&ions (which,, wdiile tb^ kfted, 
tranfpqrred the deluded ibui into the fond 
belief, that, paft things were prefent,) n^ 
Sited the waking dreams of Charles: he 
£iw guilt approaching. in all; its horrors; 
and remembered the-form^er excellence of 
Demetriu$( only ta mourn the teore ovar 
his change. 

While under the in^aenc6 of Ihefe pain- 
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SeeUngs he was fuddenly fummoned to 
Vienna upon regimental bufineft, and 
obliged to commit his brother to the gui- 
dance of his own powers. 

Had Charles felt any folid reliance upon 
the friendlhq) or principles of Ck>loneI 
'Wurtzl^urgh (who was juft arrived at Bol- 
zano), he would fecretly have comoiiiEon^ 
him to watch over his brother: but 
Wurtzburgh had made no way ii^ his 
afFe£dons : and in fpite of appearances, he 
could not help fometimes fufpeSing, that 
the Colonel fought his good word rather 
than his real efteem ; fince there was, in- 
deed, no point of perfect union between 
them. Contenting himfelf, therefore, with 
conjuring Wurtzburgh to fend him fre- 
quent news of his brother's health (the 
plea urged for thdr fudden journey), he 
took an affe£ting leave of Demetrius ; who 
liftened with fpeechlefe emotion to his 
pathetic exhortations and encouraging 
praifes. 

No fooner was Charles gone, than De- 
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metrius felt as if an oppreffire weight were 
removed from his ibul : a fen^tion almoft 
amounting to gladneis fucceeded to his 
late wretchednefe ; and though he (till 
loved his brotha: moft tenderly, that im* 
perious paflion, upon which his pitying, 
yet repi^effing, eyes had fo long laid a 
reftraint, made fqiaration from him a 
bleffing. He could now plunge from de- 
fpondence to ddpair, or foar from hope 
to certainty ; alternately refolve to regain, 
and to relinquifh her ; abandon himfelf to 
regret, or wafte his days in fiuitlefs 
muling — without dreading the fight of that 
mild, reproachful look, which fo often 
forced him back to the moft painful fenfe 
of fliame* 

Two days after the dqMurture of Charles, 
Colond Wurtzburgh called upon Deme- 
trius. 

As the latter had not yet rifen, in con- 
fequence of a Heepleis night, the Colonel 
fat down in his little ftudy, and amufed 
himfelf with looking over fome plans of' 
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fortrefles. While he carelefsly t;imed die 
diSercnt fheets, bis eye &11 on a fragment 
of paper containing vecfes ; virhicfa, .fup« 
pofing to be an extraS^ he read : how 
was he furpii&d to perufe the fbllowinig 
lines, figned with the name of Deme* 
trius*: — • 



•* Vain are my ftruggle8» fruitlefis my refplvies ! 

Before her imag? every vpw diflolves. 

I fee no world where Zaire myft not live ; 

1 know no tranfport but what (he can give ; 

Frantic I turn from Reafbn's cold debate^ 

And yield my burning heart to Love and Fate. 

Q precious Fate ! if thou indeed haft giv'n, 

in her I dote on^ a foretafte of heav'n ; 

Jf thou hail deftined her to blefs my arms^ 

To lend myyouthful days their fweeteft cliarm»» 

To warm my kindling foul with glowing life. 

And be at onttemy fiiend, my guide^ my wif& I 

Away, ye icy doubts^ ye coward fears ! 

Ye calculating thoughts of future years ! 

Griefy cenfure, fhame, no more this mind fhall 

move. 
For what are all their ills to boundlefs Love ? 
A fw^et didiriam now ny tovl confounds^ 
With paiSoii'a vqic^ my Q^Iu»iQg bosaft tcfouads ; 
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. Each pulfe with rapture thrabs ; I fee, I hear^ 
I clafp— ^tranfportitig blifs i -—my foild Zaire. 
Before my fwimming fight again {he comes^ 
Warm with celeftial bea,uty*8 brighteft blooms ; 
A faint reproach beams thro* her moonlight eyes ; 
She moves with trembHng,and fhe fpeaks with fighs ; 
Our (enfes float; fhe finks upon my breaft; 
To her foft cheek my faultVing lips are prell; 
£arth vanifhes from each, and every care 
Melts in that ardent « ehafte embrace to air* 
O dear delufion, gone *ere half believ'dl 
Of every vifion, every hope bereav'd, 
My spirits droop ; Reality's fad glafs 
Refle£b life's coming forrows as they pafs* 
Therp 9 bound in tyrant chain s^ my Love appears* 
Wafting her prime away in ufelefs tears : 
Whife I, (the flave of cuftom and of (hame,) 
No longer dare afTert our guiltlefs aim ; ' 
Nq longer ftrive^to banifh vain delire, 
(Bidding love's flame afcc nd with purer fire ;) 
But fly the fweet temptation — bafely fly; 
' And leave her truer heart to break and die !" 

There was fo much more paflion than 
poetry in this extravagant effufion, that 
Colonel Wurtzburg hefitated not a mo- 
ment in believing it to be the produdion 

L 3 
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of his friend's feelings, rather than a paf- 
fage feleded by his judgment from the 
works of another. 

Scarcely had he time to recover from 
the refle&ions into which it threw him, 
and to pufli it among the leaves of a book, 
when its unc^nfcious writer appeared. 
The wafted figure and colourlefs com- 
plexion of the young Count were pre- 
furoptive proo£i that Wurtzbufg had not 
misjudged him. 

After difcuffing the ufual topics of the 
metropolis they had fo lately quitted, 
Wurtzburg carele&ly obferved, that Vi- 
enna was very near lofing its £ureft or- 
nament; the beautiful De Fontainville 
having been on the brink of the grave, 
and only pronounced out or danger a 
week ago : that this was the more dif- 
trefling as her fiither was ftill with Louis 
XVIII. 

What became of Demetrius during this 
brief detail? His heart fmote his breaft 
\rith a force which made it audible, while 
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Us parched 1^ vaunly endeavoured to utter 
Ibme articulate founds. The Colonel kindly 
took his hand : 

^^ My dear fellow, (he is better— on my 
foul fhe is better r He fiud, — «" If I could 
have guefled how this would agitate you ! 
Buf you ilight my friendih^; you con- 
ceal all your feelings from a man who 
would cordially participate in every one 
of them; and it is to accident alone I am 
indebted for your confidence. Why do 
you not i^>eak? This exceffive agitation 
diftrefles me } indeed Ihe is out of danger : 
file fuffered me to fee her.'' 

^< Tou iaw her ! O heavens !'' exclaimed 
Demetrius, (forgetting caution in fur* 
prize and anguifh,) ^^and how did ihe -^ 
what did — you iaw her, and I — '' The 
broken fentences here diffolved away in 
fighs. 

Wurtzburg again preffed his hand^ 
again affured him of Madame De Fontain- 
i^e's £dFety, and repeated his protefta- 
tions of fympathy : he then told. Deme* 
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trius, that Madame de Fontain?!^ had 
admitted him to her dref&ng>ro0m merely 
to enquire about the road to Bolzano, aa 
&e was ordered to change the air, and 
meafnt, for that puq)ofe, to vifit a friend 
whofe houfe was in its neighbourhood* 

The blood now guflied into the cheeks 
of Demetrius with as much impetuoiity as 
be felt it. ruflung through bis heart. The 
motive of Madame de FontainviUe^s vifit 
to a place fo diilant, and the caufe of her 
illnefs, he could not miitake; it was £>r 
him, then, that fhe had been dymg; k 
was to feek him that ihe was thus abc»it 
to undertake a laborious jo^irney, while 
her (battered frame was fcaicely able to 
retain its wounded fpirit! There needed 
not thi^ &tal' teftimony of t^ndemefs to 
diftrad him. He forgot his vow, and his 
brother; he thought only 'of Zaire, and 
faw in Wurtzburg only an affectionate, 
judicious friend. 

Cdmpaffion and indulgence, indeed, 
breathed from the mouth of the Colonel. 
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He was far from leiQrei\ing the abhorrence 
with which Demetrius confidered the pof- 
fibility of ever betraying Madame de Fon- 
tainville's honour ; but he faw no guilt in 
fuffering a powerful fentiment to reign un* 
difturbed in their bofoms. 

Madame de - Fontainville, he obferved, 
was furefy placed in peculiar cir'cum- 
fiances: her huiband had long ago dif« 
folved every tie between them by taking 
a miftreis, whom he fuffered to bear his 
name ; how could ihe be confidered as flill 
his wife ; the wife of an apoftate, a traitor 
to his God and his king ? Was her difcon- 
folate fpirit to be interdicted even the en*^ 
joyment of a pure, unfortunate attach- 
ment ? Was flie, without children or other 
relatives, (except a father, whom fhe might 
foon lofe,) to be forbidden all hope of fecur- 
ing to herfelf a faithful friend ? Wurtzburg 
few^the cafe under this light ; but he fcrupled* 
not to pronounce that man a wretch who 
could deliberately ruin the peace, or by ^ui 

^ S 
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impulfe of pafficm deftroy the innocence of 
a woman fo drcumftanced. With fuch 
various motives to pure affedion^ he won* 
dered at the irrefolution of Demetrius, whom 
he had believed capable of the moft refined 
tendemels* 

That ill-ftarred young man liftened with 
too much attention to this hollow reafoning : 
at every frefli remark his refolution became 
weaker and weaker ; he thought if Charles 
were there, that he. too would admit the 
folidity of Wurtzburg's judgment : yet he 
forgot that Charles had anticipated even 
more than thefe arguments, and one' by one 
had difproved them all. 

The contdl ended in the Colonel's 
triumph: who, in return for his friend's 
confidence, conjured him to avoid Zaire 
eternally, unlefs he could refolve upon 
never wifliiqg for more than the poffef* 
fion of her heart. Demetrius had juft 
proved the weaknefe of his own refo- 
lutions, yet he now avowed another with 



\ 
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as much felf-applaufe as if certain of keq>mg 
it inviolate. 

The terrific vifions of guilt, remorfe, and 
Ihame, which a brodier's fiadthful voice had 
conjured up, to ftop him in his mad career, 
now vaniihed into air : all feemed ferene 
again : and Wurtzburg appeared the angel 
of peace, whofe tendemeis, while it in- 
diilged him in weaknefs, would preferve him 
from crime. Demetrius was in ihort recon- 
ciled to himfelf ; and entreated Wurtzburgh's 
advice : falfely believing, that he would ao> 
quiefce in any decifion ; while, in reality, he 
a&ed counfel only from knowing that it 
.would be conformable to his own wiftes.^ 

The arrival of Madame de Fontainville, 
a few days aftei^ this interview, fealed the 
&te of the young Count. It was not in 
the heart of man to behold her fading 
beauty ; her eyes for ever fwimming ' in 
tears;, her negk&ed attire, and agitating 
tendernefs, without lofing all felf-com- 
mand. Demetrius could find &fety only 
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in flight : but how could he fly again from 
the fond creature, who had thus fought him 
at the riik of her charader and her life ? 

Had Madame de Fontainville been the 
objeA of a refpedful, difinterefted, htel- 
leAual affe£tion.; had fhe herfelf fhrunk 
affrighted from the paffionate burfls of 
her lover; had her charms, m fhort, af- 
feded the heart more, and the fenfcs lefe, 
Demetrius would not have had to ftruggle 
with oppoiing defires. But fhe poffeffed no 
mental grandeur to fpiritualize the tranfports 
of a frantic pailion : her accomplifliments 
were thofe of a Circaflian flave ; (he was ac- 
cuftomed to confider her matchlefs perfon 
as her ftrohgeft attradion ; and wifhing to 
be loved by Demetrius, faw in bis bold 
freedoms only the i>roof8 of tnie attach- 
ment. 

The houfe at which Madame de'Fon* 
tainville now reiided was the abode of a 
French woman, the widow of a Tyrolian 
nobleman ; as the lovers imprudently con- 
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• 

fixled their fituation to this lady, (who in* 
deed never ftepped afide fropi virtue herfelf^ 
but cared very little about the conduft of 
others,) every indulgence was granted to 
Demetrii^s ; and to complete his happinefs^ 
(by making Madame de Foritainville's refi-. 
dence there almoft a fecret,) no vifitors were 
admitted* 

Wurt^burg and the thoughtlefs Baro- 
nefs de Marienthal, Demetrius and Zaire, 
pafTed thdr days and evenings together. 
Tet, wf^tched were thefe days and evenings 
to the mi%uided Demetrius! He had 
concealed Madame de Fontainville's arrival 
from Charles, and was now, therefore, with- 
out a ilngle reftraining friend, who might 
have renewed in. His nund the fading images 
of right. 

Every objefl by which he was fur- 
rounded in the Chateau de Marienthal ; 
every converfadon in which he bore a 
part J every exprei&on of Zaire's fubdu- 
ing eyes, was calculated to inflame and 
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diforder his fenfes : a devovring fever preyed 
inceflantly upon his heart and his nerves j 
and fometimes he denied himfelf the fight 
of Madame de Fontainvilie for whole days 
together. 

It was then, that, wreftling with a giant paf* 
fion^ whofe terrors he had fo raflily con- 
temned, he longed for Charles, and almoft 
wiihed that he could come and tear him 
from the fcene : yet had he not refolutioa 
enough to write and «fc his aid. 

Defperately^ prefling forward to the 
ruin which he faw awaited him, and lofing 
all other confideradons in . that one, he 
began to contrad new haUts* leis alluring^ 
but equally pernicious. . Madame de Ma* 
lienthal loved play ; and as flie had clofed 
her dpors on her ufual aflbciates, for the 
fake of Demetrius and Zaire, it was but 
gratitude in them to affift in her amufe- 
ment. Demetrius played therefore; loft, 
played again ; refolved to do fo no more ; 
broke his refpludon; and then fought to 
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dro^vn, in floods of wine, hi&fenfe of mifery 
and of fliame. 

Three weeks after the elder Count Leo- 
polftat left BoI;pano, a change took place in 
the cantonments of the Auftrian regiments j 
and Wurtzburg's huflars were removed into 
the Bellunefe. 

s This circumftance did not alter the fitua- 
tion of Demetrius : he implored for leave of 
abfence ; and the fympathizing Colonel, 
(r^ewing his exhortations to the pradice 
of that virtuous felf-denial, which he was 
thus rendering every day .more difficult,) 
weakly granted : he too remained at Bol* 
zanO) continuing to fhare and promote the 
deftru£tive pleafures of Marienthal. 

It was now the beginning of autumn: 
the rich country of Tyrol bloomed with the 
ripened vineyards and mulberry grounds ; 
cloudlefs ikies, and balmy airs, infufed 
tender joy; and the lovelinels of nature 
melted the human heart. Demetrius grew 
every day (adder and more enamoured } and 
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Madame de Fontainvilie feemed to partake 
in his feelings. 

One evening, a delightful funfet made 
Colonel Wurtzburg propofe a ramble to 
the Baronefs. Zaire was fomewhat indif- 
pofed, and Demetrius, of courfe, remained 
in the chateau with her. Never before had 
he appeared fo hurried away by* his unhappy 
paflion; and yet his friend perfuaded the 
Baronefe to take fruit in a remote cottage, 
where. they loitered away the time.; and re- 
turned not to Marienthal, till long after the 
xnpon had rifen. The hilk and valleys were 
bright with her fteady laftre : a holy 
ferenity pervaded every thing but man's 
flormy foul, when Wurtzburg and the 
Baron^ faw a figure, glittering - in the 
light, as it hafUly emerged from fome trees, 
and as rapidly difappeared. The waving 
feather convinced them it was Demetrius ; 
nor were they miftaken. 

On reaching the chateau, they found 
he had juft left it in great agitation^ and 
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that Madame de Fohtainville had retired 
to her own chamber. Wurtzburg de« 
clined fupping a|: Marienthal ; haften* 
ing to feek Leopohlat, whofe fatal m- 
fatuation had now touched its dreaded 
point. 

After an unfuccefsful fearch among the 
woods, into which he had feen him plunge, 
the ColoneF repaired to their hotel, where 
he heard with unfeignqd aftonifliment, that 
,the young officer had been there for his 
horfe, and had left only thefe few words 
addreffed to him : — 



<c 



I rtiuft ftay here no longer — why 
did you leave us ? Farewel — I re- 
turn tp my regiment. 

" DEMETBtlUS.*' 



Wurtzburg now anticipated the con- 
fefiion his friend would foon make to him ; 
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and avoiding the fight of Madame de Fon- 
tainville, took leave of her and the Baronefe 
in a well-worded billet } after which he fet 
off for the Bellunefe. 
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